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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 808  *ua”

I NTRODUCED BY ZEMPRELLI, ROVANELLI AND SCANLON, JUNE 6, 1983

REFERRED TO FI NANCE, JUNE 6, 1983
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the second cl ass
and second cl ass A, anendi ng, revising, consolidating and
changing the laws relating thereto,” further providing for
the definition of "early retirenment”; further providing for
eligibility for retirement allowances; and further providing
for survivorship option benefits.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "early retirenent” in section
1701 of the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), known as the
Second C ass County Code, anended June 1, 1973 (P.L.37, No.19),

i s anmended to read:

Section 1701. Definitions.--The follow ng words and phrases
as used in this article shall be construed to have the follow ng
meani ng:

* * %

"Early Retirenment," reduced retirenent benefits at age fifty-

five with conpletion of [eight] the mni mum nunber of years of

service specified in subsection (a) of section 1710 dependi ng
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upon the service requirenments for normal retirenent.

* x *

Section 2. Section 1710(a), (h) and (i) of the act, (a) and
(h) anended June 1, 1973 (P.L.37, No.19) and (i) added Decenber
11, 1979 (P.L.494, No.105), are anended to read:

Section 1710. Enployes Eligible for Retirenent Allowances.--
(a) Every present or future county enpl oye who has reached the
age of sixty years or upwards and who has to his or her credit a
period of service of [eight] fifteen years but |ess than twenty
years shall, upon application to the board, be retired from
service, and shall thereafter receive, during life, except as
herei nafter provided, a retirenment allowance conputed on a
service period of twenty (20) years which shall equal one
twentieth (1/20) of such anpbunt as he or she nay be eligible to
receive in accordance with the provisions of subsection (a) of
section 1712, for each year's service which such county enpl oye
may have to his or her credit during the aforesaid period of
time. The tinme spent in the enploy of the county or county
institution district need not necessarily have been continuous.
The aforesaid retirenment all owance shall be subject to a
suspensi on thereof in accordance with the provisions of
subsection (h) of this section 1710 and subsection (c) of
section 1712.

* x *

(h) Option |I. Any present or future county enpl oye who has
reached fifty years of age but |ess than sixty and who has to

his or her credit a period of [eight years] at |east the m ni num

nunber of years of service specified in subsection (a) of this

section but |ess than twenty years of service, shall upon

application to the board be eligible to receive at age sixty
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years, a retirenent allowance conputed on a service period of
twenty years, which shall equal one-twentieth of such anmount as
he or she may be eligible to receive in accordance with the
provi sions of subsection (a) of section 1712 for each year's
servi ce which such county enpl oye may have to his or her credit
during the aforesaid period of time. The tine spent in the
enpl oy of the county or county institution district need not
necessarily have been conti nuous.

Option Il. Any present or future county enpl oye who has
reached fifty years of age but |ess than sixty and who has to

his or her credit a period of [eight years] the m ni rum nunber

of years of service specified in subsection (a) of this section

but | ess than twenty years of service, shall upon application to
the board be eligible to receive thereafter, a retirenent
conputed on a service period of twenty years, which shall equa
one-twentieth of such anobunt as he or she nay be eligible to
receive in accordance with the provisions of subsection (a) of
section 1712 for each year's service which such county enpl oye
may have to his or her credit during the aforesaid period of
time. Further, the above retirenment all owance shall be subject
to a reduction of one-half of one per centumfor each nonth
under the age of sixty years. In no event shall a retirenent

al l omance be paid until the age of fifty-five years is attai ned.
The tinme spent in the enploy of the county or county institution
district need not necessarily have been continuous. The
aforesaid retirenent allowance el ected under Option | shal
beconme null and void if said county or county institution
district enploye is reenployed prior to age sixty in accordance
with the provisions of subsection (c) of section 1712.

