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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 672 5

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, O PAKE, BELL, PECORA, HESS, LI NCOLN
HELFRI CK, FI SHER, O CONNELL, CORMAN, STAUFFER, JUBELI RER
HAGER, SHUVAKER, WENGER AND SHAFFER, APRIL 21, 1983

SENATOR SNYDER, JUDI Cl ARY, AS AMENDED, MAY 10, 1983
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for civil
i mmunity of school officers or enployees RELATING TO DRUG OR
ALCCOHOL ABUSE
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 8337. Cvil imunity of school officers or enpl oyees

RELATI NG TO DRUG OR ALCOHOL ABUSE

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any officer or enployee of a school who,

IN THE SCOPE OF OFFI Cl AL DUTY, reports drug or al cohol abuse

i nvolving a student to another officer or enpl oyee of the

school, to a parent er, | egal quardi an OR SPOUSE of the student

or—tolawenforcenrent officers or who refers a student for

treat nent or counseling OR FOR DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ON BY SCHOOL

AUTHORI TI ES relating to drug or al cohol abuse shall not be

liable to the student or the parents er, LEGAL guardi an OR
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SPOUSE of the student for civil danages as a result of any

NEGLI GENT statenents, acts or oni ssions undertaken with—a I N <—

good faith effort—andintention—Fhissection FOR THE PURPOSES <—

SET_ FORTH IN THIS SECTION. TH S SUBSECTI ON SHALL ALSO APPLY TO

SCHOOL AUTHORI TI ES WHO HAVE BEEN DESI GNATED TO HANDLE

DI SCI PLI NARY CASES FOR NEGLI GENT STATEMENTS, ACTS OR OM SSI ONS

UNDERTAKEN N GOOD FAI TH I N REPORTI NG A STUDENT FOR DRUG OR

ALCOHOL ABUSE TO A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER I N ACCORDANCE W TH

SCHOOL POLI CY OR PROCEDURES AND BASED UPON A REASONABLE BELI EF

THAT A CRIME HAS BEEN, IS BEING OR WLL BE COW TTED. TH' S

SUBSECTI ON does not apply to any statenent, acts or oni ssi ons

which are intentionally designed to harm or which are grossly

negligent and result in harmto the student.

(b) Definitions.--As used in this section the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Drug and al cohol abuse." The unauthori zed use, possessi on

or distribution of:

(1) Alcohol, as defined in the act of April 12, 1951

(P.L.90, No.?21), known as the Liquor Code.

(2) Any controll ed substance, drug, drug paraphernalia

or counterfeit drug as defined in the act of SEPTEMBER 27, <—

1961 (P.L.1700, NO 699), KNOW AS THE PHARVACY ACT, OR THE

ACT OF April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as The

Control | ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act.

The term i ncl udes any act prohi bited under SECTION 8 OF THE <—

PHARMACY ACT OR section 13(a)(15) or (16) of The Controll ed

Subst ance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act.
"Oficer or enployee of a school." A school beard rmenrber <—

DI RECTOR, principal, superintendent, teacher, gui dance <—
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counsel or, SUPPORT STAFF MEMBER or ot her educati onal or nedi cal <—

enpl oyee enployed in a day or residential school which provides

preschool , kindergarten, el enentary or secondary education in

this Commonwealth, at either a public or nonpublic school.

NOT_REDUCE OR | MPAI R THE PROTECTI ONS AFFORDED BY SUBCHAPTER C OF

CHAPTER 85 (RELATING TO ACTI ONS AGAI NST LOCAL PARTIES).

1
2
3
4
5 (C)  POLITICAL SUBDIVISION TORT CLAIMS. --THI S SECTION SHALL  <—
6
7
8

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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