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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of October 10, 1975 (P.L.383, No.110), entitled

"An act relating to the practice of physical therapy,"

providing for the certification of athletic trainers by the

State Board of Physical Therapy Exam ners; creating an

Athletic Trainer Advisory Conmttee; authorizing the setting

of educational standards, certification standards and fees,

for the renewal, revocation and suspension of certifications;
further providing standards for the practice of physical

t herapy; making an appropriation; and providing penalties for

viol ations of the act.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the act of Cctober 10, 1975
(P.L.383, No.110), known as the Physical Therapy Practice Act,
is anended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.--The follow ng definitions shal
apply, when used in this act, unless otherw se expressed
t herein:

"Athletic trainer" shall nean a person certified by the State
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Board of Physical Therapy Exanminers as an athletic trainer after

meeting the requirenents of this act and rul es and requl ati ons

pronul gat ed pur suant thereto.

"Athletic Trainer Advisory Commttee" shall nean the

committee created by section 10.1 of this act to advise the

"Board" neans the State Board of Physical Therapy Exam ners
established in accordance with the act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.177, No.175), known as "The Adm nistrative Code of 1929."

"Commi ssi oner"” shall nean the Comm ssi oner of the Bureau of

Pr of essi onal and Occupati onal Affairs.

"Healing arts” shall nean the science and skill of diagnosis
and treatnment in any manner what soever of disease or any ail nent
of the human body.

"Physi cal therapist” shall nean a person who [practices
physi cal therapy in sonme or all respects as defined in "physical
t herapy”, subject to section 9 and] has net all the requirenents

[as stated in] of this act and is licensed to practice physical

therapy in accordance with this act.

"Physi cal therapy" nmeans the eval uati on fand}—sereening—or

treatment of any person by the utilization of the effective

properties of physical neasures such as nechani cal stinmulation,
heat, cold, light, air, water, electricity, sound, nassage,
nmobi | i zati on and the use of therapeutic exercises and
rehabilitative procedures including training in functional
activities, with or without assistive devices, for the purpose
of limting or preventing disability and alleviating or
correcting any physical or nental conditions, and the
performance of tests and neasurenents as an aid in diagnosis or

eval uati on of function.
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"Physi ci an" neans a person [who has received formal and
recogni zed training in the art and science of nmedicine and is

qualified to seek or has acquired an unlimted license to

practice nedicine and surgery as provided by law] as defined in

1 Pa.C.S. 8 1991 (relating to definitions).

Section 2. Section 3 of the act is anended to read:

Section 3. Powers and Duties of Board.--(A) The board shal
el ect annually fromits nmenbership a chairman and a vi ce-
chai rman and shall select a secretary who need not be a nenber
of the board. It shall be the duty of the board to pass upon the

qualifications of applicants for |licensure as physical

t herapi sts and certification as athletic trai ners, to conduct

exam nations, to issue and renew |licenses to physical therapists

and certifications to athletic trainers who qualify under this

act, and in proper cases to suspend or revoke the |license of any

physi cal therapist or certification of any athletic trainer. The

board may adopt rules and regul ati ons not inconsistent with | aw
as it may deem necessary for the performance of its duties and
the proper adm nistration of this |aw. The board is authorized

and enpowered to appoint hearing exanm ners and to conduct

i nvestigations and hearings upon charges for discipline of a

licensee or certificate holder or for violations of this act,

and to cause, through the office of the Attorney General, the
prosecution and enjoi nder of persons violating this act. The
board shall maintain a register listing the nanme of every living
physi cal therapist licensed to practice in this State, [his]

every physical therapi st assistant and every athletic trainer

certified to practice in this State, such individual's | ast

known pl ace of business and | ast known place of residence, and

the date and nunber of [his] the physical therapist's |icense or
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athletic trainer's certification.

(B) THE BOARD SHALL SUBM T ANNUALLY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF <—

STATE AND TO THE HOUSE AND SENATE APPROPRI ATI ONS COWM TTEES,

WTH N 15 DAYS OF THE DATE ON WH CH THE GOVERNOR HAS SUBM TTED

H S BUDGET TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AN ESTI MATE OF THE FI NANCI AL

REQUI REMENTS OF THE BOARD FOR I TS ADM NI STRATI VE, | NVESTI GATI VE

LEGAL AND M SCELLANEQUS EXPENSES

Section 3. Seetion4oftheaect—+s SECTIONS 4 AND 5 OF THE <—
ACT ARE anended to read:
Section 4. Training and Li cense Required; Exceptions.--(a)
[From and after one year fromthe effective date of this act,
it] It shall be unlawful for any person to practice or hold
hi nsel f out as being able to practice physical therapy in this

State [unless he is trained and] in_any nmanner what soever unl ess

such person has net the educati onal requirenments and is |icensed

in accordance with the provisions of this act. Nothing in this
act, however, shall prohibit any person trained and licensed [to
practice in this State under any other law, fromengaging in the

practice for which he is trained and licensed.] or certified to

practice or to act within the scope of his certification in this

State under any other law, fromengaging in the |licensed or

certified practice for which he is trai ned.