(1) Upon application to the board, all nenbers of the fund
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who are contributors and who served in the Arned Forces of the
United States subsequent to Septenber 1, 1940, shall be entitled
to have full mlitary service credit for each of the nost recent
years of mlitary service or fraction thereof, not to exceed
three full years of such service; provided, they have a

retirement credit of [eight years] the m ninmum nunber of years

specified in subsection (a) of this section or nore and have

reached the age of fifty years while enployed or have

accunul ated a period of twenty years of retirenment credit and
under the age of fifty years. The formula to be followed for
paynent to the fund shall be in an anobunt equal to the nmaxi mum
rate of contribution had they been nmenbers of the fund plus an
addi ti onal anount as the equival ent of the county matching
appropriation, plus interest at the rate of six per centum per
year fromthe date of each year of credited mlitary service to
date of repaynent or by applying the enploye's basic
contribution rate plus the county's normal contribution rate for
active nenbers at the time of entry, subsequent to such mlitary
service, of the enploye into county service to his average
annual rate of conpensation over the first three years of such
subsequent county service and nultiplying the result by the
nunber of years and fractional part of a year of creditable

noni ntervening mlitary service being purchased, together wth
interest during all periods of subsequent county service to date
of purchase. Should it be determ ned by the retirenment board
that verifiable conpensation data is not available it shall have
the discretion to determ ne which fornmula shall be used:

Provi ded, That said nenber is not entitled to receive, eligible
to receive now or in the future, or is receiving retirenent

benefits for such service under a retirenent system adm ni stered
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and wholly or partially paid for by any other governnental
agency or private industry. Both principal and interest shall be
consolidated into one anount and paid in twelve or |ess equal
monthly installments. Full paynent thereof shall be a condition
precedent to receive the benefits of the retirenent allowance.
Only those enpl oyes who are active nenbers of the retirenent
fund on the effective date of this act shall be permtted to
avai |l thensel ves of either of these prograns.

Those enpl oyes who becane nenbers of the retirenment fund
after the effective date of this act, upon application to the
board, shall be entitled to have full mlitary service credit
for each of the nost recent years of mlitary service or
fraction thereof, not to exceed three full years of such
service: Provided, They have a retirenment credit of [eight

years] the m ni num nunber of years specified in subsection (a)

of this section or nore and have reached the age of fifty years

whi |l e enpl oyed or have accunul ated a period of twenty years of
retirement credit and under the age of fifty years. Paynent to
the fund shall be in an amobunt equal to the maxi numrate of
contribution had they been nenbers of the fund plus an
addi ti onal anount as the equival ent of the county matching
appropriation, plus interest at the rate of six per centum per
year fromthe date of each year of credited mlitary service to
date of repaynent: Provided, That said nmenber is not entitled to
receive, eligible to receive now or in the future, or is
receiving retirenent benefits for such service under a
retirement system adm nistered and wholly or partially paid for
by any ot her governnental agency or private industry. Both
principal and interest shall be consolidated into one anpunt and

paid in twelve or |ess equal nonthly installnents. Full paynent
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t hereof shall be a condition precedent to receive the benefits
of the retirenent all owance.

Section 3. Section 1712(f) of the act, anmended June 29, 1976
(P.L.461, No.116), is anended to read:

Section 1712. Ampunt of Retirenment Allowances.--* * *

(f) The election by said county enploye of the option as
provi ded in subsection (e) of this section shall be final on
attainment of age fifty or on later election prior to
retirement, and no further election shall be permtted:

Provi ded, That the election shall automatically be cancelled if
the county enpl oye shall either be divorced or if his or her
spouse shall die, in each case before retirenment benefits under
the option shall conmmence. In the event the designated spouse
shal | predecease, or if a |legal separation occurs, while on
retirement, the reduced retirenment option benefit shall be
reinstated to the full amount had there been no option
exercised. Said reinstated amount to comence i mredi ately upon
the death of the spouse so designated or upon satisfactory proof
of | egal separation

Al'l present and future enployes may el ect to provide
survivorship option benefits for a spouse in the follow ng
classifications if the following conditions are satisfied:

Cass |I. The deceased enpl oye shall have attai ned the age of

fifty years and had conpleted [eight to] between the m nimm

nunber of years of service specified in subsection (a) of

section 1710 and ni neteen years of service and dies before

reaching the age of fifty-five years. The reduced retirenent
option benefit to commence to the survivor at the tine the
deceased enpl oye woul d have attained the age of fifty-five

years. Said benefits to be paid in accordance with the
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1 provisions set forth under subsection (d), Option Il, of section
2 1713.

3 Class Il. Al present and future enpl oyes, who after

4 conpletion of twenty or nore years of service and shall die

5 before reaching the age of fifty years, his or her spouse shal
6 be eligible to receive the reduced retirenment option

7 imediately, in accordance with the provisions set forth under
8 subsection (d), Option Il of section 1713.

9 * x *
10 Section 4. This act shall apply only to enpl oyees hired
11 after the effective date of this act.
12 Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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