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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 632  *%%”

| NTRODUCED BY MELLOW SI NGEL, O CONNELL, FUMO, MJSTO AND FI SHER,
APRIL 13, 1983

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 19, 1983

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of August 31, 1955 (P.L.531, No.131), entitled
"An act permtting and regulating westling and boxing
contests and exhibitions; requiring |icenses and permts;
conferring powers and inposing duties upon the State Athletic
Commi ssion; providing for the granting, suspension, and
revocation of |licenses and permts issued by the Conm ssion;
preserving the rights of existing |licensees and permttees;
prescribing penalties, fines, forfeitures and m sdeneanors;
requi ring bonds and insurance; creating a Medical Advisory
Board; providing for rules and regul ati ons; and naki ng
appropriations,” regul ating kick boxing; further regulating
amat eur boxi ng; establishing a State boxing register;
providing for nedical training semnars; requiring certain
energency nedi cal equi pnent to be at situs of certain events;
further providing for suspension; further defining referee's
role in boxing contest; prohibiting tough guy contests or
battl e of the braw ers contests; and providing a penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 102 OF THE ACT OF AUGUST 31, 1955
(P.L.531, NO 131), KNOWN AS THE PENNSYLVANI A ATHLETIC CODE, IS
AVENDED BY ADDI NG DEFI NI TI ONS TO READ:

SECTI ON 102. DEFI NI TI ONS; CONSTRUCTI ON. - - THE FOLLOW NG TERMS



SHALL BE CONSTRUED WHEN USED IN THI S ACT TO HAVE THE FOLLOW NG
MEANI NGS, EXCEPT | N THOSE | NSTANCES WHERE THE CONTEXT CLEARLY
| NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

* * %

"BOXING' SHALL MEAN THE ACT OF ATTACK AND DEFENSE W TH THE

FI STS, PRACTICED AS A SPORT, SUBJECT TO RULES ADOPTED BY THE

COW SSI ON. THE TERM "BOXING' SHALL I NCLUDE ALL VARI ATI ONS OF

THE SPORT PERM TTI NG OR USI NG OTHER PARTS COF THE HUMAN BODY,

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

I NCLUDING BUT_NOT LIMTED TO, THE FOOT, KNEE, LEG ELBOW OR
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"WRESTLING' SHALL MEAN A SPORT OR CONTEST OR EXHIBITION IN
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VH CH TWO UNARMED | NDI VI DUALS STRUGGLE HAND TO HAND W TH EACH

H
o

I NDI VI DUAL_ATTEMPTI NG TO SUBDUE OR UNBALANCE THE OPPONENT. THE
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TERM "WRESTLI NG' SHALL | NCLUDE ALL VARI ATI ONS OF THE SPORT
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PERM TTI NG OR USI NG OTHER PARTS OF THE HUMAN BODY OR OTHER

=
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NATURAL OR NMANVADE SUBSTANCES OR OBJECTS.
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SECTION 2. SECTION 201 OF THE ACT, AMENDED MAY 24, 1956

=
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(1955 P.L.1693, NO 574), IS AMENDED TO READ:

N
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SECTI ON 201. POANER OF COWM SSI ON TO CONTROL WRESTLI NG AND

N
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BOXI NG --[ THE] EXCEPT _AS PROVIDED I N SECTION 103, THE COVM SSI ON

N
N

I S HEREBY GRANTED SOLE DI RECTI ON, CONTROL AND JURI SDI CTI ON OVER

N
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ALL AVMATEUR AND PROFESSI ONAL BOXI NG AND VWRESTLI NG CONTESTS AND

N
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EXH Bl TI ONS OR ANY VARI ATI ONS THEREOF HELD W THI N THE

N
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COMWONVEALTH OF PENNSYLVANI A, EXCEPT SUCH CONTESTS AND

N
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EXH Bl TI ONS AS ARE SPECI FI CALLY EXEMPTED FROM THE PROVI SI ONS OF

N
~

THI S ACT.
Section £ 3. Section 202 of the act, ef—August—31—1955
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30 anended June 18, 1976 (P.L.393, No.85), is anmended to read:
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Section 202. Boxing and Westling Regul ated. --Amat eur or
pr of essi onal boxing or westling contests or exhibitions

i ncl udi ng ki ck boxing shall be held within the Commonweal t h of

Pennsyl vania only in accordance with the provisions of this act
and the rules and regul ati ons promul gated hereunder. Such
contests or exhibitions may be held on Sundays.
Section 2 4. Section 204 of the act, anmended May 24, 1956 <—
(1955 P.L.1693, No.574), is anended to read:
Section 204. Physician to be in Attendance.--A physician
shall be assigned to every boxing or westling contest or
exhi bition by the Comm ssion. He shall observe and continue to
observe the physical condition of the participants and [advise
t he nmenber of the Commission or deputy in charge and the referee

in regard thereto.] be authorized to stop any contest or

exhibition at any tine to exam ne a contestant and to term nate

a bout when in his judgnent severe injury could result to a

contestant if the contest or exhibition were to conti nue. The

Commi ssion shall establish by rule or regulation a schedul e of
fees to be paid such physicians for their services. The
physician's fee shall be paid by the pronoter of the contest or
exhi bition attended by the physician.
Section 3 5. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read: <—

Secti on 204. 1. Medi cal Trai ni ng Sem nars. --The Conmi SSi on

shal | conduct freguent nmandatory nedical training senm nars, at

| east three (3) per year for all ring personnel, Comm ssion

personnel and for other persons enpl oyed by the Conm ssi on and

desi gnated to attend.

