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AN ACT

Regul ating the practice of speech-language pathol ogi sts,
audi ol ogi sts and teachers of the hearing inpaired; creating
the State Board of Exami ners in Speech-Language and Heari ng
with certain powers and duties; and prescribing penalties.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Speech-
Language and Hearing Licensure Act.

Section 2. Declaration of policy.

It is declared to be the policy of the Coomonwealth that, in
order to safeguard the public health, safety and welfare; to
protect the public frombeing msled by inconpetent,
unscrupul ous and unaut hori zed persons; to protect the public
from unpr of essi onal conduct on the part of qualified speech-
| anguage pat hol ogi sts, audi ol ogi sts and teachers of the hearing
inpaired; and to assure the availability of the highest possible
qual ity of speech-language and hearing services to the
comuni cati vel y handi capped people of this Conmonwealth, it is
necessary to regul ate persons offering speech-language and
heari ng services to the public and persons functioning under the
direction of these specialists.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
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have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Audi ol ogist." Any person who is qualified by training and
experience to engage in the practice of the eval uation,
counseling, habilitation and rehabilitation of individuals whose
comuni cative disorders center in whole or in part in the
heari ng function. For the purposes of this paragraph the words
“habilitation” and "rehabilitation” include, but are not limted
to, hearing aid evaluation, fitting, reconmendati on and
prescription, speech reading, auditory training and simlar
activities. A person is deened to be or to hold hinmself out as
bei ng an audiologist if he offers such services to the public
under any title incorporating the words audi ol ogy, audi ol ogi st,
audi ol ogi cal consultant, hearing consultant, aural
rehabilitationist, hearing audiologist or any simlar title or

description of service.

"Board." The State Board of Exam ners in Speech-Language and
Hear i ng.
"Person.” Any individual, organization, association,

partnershi p, company, trust or corporate body, except that any
reference in this act to a |licensed person shall nean a natural
i ndi vi dual person.

" Speech-| anguage pat hol ogist.” Any person who is qualified
by training and experience to engage in the practice of the
eval uation, counseling, habilitation and rehabilitation of
i ndi vi dual s whose comuni cative disorders involve the function
of speech, voice or |anguage. A person is deened to be or to
hol d hinsel f out as being a speech-language pathol ogist if he
of fers such services under any title incorporating the words

speech- | anguage pat hol ogi st, speech consul tant, speech
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t her api st, speech correctionist, speech clinician, speech
speci al i st, | anguage pat hol ogi st, | ogopedi st, comruni cation

t herapi st, voice therapist, aphasia therapist, aphasiol ogist,
comuni col ogi st, or any simlar title or description of service.

"Teacher of the hearing inpaired.”™ Any person who is
qual i fied by training and experience to engage in the practice
of providing evaluation and instruction in curricul umbased
mat eri al and comuni cation skills appropriate for individuals
whose cognitive and educati onal devel opnent have been affected
primarily by inpaired hearing sensitivity. A person is deened to
be or to hold hinself out as being a teacher of the hearing
inmpaired if he offers such services under any title
i ncorporating the words teacher of the hearing inpaired, teacher
of the acoustically handi capped, teacher of the deaf, teacher of
t he acoustically inpaired, hearing teacher, teacher of the
aural |y handi capped, hearing tutor, tutor of the auditorily
i npai red, educator of the deaf or any simlar title or
description of service.

Section 4. Creation of board; appointnent and term of nenbers;
of ficers.

