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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 683  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY BOWGER, DI STLER, FARGO, DeWEESE, E. Z. TAYLOR
SCHEETZ, PITTS, HERSHEY, PRATT, TIGQUE, ACOSTA, STAIRS, GEl ST,
PRESSVANN, HASAY, TRELLO AND BARLEY, MARCH 25, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, MARCH 25, 1985
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338) entitled, as
reenact ed and anmended, "An act defining the liability of an
enpl oyer to pay danmages for injuries received by an enpl oye
in the course of enploynent; establishing an elective
schedul e of conpensation; providing procedure for the
determ nation of liability and conpensati on thereunder; and
prescribing penalties,” further providing for counsel fees.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 442 of the act of June 2, 1915 (P.L. 736,
No. 338), known as The Pennsyl vani a Wrknen's Conpensati on Act,
reenact ed and anmended June 21, 1939 (P.L.520, No.281) and
anmended March 29, 1972 (P.L.159, No.61), is anended to read:

Section 442. [Al counsel fees, agreed upon by clai mant and
his attorneys, for services perforned in matters before any
referee or the board, whether or not allowed as part of a
j udgnment, shall be approved by the referee or board as the case
may be, providing the counsel fees do not exceed twenty per

centum of the anmount awarded. The official conducting any

heari ng, upon cause shown, may allow a reasonable attorney fee
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exceedi ng twenty per centum of the anpbunt awarded at the

di scretion of the hearing official.] Al counsel fees agreed

upon by claimant and his attorneys for services perforned in

matters before any referee or the board shall be approved by the

referee or board, as the case may be. Under no circunstance

shal|l any counsel fee exceed twenty per centum of each periodic

paynent to be paid to the claimant as his award of conpensati on

under this act with no counsel fees to be coll ected on any

paynents nade after the expiration of two years fromthe date of

the award.

In cases where the efforts of claimants' counsel produce a
result favorable to the claimnt but where no i nmedi ate award of
conpensation is nmade such as in cases of termnation or
suspensi on the hearing official shall allow or award reasonabl e
counsel fees, as agreed upon by clainmant and his attorneys,
wi thout regard to any per centum

Section 2. This act shall apply to claimpetitions filed on

and after the effective date of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

B11L77WvB/ 19850H0683B0772 - 2 -



