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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1231 *5a

| NTRODUCED BY CORMAN, STQUT, SHAFFER, RHOADES AND SI NGEL
JANUARY 30, 1984

REFERRED TO LOCAL GOVERNVENT, JANUARY 30, 1984
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AN ACT

Establ i shing the fees to be charged and received by sheriffs.

Secti
Secti
Secti
Secti
Secti
Secti
Secti
Secti
Secti
Secti
Secti
Secti
Secti
Secti

Secti

on

on

on

on

on

on

on

on

on

on

on

on

on

on

on

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Short title.
Count i es i ncl uded.
Cvil and crimnal actions.
Real estate executions.
Executing wits, orders and decrees.
Executing wits.
Settlement or staying of wits.
Property cl ai ns.
Venire facias.
Wits of ejectnment or possession.
Warrants and attachnents.
Sheriff in charge of prison.
At tendi ng court.
Li censes.

Conservator of the peace.



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Section 16. M eage.

Section 17. Appraisals.

Section 18. Oher matters.

Section 19. County Court of Allegheny County.
Section 20. Costs to be additional.

Section 21. Repeals.

Section 22. Effective date.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Sheriff Fee
Act .

Section 2. Counties included.

In counties of the second class, second class A and third
t hrough ei ghth class and home rul e counties, the fees, including
commi ssions and nm |l eage, to be received by the sheriff from
persons or counties requiring services of the sheriff shall be
as set forth in this act.

Section 3. CGvil and crimnal actions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Fees for the services of the sheriff
involved with civil actions, crimnal proceedings or public
matters required by any court, statute or regulation including,
but not limted to, wits, conplaints, orders, equity matters,
subpoenas, interrogatories and official notices, are as foll ows:

(1) Receiving, docketing and making return..... $7.00
(2) Service, either personally by the sheriff

or by copy served or posted:

(1) First serving............c.0.iiiiiinn... 7.00
(i1i) Each additional defendant or person

served or copy posted........... ... ... ... 4. 00
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(3) Making each copy served or posted.......... 3.00
(4) Deputizing the sheriff of another county to

enabl e the other sheriff to nmake service or

acconplish an act.......... ... .. .. . . . . . .. 5.00
(5) Making a return of an itemdelivered to the

sheriff too late to serve before expiration......... 3.00
(6) Return of non est inventus (person to be

served cannot be found within the jurisdiction of

sheriff) . . . 3.00
(7) Attesting each copy of a docunent which is

to be served. ... ... . ... 2.00
(8) Service by publication in newspapers, in

addition to the actual cost of publication and

PrintinNg. ... 9. 00
(9) Taking an affidavit of one person.......... 1.50
(10) Taking an affidavit of each additional

DI SON. . o o 0. 50

(b) Additional fees.--For service of an item or copy not
specifically provided for in subsection (a), the sheriff shal
charge and receive the sane fee as allowed for a wit served in
a simlar way otherw se provided for in subsection (a), in
addition to a fee of the prothonotary chargeabl e agai nst the
sheriff in relation thereto; but no charge shall be nade for an
affidavit of service except the fee of the notary or other
official admnistering the oath of affirmation.

(c) Alias or pluries wit.--No charge for service shall be
made upon an alias or pluries wit if a charge has been made
upon the original with respect to a defendant already served.
Section 4. Real estate executions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--For executing court-issued wits or
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orders requiring the |l evy, seizure or sale of |ands and
tenenents, the follow ng fees apply and, unless otherw se stated
in this section, shall be paid by the plaintiff, petitioner or
ot her noving party:
(1) Receiving, docketing and making return..... $7.00
(2) Serving or posting a notice or copy........ 7.00