(a) Board created.--There is hereby created a departnental
adm ni strative board to be known as the State Board of Exam ners
i n Speech-Language and Hearing which shall be in the Bureau of
Prof essi onal and QOccupational Affairs of the Departnent of
State. It shall consist of ten nenbers, aH—ef—whom NINE OF WHOM <—
SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, BY AND W TH THE ADVI CE AND
CONSENT OF A MAJORI TY OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO THE SENATE, WHO
shall be residents of Pennsylvania for a three-year period
i mredi ately prior to appointnment. THE COWM SSI ONER OF <—
PROFESS|I ONAL AND OCCUPATI ONAL AFFAI RS SHALL SERVE IN H' S
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OFFI Cl AL CAPACI TY AS THE TENTH MEMBER OF THE BOARD. At the first
neeti ng the appoi nted nmenbers shall determine by lot, three
menbers to serve three-year terns, three nenbers to serve two-
year terns and three nmenbers to serve one-year terns with the
exception of the Conm ssioner.—ef—the Bureau—of Professionral—and

. L Affai : hall i i cial .
the—tenth—enrber—of theboard—

(b) Vacancies.--Wen the termof each APPO NTED nenber of
t he board ends, the Governor shall appoint his successor for a
termof three years, BY AND WTH THE ADVI CE AND CONSENT OF A
MAJORI TY OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO THE SENATE. Any APPQO NTI VE
vacancy occurring on the board shall be filled by the Governor
by appoi ntnment for the unexpired term BY AND WTH THE ADVI CE
AND CONSENT OF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO THE SENATE
Board nmenbers shall continue to serve until their successors are
appoi nted and qualifi ed.

(c) Qualifications of board.--The board shall consist of the
Commi ssi oner of the Bureau of Professional and Cccupati onal
Affairs, one nenber who at the tine of appointnent is engaged in
renderi ng professional services in speech-|anguage pat hol ogy,
one nmenber who at the tinme of appointnment is engaged in
renderi ng professional services in audiology, one nenber who at
the tinme of appointnent is engaged in rendering professional
services as a teacher of the hearing inpaired, two nmenbers at
| arge who are either speech-language pathol ogi sts, audi ol ogi sts
or teachers of the hearing inpaired, however, each profession
shall not be represented by nore than two board nenbers, two
menbers who are physicians |licensed to practice nmedicine in this
Commonweal th, at | east one of whom specializes in

ot ol aryngol ogy, and two nenbers of the public appointed by the
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Governor from nom nations submtted by the governing boards of
groups advocating for the welfare of the speech-|anguage and
heari ng handi capped. O the initial nenbers, the speech-| anguage
pat hol ogi sts, audi ol ogi sts and teachers of the hearing inpaired
shal | possess the necessary qualifications for |icensure under
this act. Thereafter, the nenbers of the board who are speech-

| anguage pat hol ogi sts, audi ol ogi sts and teachers of the hearing
i mpai red shall be |icensed under this act. No public nenber

appoi nted under the provisions of this section shall be
affiliated in any manner with professions or occupations

provi ding health or corrective conmuni cati ons services or
products to comruni catively inpaired persons. The public nenbers
shall be qualified pursuant to law, including section 813 of the
act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.1l75), known as The

Adm ni strative Code of 1929. In addition, no nenber of the board
shall at the sane tinme be an officer or agent of any Statew de
associ ation or organi zation representing the professions or
occupations under the jurisdiction of this board.

(d) Reappointnent.--A nmenber of the board shall be eligible
for reappointnment. A nenber shall not be appointed to serve nore
t han two consecutive terns.

(e) Conpensation; expenses.--The nenbers of the board, other
t han the Comm ssioner of Professional and Cccupational Affairs,
shal | receive reinbursenent for reasonabl e expenses and $60 per
di em when actually engaged in the performance of their official
duties.

(f) Meetings of board.--The board shall hold a neeting
wi thin 150 days after the effective date of this act and
annual ly thereafter in the nonth prescribed by the board and

el ect a chairman, vice chairman and secretary who shall be

19830S1112B1942 - 6 -
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menbers of the board. The board shall nmeet at such other tines
as deenmed necessary and advi sabl e by the chairman or by a
majority of its nenbers. Reasonable notice of all neetings shal
be given in the manner prescribed by the board. A majority of
the board shall constitute a quorum at any neeting or hearing.
Section 5. Powers and duties of board.

