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AN ACT
Establ i shing the Senior Center G ant Program providing for
grants to senior centers; inposing powers and duties on the

Depart ment of Aging; and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Senior Center
Grant Program Act.

Section 2. Declaration of policy.

(a) Purpose of program--The purpose of the senior center
programin Pennsylvania is to facilitate the social, enotional
and physical well-being of older Pennsylvani ans by the
establ i shment of and support for comunity-based services and
activities. Senior center prograns are designed to enhance the

dignity, support the independence and encourage the invol venent

of senior citizens in the comunity.
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(b) Facilities.--In order to achieve this purpose, a
facility nmust be in a physical condition which provides an
at nosphere conducive to the functions of a senior center. The
center should be in conpliance with all governnment safety
st andar ds.

(c) Use of grants.--By establishnent of the Senior Center
Grant Program the General Assenbly intends that grants provided
under this act be used to provide a physical facility conducive
to the achi evenent of these goals as well as other purposes.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Area agency on aging." An agency designated by the
Departnment of Aging to adm nister and devel op an area plan for a
conprehensi ve and coordi nated system of services for ol der
peopl e within the boundaries of a defined planning and service
ar ea.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Aging.

"Program " Senior Center G ant Program

"Senior center." A facility where ol der peopl e gather and
where services are delivered in accordance with the policies and
st andards promnul gated by the departnent.

Section 4. Establishnent of the Senior Center Gant Program

There is hereby created a special Senior Center G ant
Program The purpose of the programshall be to provide a one-
time grant to senior centers for rehabilitation and renovation
of these facilities.

Section 5. Grant applications.

Grant application forns shall be devel oped by the departnent
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and distributed to all area agencies on aging. The regional area
agency on aging shall assist the senior center applying for a
grant under this act in conpleting the applications and verify,
inwiting, on the grant application that the application
conplies with all the requirenents of section 6. The area agency
on aging shall then forward the application to the departnment
for its approval. Each application shall include a witten
report, using a form devel oped by the departnent, assessing the
condition of the facility. The onsite inspection shall be
conducted by an inspector determ ned by the departnent.

Section 6. Grant requirenents.

(a) Eligibility.--Gants net—exceedi-ng—$50,-000per—center
shall be given by the departnent to | ocal area agencies on aging
for applying senior centers which have been approved by the
appropriate area agency on aging. Grants shall be given for any
and all of the follow ng purposes in the foll ow ng order or
priority:

(1) To conply with the act of April 27, 1927 (P.L. 465,
No. 299), referred to as the Fire and Panic Act, and ot her
appl i cabl e Federal, State or |ocal safety standards and ot her
| aws so designated by directives promul gated by the
depart nment.

(2) To conply with the act of Septenber 1, 1965
(P.L.459, No.235), entitled "An act requiring that certain
buil dings and facilities constructed with Commonweal th funds
adhere to certain principles, standards and specifications to
make the sanme accessible to and usable by the physically

handi capped, and providing for enforcenent,” and section 504
of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to nodify the

senior center to nmake it accessible to the handi capped as
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1 desi gnated by directives promnul gated by the departnent.

2 (3) To assure that the senior center is in a condition

3 that provides for the health, welfare and safety of senior

4 citizens as determ ned by directives promul gated by the

5 departnment. This would include, but not be limted to, the

6 pur chase of food service equipnment for the facility.

7 (b) Leased facilities.--Senior center facilities which are

8 renovated with funds fromthe Departnment of Aging shall have

9 witten leases for a period to be determ ned by the departnment
10 based on the amount of the renovations and taking into account
11 local market conditions for rental properties.

12 Section 7. Powers and duties of departnent.

13 The powers and duties of the departnment shall be:

14 (1) To accept grants fromthe Federal Governnment and any
15 ot her individual, agency or governnent for use in the

16 program

17 (2) To pronul gate such rules, regulations and directives
18 as it deenms necessary to carry out the provisions of this

19 act .
20 Section 8. Appropriation.
21 (a) Funding.--For fiscal year 1984-1985, the sum of
22 $10, 100,000 is appropriated out of the State Lottery Fund to the
23 Departnent of Aging for the Senior Center Grant Programto be
24 di sbursed as foll ows:
25 (1) The sum of $8,000,000 is allocated to insure that
26 each area agency on aging shall receive an allocation
27 pursuant to the provisions of the allocation formula set
28 forth in section 2210-A(a) of the act of April 9, 1929
29 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative Code of 1929.
30 Any funds fromthis allocation not utilized or encunbered
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wi thin one cal endar year of the effective date of this act

shall revert to the departnent to be redistributed by the

department based on priorities established in section 6.

(2) The sum of $2,000,000 shall be allocated to insure
t hat each area agency on aging shall receive a m ni mum of
$15, 000 per senior center following the distribution of funds
set forth in paragraph (1). Any funds fromthis allocation
not utilized or encunbered within one cal endar year of the
effective date of this act shall revert to the departnent to
be redistributed by the departnment based on priorities
establ i shed in section 6.

(3) The sum of $100, 000 nay be used by the depart nent
and the area agencies on aging for adm nistration of the
program

(4) Al renmaining funds shall be withheld by the
departnment for disposition in accordance with the provisions
of section 6.

(5) NO LESS THAN 30% OF THE TOTAL FUNDS ALLOCATED TO
COUNTI ES OF THE SECOND CLASS SHALL BE DI STRI BUTED TO
DEPARTMENTS OR AGENCIES IN C TIES OF THE SECOND CLASS
OFFI Cl ALLY DESI GNATED BY THE MAYOR AND APPROVED BY CI TY
COUNCI L.

(b) Duration of appropriation.--The appropriation nmade in
this section shall not |apse and shall renmain avail able until
expended.

Section 9. Fundi ng.

Funding for this programshall cone fromthe State Lottery
Fund and shall be an eligible use for lottery funds, the
provi sions of sections 2, 6 and 12 of the act of August 26, 1971
(P.L.351, No.91), known as the State Lottery Law,
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1 notw t hstandi ng.
2 Section 10. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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