PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 697, 1560 PRINTER S NO. 1971

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 629 >

| NTRODUCED BY JUBELI RER, HOPPER, SHAFFER, HELFRI CK, CORVAN
PECORA, LOEPER, RElIBVAN, RHOADES, ANDREZESKI AND BRI GHTBI LL
APRIL 12, 1983

SENATOR TI LGHVAN, APPROPRI ATI ONS, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED
MAY 8, 1984
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AN ACT
Establ i shing the Senior Center G ant Program providing for
grants to senior centers; inposing powers and duties on the

Depart ment of Aging; and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Senior Center
Grant Program Act.

Section 2. Declaration of policy.

(a) Purpose of program--The purpose of the senior center
programin Pennsylvania is to facilitate the social, enotional
and physical well-being of older Pennsylvani ans by the
establ i shment of and support for comunity-based services and
activities. Senior center prograns are designed to enhance the
dignity, support the independence and encourage the invol venent

of senior citizens in the comunity.

(b) Facilities.--In order to achieve this purpose, a
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facility nmust be in a physical condition which provides an

at nosphere conducive to the functions of a senior center. The
center should be in conpliance with all governnment safety

st andar ds.

(c) Use of grants.--By establishnent of the Senior Center
Grant Program the General Assenbly intends that grants provided
under this act be used to provide a physical facility conducive
to the achi evenent of these goals as well as other purposes.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Area agency on aging." An agency designated by the
Departnment of Aging to adm nister and devel op an area plan for a
conprehensi ve and coordi nated system of services for ol der
peopl e within the boundaries of a defined planning and service
ar ea.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Aging.

"Program "™ Senior Center G ant Program

"Senior center." A facility ewned—-and—operated-by—a <—

‘i . o, i bl .
whi-eh WHERE ol der peopl e gather and where services are delivered <—

in accordance with the policies and standards pronul gated by the

depart nment.

Section 4. Establishnent of the Senior Center Gant Program
There is hereby created a special Senior Center G ant

Program The purpose of the programshall be to provide a one-

time grant to senior centers for rehabilitation and renovation

of these facilities.

Section 5. Grant applications.
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G ant applications shall be devel oped by the departnent and
distributed to all area agencies on aging. The regional area
agency on aging shall assist the senior center applying for a
grant under this act in conpleting the applications and verify,
in witing, on the grant application that the application
conplies with all the requirenments of section 6. The area agency
on aging shall then forward the application to the departnent
for their approval.

Section 6. Gant requirenents.

n i aibil ity hal 1| . I I | -

L .  ded 4 o L of
the—tot-owng—purposes—

(A) ELIGBILITY.--GRANTS SHALL BE G VEN BY THE DEPARTMENT TO <—
LOCAL AREA AGENCI ES ON AG NG FOR APPLYI NG SENI OR CENTERS WH CH
HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE APPROPRI ATE AREA AGENCY ON AG NG
CRANTS SHALL BE G VEN FOR ANY AND ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG PURPOSES
IN THE FOLLON NG OCRDER OR PRI ORI TY:

(1) To conply with the act of April 27, 1927 (P.L. 465,
No. 299), referred to as the Fire and Panic Act, and ot her
appl i cabl e Federal, State or |ocal safety standards and ot her
| aws so designated by directives promul gated by the
depart nment.

(2) To conply with the act of Septenber 1, 1965
(P.L.459, No.235), entitled "An act requiring that certain
buil dings and facilities constructed with Commonweal th funds
adhere to certain principles, standards and specifications to
make the sanme accessible to and usable by the physically

handi capped, and providing for enforcenent,” and section 504
of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to nodify the

senior center to nake it accessible to the handi capped as te <—
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1 desi gnated by directives promnul gated by the departnent.

2 (3) To assure that the senior center is in a condition

3 that provides for the health, welfare and safety of senior

4 citizens as determ ned by directives promul gated by the

5 depart nment.

6 <—
7

8

9 (B) LEASED FACI LI TIES. -- SENI OR CENTER FACI LI TI ES WH CH ARE <—
10 RENOVATED W TH FUNDS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF AGQ NG SHALL HAVE

11 WRITTEN LEASES FOR A PERI OD OF ONE YEAR FOR EACH $5, 000 WORTH OF

12 RENOVATI ONS PERFORMED AT THE CENTER UP TO A MAXI MUM OF 10 YEARS

13 Section 7. Powers and duties of departnent.

14 The powers and duties of the departnment shall be:

15 (1) To accept grants fromthe Federal Governnment and any

16 ot her individual, agency or governnent for use in the

17 program

18 (2) To pronul gate such rules, regulations and directives

19 as it deenms necessary to carry out the provisions of this
20 act .
21 Section 8. Appropriation.
22 <
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
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(A) ALLOCATION. --FOR FI SCAL YEAR 1984-1985, THE SUM COF

5 $10, 100,000 IS APPROPRI ATED QUT OF THE STATE LOTTERY FUND TO THE

6 DEPARTMENT OF AG NG FOR THE SENI OR CENTER GRANT PROGRAM TO BE

7 DI SBURSED AS FOLLOWG:

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

(1) THE SUM OF $8, 000, 000 | S ALLOCATED TO | NSURE THAT
EACH AREA AGENCY ON AG NG SHALL RECEI VE AN ALLOCATI ON
PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THE ALLOCATI ON FORMJLA SET
FORTH I N SECTI ON 2210- A(A) OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929
(P.L.177, NO 175), KNOWN AS THE ADM NI STRATI VE CODE OF 1929.
ANY FUNDS FROM THI S ALLOCATI ON NOT UTI LI ZED OR ENCUMBERED
W TH N ONE CALENDAR YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT
SHALL REVERT TO THE DEPARTMENT TO BE REDI STRI BUTED BY THE
DEPARTMENT BASED ON PRI ORI TI ES ESTABLI SHED | N SECTI ON 6.

(2) THE SUM OF $2, 000, 000 SHALL BE ALLOCATED TO | NSURE
THAT EACH AREA AGENCY ON AGQ NG SHALL RECEIVE A M NI MUM OF
$15, 000 PER SENI OR CENTER FOLLOW NG THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF FUNDS
SET FORTH | N PARAGRAPH (1) .

(3) THE SUM OF $100, 000 MAY BE USED BY THE DEPARTMENT
AND THE AREA ACGENCI ES ON AG NG FOR ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE
PROGRAM

(4) ALL REMAI NI NG FUNDS SHALL BE W THHELD BY THE
DEPARTMENT FOR DI SPCSI TI ON | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS
OF SECTI ON 6.

(B) DURATI ON OF APPRCPRI ATI ON. - - THE APPROPRI ATI ON MADE | N

28 TH'S SECTI ON SHALL NOT LAPSE AND SHALL RENMAI N AVAI LABLE UNTI L

29 EXPENDED.

30 Section 9. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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