(3) Levying on each separate piece or parcel of

(4) Service of a wit against real estate of

def endant requiring service on third party for each

(5) Making imediate return of service on a

garni shee when wit or other itemis retained for

further action...... ... . . . . . .. 3.00
(6) Advertising public sale in newspaper, for

each parcel of land, in addition to cost of

publication and printer's bill...................... 9.00
(7) Advertising public sale by handbills, for

each parcel of |land separately described by netes

and bounds or otherwi se, in addition to publication

and printer's bills........ ... ... .. . . . . .. .. ... 9.00

(8) Each sale held subsequent to the first

(9) Crying the sale of each separate parcel of

| and separately sold........... ... . ... . .. .. .. ... . ... 7.00
(10) Distribution of proceeds.................. 9.00
(11) Executing and acknow edgi ng a deed to real

property, paynment to be made by grantee............. 10. 00

(b) Additional fees--Except under subsection (a)(8), the

sheriff shall receive as an official fee a comm ssi on, based
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upon the total anount bid for the property, whether paid to the
sheriff or credited to the purchaser, of 2% of the first
$250, 000 and of 0.5% of the renaining anount.

(c) Fees chargeable to sheriff.--The purchaser shall pay to
the sheriff fees of the prothonotary and fees of the recorder
chargeabl e by the prothonotary or the recorder to the sheriff
relating to consummation of real estate executions including,
but not limted to, the recording of the deed.

Section 5. Executing wits, orders and decrees.

For executing a wit of inquiry, partition, condemati on,
apprai senment or inquisition or a simlar wit, order or decree
i ssued by a court, district justice, or conm ssioner under a
statute, the party procuring execution shall pay the follow ng
f ees:

(1) Receiving, docketing, and naking return.... $7.00
(2) Sunmoning parties or persons in possession
personal ly or by copy served or posted
(1) First service......... ... 7.00
(ii) Each additional service............... 4. 00

(3) Mking and certifying each copy served or

(4) Sunmoning and swearing special jurors...... 15. 00
(5) Holding inquisition or appraisal of real

St At B, . .. 15. 00
(6) Oherwise executing........................ 7.00
(7) Serving by publication as required by |aw

or order of court........ ... . ... . .. 9.00
(8) Delivering lands to plaintiff in

inquisition or simlar proceedings.................. 9.00

Section 6. Executing wits.
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(a) GCeneral rule.--For executing execution wits, fraudul ent

debtors attachnent, retorno habendo, replevin, or order

by a court requiring the |evy, seizure or sale of personal

procuring execution shall pay the foll ow ng fees:

(1) Receiving, docketing and making return.....
(2) Serving or posting a copy or notice........
(3) Each levy on personal property.............
(4) Seizing personal property |evied upon......
(5) Making return of nulla bona (unable to find
goods to levy upon).......... .
(6) Advertising personal property for public
sale by handbills.......... ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. ......
(7) Each adjourned sale........................
(8) Service upon a garnishee...................
(9) Receiving a claimof exenption or inmunity
and notifying parties in interest to the filing of
the claim . ... .. . . . .
(10) Receiving and docketing each claimto
property or to proceeds produced by sale thereof, to
be paid by claimant upon the filing of the claim...
(11) Notifying an agency as required by |aw of
t he proposed sale of the property or franchise of a
corporation or joint stock association, liquid fuels
producer or distributor............ ... ... .. ... ... ...
(12) Appraising personal property under a
statute or at the request of a party or arranging an
appraisal by another........... ... . .. .. . . .. .. ... ...,
(13) Making arrangenents to preserve property

taken into |l egal custody including, but not limted
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t he property,

chargeable if the sale had been nade upon the wit,

to, obtaining a watchnman, together with the cost of
conpensation for the watchman by the party benefited
t hereby or person requiring service.................
(14) Securing insurance; arranging goods for
sal e; furnishing heat, |ight, power, storage, rent,
transportation and supplies; feeding |livestock; and
nmeeting simlar expenses incurred in caring for and
keepi ng the goods and chattels | evied upon or
attached, when the sane are necessary or
advant ageous, or when requested by any party
interested to incur any such expense, the actual
costs thereof to be paid by the plaintiff,
petitioner or party requiring same to be incurred,
provi di ng any surplus of advances for sane to be
ref unded.