The board shall have the power and its duties shall be:

(1) To approve the qualifications and fitness of
applicants for licensure, and to adopt and revise rules and
regul ations requiring applicants to pass exani nations
relating to their qualifications as a prerequisite to the
i ssuance of a |icense.

(2) To adopt and revise rules and regul ati ons consi st ent
with the law as may be necessary to inplenment the provisions
of this act. These rules and regul ations shall include, but
not be limted to, codes of ethics for speech-I|anguage
pat hol ogi sts, audi ol ogi sts and teachers of the hearing
i npai red. The codes of ethics shall provide further that
wher eas speech-| anguage pat hol ogi sts, audi ol ogi sts and
teachers of the hearing inpaired provide nonnedi cal and
nonsur gi cal services, nedical diagnosis and nedical treatnent
by these persons are specifically to be considered unethical
and illegal.

(3) To exam ne for, deny, approve, issue, revoke,
suspend or renew the |icenses of speech-|anguage pathol ogi st,
audi ol ogi st and teacher of the hearing inpaired applicants.

(4) To conduct hearings upon conplaints of violations of
this act and the rules and regul ati ons adopted pursuant to
this act, and to prosecute and enjoin all such violations.

(5) To spend funds necessary for the proper perfornance
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of its assigned duties in accordance with the fiscal and

ot her laws of this Commonweal th and upon approval by the

Commi ssi oner of Professional and Cccupational Affairs.

(6) To waive exam nation and educational requirenents
and grant a |license as provided in sections 6 and 7.

(7) To establish standards of eligibility for license
renewal .

(8) To pronulgate rules and regul ati ons regardi ng
persons functioning under the direction of audiol ogists,
speech- | anguage pat hol ogi sts and teachers of the hearing
i mpai r ed.

Section 6. License required; persons and practices not
af fected; excl usions.

(a) Licenses.--Except as provided in subsection (b), no
person may practice or hold hinself out as being able to
practice as an audi ol ogi st, speech-I|anguage pat hol ogi st or
teacher of the hearing inpaired in this Commonweal th unl ess he
hol ds a current, unsuspended, unrevoked |icense issued by the
board. Licensure shall be granted separately in speech-|anguage
pat hol ogy, audi ol ogy and teachi ng of the hearing inpaired.

(b) Exclusions.--Nothing in this act shall be construed as
preventing or restricting:

(1) Any person licensed or registered in this
Commonweal th from engaging in the profession or occupation
for which he is licensed or registered, including:

(i) A physician or surgeon fromengaging in the
practice of nedicine.
(i1i) A licensed physician or surgeon or a trained

i ndi vi dual under the direction of a |icensed physician

from doing hearing testing in the office or clinic of the

19830S1112B1942 - 8 -
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physi ci an.

(iii1) A hearing aid dealer fromengaging in the

busi ness of selling and fitting hearing aids, as provided

in the act of Novenber 24, 1976 (P.L.1182, No.262), known

as the Hearing Aid Sal es Registration Law.

(2) A person who holds a valid credential issued by the
Department of Education in the area of speech or hearing and
who is enployed in public or private elenentary and secondary
school s approved by the Departnent of Education or chartered
by the Conmonweal th, or a person who is enployed by the
Commonweal th or the Federal Governnent as a speech-| anguage
pat hol ogi st, audi ol ogi st or teacher of the hearing inpaired
fromengaging in his profession or occupation, if the person
performs his services solely within the scope of his
enpl oynment, or a person perform ng hearing testing under
section 1402 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949.

(3) The activities of a student or trainee who is
pursui ng a program of study supervised by a person |icensed
under this act or otherw se exenpt by this section which | ead
to a degree in audiol ogy, teaching the hearing inpaired or
speech- | anguage pat hol ogy at an accredited coll ege or
university, if such individual is designated by a title
clearly indicating his student or training status.