Secti on 204. 2. Regi ster. --The Conm ssi on shall establish and

mai ntain a reqgister for all professional boxers licensed in

Pennsyl vani a. The regi ster shall include a photograph of the
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1 boxer. In the reqgister, the Conm ssion shall record the results
2 of each boxing contest or exhibition the boxer is involved in,
3 including technical knockouts, knockouts and other boxing

4 related injuries, as well as the dates of each contest or

5 exhibition and the record of wins and | osses.

6 Section 204.3. Medical Equipnent.--No professional or

7 amateur boxing event shall be started unless there is on the

8 prenises:

9 (1) an anbul ance, together with energency equipnent; and
10 (2) a portable resuscitator with oxygen and appropriate

11 endotracheal tubes, and a qualified operator.

12 Section 204.4. Suspension.--For sound nedical reasons and to
13 protect the individual boxers, the Conm ssion shall establish
14 nmandatory |icense suspensions of those persons who sustain

15 certain injuries. The Conm ssion may suspend a boxer's |icense
16 for up to sixty (60) days for a |laceration of the face, up to
17 thirty (30) days for a technical knockout with mnor injuries
18 and up to forty-five (45) days for head injuries. Boxers

19 receiving a knockout may receive up to a ninety (90) day
20 suspension and shall receive an EEG within twenty-four (24)
21 hours of the knockout.
22 Section 4 6. Sections 208 and 210 of the act, anmended May
23 24, 1956 (1955 P.L.1693, No.574), are anended to read:
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
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SSECTI ON 208. GLOVES. --WHEN THE BOXERS ARE [ LI GHTWEI GHTS, AS <—
DEFI NED | N THE REGULATIONS, OR IN A LI GHTER CLASS,] ONE HUNDRED

THI RTY- FI VE (135) POUNDS OR UNDER, THEY SHALL WEAR BOXI NG GLOVES

VEEI GHI NG NOT LESS THAN FI VE (5) OUNCES EACH. WHEN THE BOXERS ARE

OVER ONE HUNDRED THI RTY- FI VE (135) POUNDS BUT DO NOT EXCEED ONE

HUNDRED SI XTY (160) POUNDS, THEY SHALL WEAR BOXI NG GLOVES

VEEI GHI NG NOT_LESS THAN SI X (6) OUNCES EACH. WHEN THE BOXERS ARE

[N A HEAVI ER CLASS THAN LI GHTVEI GHTS, ] OVER ONE HUNDRED SI XTY

(160) POUNDS, THEY SHALL WEAR BOXI NG GLOVES VEI GH NG NOT LESS

THAN [ SI X (6)] TEN (10) OUNCES EACH.

Section 210. Attendance of Referee and Judges; Scoring.--At
each professional boxing contest or exhibition, except an
exhibition held solely for training purposes, there shall be in
attendance, at the expense of the pronoter, a duly licensed
ref eree designated by the Commi ssion who shall direct and
control the contest or exhibition.

There shall also be in attendance at every boxing contest, at
t he expense of the pronoter, [two (2)] three (3) licensed
j udges, each of whomshall[, together with the referee,] render
his individual decision, in witing, on a scorecard supplied by
the Comm ssion at the end of every boxing contest which
continues for the schedul ed nunber of rounds. Each judge [and
the referee] shall have one (1) vote and a ngjority of the votes
cast shall determ ne the wi nner.

The Conmmi ssion shall by rule or regulation prescribe the

met hods of scori ng.
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Section 5 7. The act is anmended by adding a section to read: <—

Secti on 223. Pr ohi bited Conpetition.--(a) A person conmits

a m sdeneanor of the first degree if he pronpbtes, sponsors or

partici pates in any nmanner in the staging of, or the conduct of,

any tough guy contest or battle of the brawers or in any

simlar conpetition.

(b)Y The provisions of this section shall not apply to the

news nedia, including but not limted to tel evision, radio,

newspapers and periodicals, for their reporti ng er—advertising <—

activities relating to tough guy contests or battle of the

braw ers.

(c) As used in this section the phrase "tough guy contest"

or "battle of the braw ers" neans any conpetiti on which i nvol ves

any physi cal contact bout between two or nore individual s, who

attenpt to knock out their opponent by enpl oyi ng boxi ng,

westling, nmartial arts tactics or any conbi nati on thereof and

by usi ng techni ques including, but not linmted to, punches,

ki cks and choki ng. These phrases shall not apply to anmateur or

pr of essi onal contests sancti oned by the Pennsyl vania Athletic

Conmmi ssion nor to contests staged in connection with athletic

trai ni ng prograns nor to amateur or professional contests of the

martial arts nor to any coll egiate or schol asti c boxi ng,

westling or nartial arts contests.

Section 6 8. Section 250 of the act, added May 24, 1956 <—
(1955 P.L.1693, No.574), is anended to read:
Section 250. Mandatory Ei ght Count.--Wenever a boxer is
knocked down, he shall be required to take a count of eight,
even if he has regained his feet prior thereto, and the referee
shall not permt the contest or exhibition to be resunmed until

the count of eight has actually been reached, except in
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pr of essi onal chanpi onshi p boxi ng contests and exhibitions. A

referee nay give a standi ng ei ght count

in those i nstances where

1
2
3 he deens necessary.
4

Section # 9. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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