(b) Additional fees.--The sheriff shall receive as an

pur chaser, of 2% of the first $100,000 and of 0.5% of the
remai ni ng anount .
Section 7. Settlement or staying of wits.

For the settlenment or staying by the plaintiff of a wit

shall receive the sane fees for receiving, docketing and

enunerated in this act, including conm ssion as would be

to the sheriff or to the plaintiff or a conprom se is nade

between plaintiff and defendant for the future paynent to
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relating to property, execution not being concluded, the sheriff

returning, |evying, advertising and perform ng other functions

anount paid to settle or stay the wit, whether the sumis paid



1 satisfy the wit.

2 Section 8. Property cl aims.

3 For processing of property clains filed under statute or

4 rules of civil procedure, the claimnt shall pay the follow ng

5 fees:

6 (1) Receiving and filing of property claim.... $10. 00
7 (2) Staying the execution and providing noti ce. 9. 00
8 (3) Making determ nation as to the owner of the

9 property without hearing and filing in the

10 prot honotary's office the determ nati on and

11 valuati on. . ... 9.00
12 (4) Determ ning ownership of property with a

13 formal hearing and filing in the prothonotary's

14 office the determ nation and valuation.............. 18. 00
15 (5) Appraising property by the sheriff and

16 giViNg NOticCe. ... ... e e e e e 10. 00
17 Section 9. Venire facias.

18 For executing venire facias or venire facias juratores issued
19 by a court, the following fees shall be paid by the county:
20 (1) Receiving, docketing and making return on
21 each Wit . ... ... $10. 00
22 (2) Drawi ng names of jurors fromthe jury wheel
23 and summoning the jurors or sumoning jurors drawn
24 by a jury board or comm ssioner, for each juror
25 Ar AN, . 2.00
26 Section 10. Wits of ejectnment or possession.
27 For executing wits of ejectnment or possession,
28 dower or simlar wits requiring the delivery of
29 possession of real property or ejecting or

30 dispossessing a person of personal property, the
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claimant shall pay......... ... .. .. . . . . . . $20. 00
Section 11. Warrants and attachnents.

For executing a process, warrant, attachnent, decree,
sentence or order of the court, issued in court on a person or
taking the defendant's body into custody, the party procuring

the process, wit, order or decree or, if the Comonwealth is

interested, the county, will pay the follow ng fees:
(1) Receiving, docketing and making return..... $7.00
(2) Each arrest......... ... . . . .. 20. 00
(3) Each commtnent to jail, correctional

institution, asylumor place of detention pursuant
to lawful order.... ... ... . . . . . .. 10. 00
(4) Renoving a person from any place of

confi nenment pursuant to lawful order................ 9. 00
Section 12. Sheriff in charge of prison.

If the sheriff is in charge of a jail, prison or place of
detention, the sheriff shall receive allowances for the custody,
care and mai ntenance of prisoners and innates as nay be fixed by
the courts or official boards of the respective counties having
supervision of the institutions, or as the courts or boards nmay
approve, upon submitted bills to be paid by the county in
addition to conpensation for services fixed by statute, by a
court or by official board authorized to fix the conpensati on.
Section 13. Attending court.

For attending court, when required to do so by law or by a
judge or district attorney, or bringing into or renoving
therefrom prisoners for arraignnment, trial or sentence or
wi tnesses held in custody, an hourly rate equivalent to the
prevailing wage scale of the performng sheriff's office shal

be paid by the county for each deputy or special deputy actually

19840S1231B1674 - 9 -
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present .
Section 14. Licenses.