(4) The practice of speech-language pathol ogy, audi ol ogy
or teaching the hearing inpaired in this Comonweal th by any
person not a resident of this Comonweal th who is not
| icensed under this act if the person neets the
qgualifications and requirenments for |icensure described in

section 7, or who is licensed under the | aw of another state

19830S1112B1942 - 9 -
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having |icensure requirenments determ ned by the board to be
at | east equivalent to those established by section 7, and if
the services are perforned for no nore than five days in any
cal endar year in cooperation with a speech-| anguage
pat hol ogi st, audi ol ogi st or teacher of the hearing inpaired
l'i censed under this act.
(5) A corporation, partnership, trust, association,
conpany or other simlar form of organization from engagi ng
in the practice of speech-language pathol ogy, audi ol ogy or
teaching the hearing inpaired without a license if it enploys
licensed individuals in the direct practice of speech-
| anguage pat hol ogy, audi ol ogy or teaching the hearing
i mpai r ed.
Section 7. Requirenents for |icensure.

(a) In general.--Except as provided in subsections (b) and
(c), to be eligible for Iicensure by the board as a speech-
| anguage pat hol ogi st, audi ol ogi st or teacher of the hearing
i npai red, an applicant shall pay a fee as established by the
board after consultation with the conmm ssioner, be of good noral
character to the satisfaction of the board, pass an exam nation
and:

(1) For the license in speech-|anguage pat hol ogy,
possess a master's degree in speech-|anguage pathology or its
equi val ent froman accredited academ c institution. In
addition, the applicant nust have at |east one year of
supervi sed professional experience in the field of speech-
| anguage pat hol ogy.

(2) For the license in audiology, possess a nmaster's
degree in audiology or its equivalent froman accredited

academi c institution. In addition, the applicant nust have at

19830S1112B1942 - 10 -



1 | east one year of supervised professional experience in the
2 field of audiol ogy.

3 (3) For licensure as a teacher of the hearing inpaired,
4 possess a master's degree in education of the hearing

5 inmpaired or its equivalent froman accredited academ c

6 institution. In addition, the applicant nust have at | east

7 one year of supervised professional experience in the field
8 of teaching the hearing inpaired.

9 (b) Wivers.--The board may wai ve the exam nati on and

10 educational requirenents for any of the foll ow ng:

11 (1) Applicants who present proof of current

12 certification or licensure in a state which has standards
13 determ ned by the board to be at | east equal to those for

14 l'icensure in this Commonweal t h.

15 (2) Applicants who hold a currently valid and

16 appropriate Certificate of Cinical Conpetence fromthe

17 Counci | of Professional Standards of the American Speech-

18 Language and Hearing Associ ati on.

19 (3) Applicants who hold a currently valid professional
20 certificate issued by the Council on Education of the Deaf in
21 conpliance with its standards for the certification of
22 teachers of the hearing inpaired and who have conpl eted an
23 additional ten graduate academ c credits established by the
24 board to be appropriate for licensure as a teacher of the
25 heari ng i npaired.
26 (c) Requirenents for current practitioners.--The board shal
27 waive the exam nation and educational requirenents for any
28 applicant who, on the effective date of this act:
29 (1) bhas at least a bachelor's degree with a major in
30 speech- | anguage pat hol ogy, audi ol ogy or teaching the hearing

19830S1112B1942 - 11 -
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impaired froman accredited college or university, and who

has been enpl oyed as a speech-1 anguage pat hol ogi st

audi ol ogi st or teacher of the hearing inpaired for at |east
ni ne consecutive nonths within three years prior to the
effective date of this act; and

(2) files an application with the board providing bona
fide proof of the degree and enpl oynent together with the

application fee prescribed in section 8.

Section 8. Application and fees.

(a) Fee.--An application for exam nation and |icense shal
be acconpani ed by a nonrefundabl e application fee in an anmount
established by the board after consultation with the
conmi ssi oner .

(b) Affidavit.--Each application shall be acconpanied by an
affidavit or affirmation of the applicant as to its verity. Any
applicant who knowingly or willfully makes a fal se statenent in
his application shall be subject to prosecution for perjury.

