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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1185 =%

| NTRODUCED BY COY, COLAFELLA, E. Z. TAYLOR, GALLAGHER,
D. R WRIGHI, COLE, McHALE, BATTI STO AND FREI ND, MAY 13, 1985

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MAY 13, 1985
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for courses of study in

| ocal voting procedures in public schools; and nmaki ng an

editorial change.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1605(a) of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended Septenber 20, 1961 (P.L.1530, No.650), is anended to
read:

Section 1605. Courses of Study.--(a) In all public, private
or parochial schools, there shall be integrated in the social
studies curriculumcourses of study as provided in this act. It
shall be the duty of the superintendent having supervision over
any high school to prepare, and reconmend to the board of school

di rectors maintaining the sanme, suitable courses of study, which

shall be adopted by said board of school directors, with such
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changes as they nay deem wi se, subject to the provisions of this
act. During grades seven through twelve inclusive, there shal
be included at |east four semesters or equivalent study in the
hi story and governnent of that portion of America which has
becone the United States of Anerica, and of the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a, of such nature, kind or quality, as to have for
its purpose the devel oping, teaching and presentation of the
principles and ideals of the American republican representative
form of governnment, as portrayed and experienced by the acts and
policies of the framers of the Declaration of |Independence and
framers of the Constitution of the United States and the Bill of
Ri ghts. The study of the history of the United States, including
the study of the Constitution of the United States and the study
of the history and Constitution of this Commonweal th, shall also
be such as will enphasize the good, worthwhile and best features
and points of the social, econom c and cultural devel opnent, the
growh of the American famly life, high standard of |iving of
the United States citizen, the privileges enjoyed by such
citizens, their heritage and its derivations of and in our
princi pl es of governnent. Such instruction shall have for its
purpose also the instilling into every boy and girl who cones
out of our public, private and parochial schools their solemm
duty and obligation to exercise intelligently their voting
privilege and to understand the advantages of the Anerican
republ i can form of governnent as conpared with various other
forms of governnent.

Such instruction shall continue in courses in the State
Coll eges to an extent to be determ ned by the [Superintendent of

Public Instruction] Secretary of Education.

In all public schools, there shall be offered courses of
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study in local voting procedures for the district in which the

school is |located, including study of the procedures foll owed in

* * %

1
2
3 the county in which the school is |ocated.
4
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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