For issuing and recording of a license, the |licensee shal
pay in addition to a fee payable to the county or Commonweal t h,
the foll ow ng fees:

(1) |Issuing a license to sell firearns directly
1O @ CONSUIMBI . . o ittt e e e et e e e e $10. 00
(2) Issuing or reissuing a license to carry a

firearmon or about one's person.................... 5.00
Section 15. Conservator of the peace.

(a) Sheriff.--For the services perforned in the capacity as
a conservator of the peace or police officer in suppressing
riots, nobs or insurrections, and when di schargi ng any duty
requiring the summoni ng of a posse, comtatus or special deputy
sheriffs, the sheriff shall receive per diemconpensation at the
rate of $50 in a county for eight hours service, together with
the m | eage and necessary expenses, including subsistence for
the sheriff and those under him all to be paid by the county.

(b) Deputies.--For each special deputy appointed by the
sheriff in the case of an enmergency, to assist in executing
civil or crimnal process or court order or preserving the
peace, the sheriff shall receive fromthe county, for
conpensati on of the deputy, an hourly rate equal to the
prevailing wage scale of the sheriff's office, together with the
expenses incurred for transportation and subsi stence of the
deputy.
Section 16. M eage.

For mleage in serving and executing wits, official notices,
rul es, decrees, orders or processes, or copies thereof, or

perform ng the duties or services specified in this act or

19840S1231B1674 - 10 -
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authorized by law, the sheriff shall receive and nay tax as
official costs the m|eage fee as established by section 1 of
the act of July 20, 1979 (P.L.156, No.51), entitled "An act
establishing a uniformm | eage fee for all officials, officers
and enpl oyees of the Conmonwealth, its political subdivisions,

internediate units, and authorities,” for each mle necessary to
be traveled by the sheriff, deputies or enployees. The nil eage
fee shall be received on each separate wit, rule, order

decree, process or notice served or service perforned. The
sheriff shall not receive nore than one m | eage where the
plaintiff and the defendant and two or nobre contenporaneous
wits are the same, or when two or nbre persons or prisoners
are being conducted at one tine to or froma place of detention
or correction. The sheriff shall receive the m|eage fee for
transporting the prisoners and the deputies guarding them and
nmeal s and | odging during the journey and the return of the
deputi es.

Section 17. Appraisals.

For appraisal in a proceeding, the sheriff or an interested
party may petition the court having jurisdiction over the matter
for an order fixing the sumto be paid to the sheriff for
services, for conpensation of services of expert appraisers, or
for other property costs of making the appraisal, which sum
shall be a |legal cost of proceedings. The court in its order
shall determ ne who shall pay for the costs unless otherw se
provi ded by | aw.

Section 18. O her matters.

For the executing of a matter directed to the sheriff or

required by law or rule of court, the performance of which is

not nentioned in this act, the sheriff shall receive the sane
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1 official fees, conmm ssions and | egal costs, including mleage,
2 as for simlar services specifically provided for in this act.
3 Section 19. County Court of Allegheny County.

4 In cases or proceedings of which the County Court of

5 Allegheny County has jurisdiction, the sheriff shall receive the
6 sane fees, conm ssions and costs, including mleage, for

7 official services in connection therewith, as for simlar

8 services in like proceedings in other courts of the

9 Commonweal t h.

10 Section 20. Costs to be additional.

11 In addition to fees provided for in this act, the sheriff
12 shall be paid costs, charges and expenses incident to the

13 performance of an act required by court, order, statute, rule or
14 regulation including, but not limted to, printing costs,

15 publication costs, services of experts, watchnmen, postage and
16 mleage, which shall be costs to be paid by the plaintiff,

17 petitioner or person requiring themto be incurred.

18 Section 21. Repeals.

19 The follow ng acts or parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar as
20 they are inconsistent with this act:
21 42 Pa.C. S. 8 1725 (relating to establishnment of fees and
22 charges).
23 Section 24(a) of the act of July 9, 1976 (P.L.586, No.142),
24 known as the Judiciary Act of 1976.
25 Section 22. Effective date.
26 This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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