(c) Exam nations.--The board shall offer at |east two
exam nations for licensure each year. Notice of exam nations
shall be given at | east 60 days prior to their adm nistration.

(d) Record of exami nation scores.--The board shall maintain
a permanent record of all exam nation scores.

(e) Disposition and use of fees.--Fees shall be collected by
t he board through the Bureau of Professional and Occupati onal
Affairs and shall be paid into the Professional Licensure
Augnent ati on Account established pursuant to and for use in
accordance with the act of July 1, 1978 (P.L.700, No.124), known
as the Bureau of Professional and Cccupational Affairs Fee Act.
Section 9. Exam nati ons.

(a) Preparation of exam nations.--Al witten exam nations

19830S1112B1942 - 12 -



1 shall be prepared and adm nistered by a qualified professional

2 testing organization under contract with the Bureau of

3 Professional and Qccupational Affairs and approved by the board,
4 except that national uniform exam nations or grading services or
5 both shall be used if avail able. No board nmenber shall have a

6 financial interest in a professional testing organization. This
7 section shall not apply to any oral, practical or other

8 nonwitten exam nation which may be required by the board.

9 (b) Cost of exam nations.--The board shall have the

10 discretionary power to charge a fee after consultation with the
11 comm ssioner for the cost of each exam nation. The purpose of

12 this fee is to insure that the applicant's fees cover the entire
13 cost of the exam nation and adm nistration. Cost is al

14 contractual charges relating to the preparing, adm nistering,

15 grading and recordi ng of the exam nation.

16 Section 10. Refusal to issue; revocation; etc.

17 The board nmay refuse to i ssue and may suspend or revoke a

18 |I|icense of any person or applicant by a vote of at |east a

19 nmgjority of the nenbers of the board for any of the follow ng
20 reasons:
21 (1) The practice of any fraud, m srepresentation or
22 conceal ment in obtaining or attenpting to obtain a |icense or
23 renewal thereof.
24 (2) Aviolation of this act or nonconpliance with the
25 rul es and regul ati ons pronul gated by the board under this
26 act .
27 (3) Aiding or abetting any person in the violation of
28 this act or nonconpliance with the rules and regul ati ons
29 pronmul gated by the board.
30 (4) Being convicted of a felony or m sdenmeanor of the

19830S1112B1942 - 13 -
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first or second degree in any court of the United States or

of any state within ten years prior to the date of

application for |icensure.

(5) Unprofessional conduct as defined by the rules and
regul ati ons adopted by the board.

(6) The practice of fraud or deceit in connection with
services rendered as an audi ol ogi st, speech-1anguage

pat hol ogi st or teacher of the hearing inpaired.

Section 11. Hearing; restoration to practice.

(a) Hearings.--Any person |icensed by the board or an
applicant for |licensure by the board who is affected by action
of the board for any of the reasons referred to in section 10,
shall be cited by the board with a copy of the reasons and
shal |, upon request, have a hearing before the board or before a
heari ng officer appointed by the board.

(b) Procedure.--At any hearing the |icensed person or
applicant shall have the right to appear personally with or by
| egal counsel, to cross-exam ne w tnesses appearing agai nst him
and to produce wi tnesses and evidence in his own behalf. The
board may subpoena w tnesses and docunentary evidence on its own
behal f, and, if requested by the |icensed person or applicant,
shal | subpoena wi tnesses and docunents on his behal f. The board
may adm ni ster oaths, exam ne wi tnesses and conpel testinony. A
record of the hearing shall be nade by the board and a copy
furnished to the |licensed person or applicant upon paynent of a
reasonabl e char ge.

(c) Decision.--The revocation or suspension for any cause of
a license issued by the board may be renoved when it shal
appear to the board to be just and proper. Upon any renoval of

t he revocation or suspension of |icense by the board, the nane
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of the licensed person shall be restored and repl aced upon the
record in the office of the board.
Section 12. Requirenment of a nedical exam nation.

