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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1361 *%ua

I NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, FI SHER AND O PAKE, APRIL 30, 1984

AS

AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, SEPTEMBER 25, 1984
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AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

her

Con

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for the rights
of child victins and wi tnesses of crimnal acts; providing
for the videotaping of testinony in certain cases;
authorizing certain services; providing for the testinony of
chi l dren; ieh bssibiHi [
staterents:— and providing for the use of eertain dolls as
testinoni al aids.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Chapter 63 59 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania

solidated Statutes is anmended by addi ng a subchapter to read:

CHAPTER 63 59
FHNVENHEEMATERS DEPOSI TI ONS AND W TNESSES
* x %

SUBCHAPTER F D
CH LD VI CTI M5 AND W TNESSES

Sec.

6371 5981. Legislative intent.

6372 5982. Rights and services.
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6373 5983. Duty to expedite proceedings. <—

6374 5984. Vi deot aped depositions. <—
6375 5985. Testinony of child. <—
6376—Adm-ss+brty—oet—ecertatnr-—stateppats— <—
637+ 5986. Use of anatemecally—eorreet dolls. <—
6378 5987. Victins of sexual or physical abuse. <—
§ 6371 5981. Legislative intent. <—

In order to pronote the best interests of the children of
this Commonweal th, and in recognition of the necessity of
affording to children who are witnesses to or victins of crine
addi tional consideration and different treatment than that
usually required by adults, the CGeneral Assenbly declares its
intent, in this subchapter, to provide these children with
additional rights and protections during their involvenent with
the crimnal justice system The CGeneral Assenbly urges the news
media to use restraint in revealing the identity of children who
are victinms of or witnesses to crines, especially in sensitive
cases.

§ 6372 5982. Rights and services. <—

(a) Designation of persons to act on behalf of children.--
Courts of common pleas are directed to designate one or nore
persons to provide the foll ow ng services on behalf of children
who are involved in crimnal proceedings as victins or
Wi t nesses:

(1) To explain, in |anguage understood by the child, al
| egal proceedings in which the child will be invol ved.
(2) To act, as a friend of the court, to advise the

j udge, whenever appropriate, of the child s ability to

under stand and cooperate with any court proceedi ngs.

(3) To assist the child and the child's famly in coping
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with the enotional inpact of the crinme and subsequent
crimnal proceedings in which the child is invol ved.

(4) To advise the district attorney concerning the
ability of a child witness to cooperate with the prosecution
and the potential effects of the proceedings on the child.
(b) Qualifications.--Persons designated under subsection (a)

may be attorneys at |aw or other persons who, by virtue of
service as rape crisis or donestic violence counselors or by
virtue of menbership in a conmunity service organi zation or of
ot her experience acceptable to the court, possess educati on,
experience or training in child or sexual abuse and a basic
understanding of the crimnal justice system
§ 6343 5983. Duty to expedite proceedings. <—
In all crimnal cases and juvenile proceedings involving a
child victimor witness, the court and the district attorney
shall take appropriate action to ensure a speedy trial in order
to mnimze the length of tine the child nust endure the stress
of involvenent in the proceedings. In ruling on any notion or
ot her request for a delay or continuance of proceedings, the
court shall consider and give weight to any adverse inpact the
del ay or continuance may have on the well-being of a child
victimor w tness.
§ 6374 5984. Videotaped depositions. <—
In any prosecution involving a child victimor wtness, the
court, on its own notion or the notion of the child victimor
witness, the child s attorney or the attorney for the
Commonweal t h, for good cause shown, nmay order the taking of a
vi deot aped deposition of the victimor wtness which shall be
used at any prelimnary hearing, pretrial proceeding and at the

trial in lieu of the testinony of the child. The depositions
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shall be taken before the court in chanbers or in the judge's
chanbers or in a special facility designed for taking the
depositions of children in the presence of the district

attorney, the defendant and the defendant's attorney. At the
request of the child, the child s parent or guardian or the
district attorney, the court shall exclude all persons not

of ficers of the court, appointed child advocates, famly nenbers
of the child or the defendant or others deened by the court to
be supportive of them or otherwise required to attend. The
court shall permt the defendant to observe and hear the
testinmony of the child in person but shall ensure that the child
cannot hear or see the defendant. Exam nation and cross-

exam nation of the child shall proceed in the same manner as
permtted at trial.

§ 6375 5985. Testinmony of child. <—

(a) Methods of taking testinony.--1n any prosecution
involving a child victimor w tness, where a videot aped
depositi on has not been taken under section 6374 5984 (relating <—
to vi deot aped depositions), the child victimor child wtness
shall testify in open court or the child s testinony shall be
taken as provided in subsection (b).

(b) dosed circuit television.--The court may, on the notion
of the attorney for the child victimor w tness, order that the
testinmony of the child be taken in a roomother than the
courtroom and be tel evised by closed circuit equipnment in the
courtroomto be viewed by the court and the finder of fact in
the proceeding. Only the attorneys for the defendant and for the
Commonweal t h, persons necessary to operate the equi pnent, and
any person whose presence would contribute to the welfare and

wel | -being of the child, including persons designated under
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section 6372 5982 (relating to rights and services), may be
present in the roomwith the child during his testinony. Only
the attorneys may question the child. The persons operating the
equi pnent shall be confined to an adjacent room or behind a
screen or mrror that permts themto see and hear the child
during the testinony, but does not permt the child to see or
hear them The court shall permt the defendant to observe and

hear the testinony of the child in person but shall ensure that
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the child cannot hear or see the defendant.
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(c) Effect of order.--1f the court orders the testinony of a

=
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child to be taken under subsection (b), the child my not be
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required to testify in court at the proceeding for which the
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testi nony was taken.
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8§ 634 5986. Use of anatemecally—ecorreet dolls. <—

In any crimnal proceedi ng chargi ng unl awful sexual contact

or penetration with or on a child, the court shall permt the

use of anatemecally—eorreet dolls or mannequins to assist an <—

alleged victimin testifying on direct and cross-exam nati on.

8§ 6348 5987. Victinms of sexual or physical abuse. <—
In a prosecution involving a child victimof sexual or

physi cal abuse, the news nedia nay not reveal the nanme of the

child victim

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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