(a) Medical exam nation.--Before an audiologist initiates
aural rehabilitation for an individual, there shall be a nedical
exam nation verifying that there are no di seases of the ear
requiring nmedical or surgical treatnent.

(b) Waiver.--This section does not apply if an individual
signs a witten waiver as set forth in this section. The wai ver
nmust be read and expl ained in such a manner that the individual
wi |l be thoroughly aware of the consequences of signing the
wai ver. The waiver formshall read as foll ows:

I have been advi sed by (audiologist's nane) that the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a has determ ned that ny best
health interest would be served if |I had a nedi cal
exam nation by a |licensed physician before the initiation of
aural rehabilitation. I do not wi sh a nedical exam nation

before the initiation of aural rehabilitation.

Si ghat ure Dat e
Section 13. Renewal fees; records.

Renewal of |icenses shall be on a biennial basis. The fee for
renewal of a license shall be as determi ned by the board after
consultation with the comm ssioner. A record of all speech-
| anguage pat hol ogi sts, audi ol ogi sts and teachers of the hearing
inmpaired licensed to practice in this Conmonweal th shall be
mai ntained in the office of the board and published at the
di scretion of the board. The board shall suspend any |icense for
nonpaynment of fees until the license is renewed properly.

Section 14. Limtation of renewal tine; new |license.

19830S1112B1942 - 15 -



Any person who fails to renew his license within five years
after the date of its expiration may not renewit, and it may
not be restored, reissued or reinstated thereafter, but the
person may apply for and obtain a new license if he neets the
requirenents of this act.

Section 15. Display of license.

A license issued under this act shall be posted conspicuously
at all times in the office or place of business of the |licensee.
Section 16. Certification to the board.

Every organi zation or corporation which engages in the
practice of speech-language pathol ogy, audi ol ogy or teaching of
the hearing inpaired by the enpl oynent of individuals |icensed
under the provisions of this act shall file with the board, on a
form approved by the board, a certification that it submts
itself to the rules and regul ations of the board and the
provi sions of this act which the board shall consider applicable
to it.

Section 17. Enforcenent of certification to board.

No |license or renewal of license shall be issued by the board
to any individual engaging in the practice of speech-|anguage
pat hol ogy, audi ol ogy or teaching of the hearing inpaired with a
corporation, partnership, trust, association, conpany or other
simlar forms of organization which have failed to conply with
section 16.

Section 18. Penalties.

Whoever violates any provision of this act is guilty of a
m sdeneanor, shall be prosecuted by the board or its agents and
upon conviction shall be sentenced to inprisonnment for not nore
than six nonths or to pay a fine of not |ess than $100 nor nore

t han $1, 000, or both. Each violation shall be deened a separate
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of fense. Fines collected under the provisions of this act shal
be paid into the State Treasury for the use of the Conmonweal t h.
Section 19. Injunction against unlawful practice.

After 12 nonths fromthe effective date of this act, it shal
be unl awful for any person to practice or attenpt to offer to
practi ce audi ol ogy, speech-| anguage pathol ogy or teaching the
hearing inpaired w thout holding a valid unrevoked and
unsuspended |icense issued under this act. The unlawful practice
of audi ol ogy, speech-| anguage pat hol ogy or teaching the hearing
i npai red nay be enjoined by the courts on petition of the board
or its agents. In any proceeding it shall not be necessary to
show that any person is individually injured by the conpl ai ned
of actions. If the respondent is found guilty of the unlaw ul
practice, the court shall enjoin himfrompracticing until he
has been duly licensed. Procedure in these cases shall be the
same as in any other injunction suit. The remedy by injunction
is in addition to crimnal prosecution and puni shnent.

Section 20. Appropriation.

The sum of $75,000, or as much thereof as may be necessary,

i s hereby appropriated fromthe Professional Licensure
Augnent ati on Account within the General Fund to the Bureau of
Prof essi onal and QOccupational Affairs in the Departnent of State
for the establishnent and operation of the State Board of

Exam ners i n Speech-Language and Heari ng.

Section 21. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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