(b) This act shall not prohibit students who are enrolled in
school s of physical therapy approved by the board, from
perform ng acts of physical therapy as is incidental to their
course of study; nor shall it prevent any student in any
educational programin the healing arts approved or accredited
under the laws of Pennsylvania in carrying out prescribed
courses of study. Nothing in this act shall apply to any person

enpl oyed by an agency, bureau, or division of the Federal

19830S0525B1815 - 4 -
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Government while in the discharge of official duties, however,
i f such individual engages in the practice of physical therapy
outside the scope of official duty, [he nust be trained and]

such individual nust neet the educati onal requirenents and be

| icensed as herein provided. The provisions of this act are not
intended to limt the activities of persons legitimtely engaged
in the nontherapeutic adm nistration of baths, massage, and

nor mal exerci se.

(b.1) It shall be a violation of this act for any person or

busi ness entity to utilize in connection with a busi ness nane or

activity the words "physical therapy," "physical therapist,"

"physi ot herapy," "physi otherapist" or sinmlar words and their

rel ated abbreviations which inply directly or indirectly that

physi cal therapy services are bei ng provided i ncludi ng the

billing of physical therapy services unless such services are

provided by a |licensed physical therapist in accordance with

this act: Provided, however, That nothing in this secti on shal

limt a physician's authority to practice nedicine or to bil

for such practice nor limt a chiropractor's authority to

practice chiropractic or to bill for such practice.

(c) The practice of physical therapy shall not include the
practice of chiropractic as defined by the act of August 10,
1951 (P.L.1182, No.264), known as the "Chiropractic Registration
Act of 1951."

SECTI ON 5. APPLI CATI ON FOR LI CENSE. - - UNLESS ENTI TLED TO
LI CENSURE W THOUT EXAM NATI ON UNDER THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON 6,
A PERSON WHO DESI RES AND APPLI ES TO BE LI CENSED AS A PHYSI CAL
THERAPI ST SHALL APPLY TO THE BOARD I N WRI TI NG ON FORMS
FURNI SHED BY THE BOARD, AND SUCH APPLI CATI ON BLANKS SHALL EMBODY
EVI DENCE SATI SFACTORY TO THE BOARD OF THE APPLI CANT' S POSSESSI NG

19830S0525B1815 - 5 -



1 THE QUALI FI CATI ONS PRELI M NARY TO EXAM NATI ON REQUI RED BY THI S
2 ACT. AT THE TI ME OF FORWARDI NG SUCH APPLI CATI ON TO THE BOARD, AN
3 APPLI CANT FOR LI CENSURE AS A PHYSI CAL THERAPI ST SHALL PAY A FEE
4 [OF $50, WHI CH SHALL NOT BE REFUNDABLE] AS SET BY REGULATI ON.

5 Section 4. Section 6(a), (d), (g) and (h) of the act are

6 anended to read:

7 Section 6. Qualifications for License; Exam nations; Failure
8 of Exam nations; Licensure Wthout Exam nation; |ssuing of

9 License; Foreign Applicants for Licensure; Tenporary License;
10 Perjury.--(a) To be eligible for licensure as a physi cal

11 therapist, an applicant nmust be at |east 20 years of age unl ess
12 otherw se determ ned by the board in its discretion, be of good
13 noral character, not be addicted to the habitual use of al cohol
14 or narcotics or other habit-form ng drugs, and [have an

15 education of not |less than 60 senmester hours of college credits
16 or the equivalent thereof including courses in biological,

17 physical and social studies at an accredited college or

18 wuniversity and has attended an accredited physical therapy

19 course of not less than 12 nonths, in a school of physical
20 therapy established in a fully accredited nedi cal school,
21 hospital, college or university which course has provided
22 curricula and training, the requirenments of which shall be
23 approved fromtime to tinme by the board with advice and
24 consultation with recognized national accrediting agencies and
25 professional organizations including the American Physi cal
26 Therapy Association] has graduated froma school offering an
27 educational programin physical therapy as adopted by the board
28 which program has been approved for the education and training
29 of physical therapists by the appropriate nationally recognized

30 accrediting agency. By the time of conpletion of the

19830S0525B1815 - 6 -
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prof essi onal study of physical therapy, a physical therapist
must hold a m ni num of a baccal aureate degree froma regionally
accredited institution of higher education. In the case of those
appl i cants who have conpl eted requirenments prior to the first
day of January, 1967, but who may not technically or totally
fulfill the above requirenments, the board at its discretion and
by the majority vote of all menbers present nmay accept evidence
of satisfactory equival ence.

(d) On paynent to the board of [a fee of $15 for applicants
subj ect to paragraph (1) of this subsection and $75 for

appl i cants subject to paragraph (2) of this subsection,] the <—
appreprtate—tee—established pursuant—totheaect—oft—Juby—31—1578

) I T . h_hial : blished L
he | W ) ) : I ) kot
Conmmi-ssioner A FEE AS SET BY REGULATI ON and on submni ssion of a <—

witten application on forns provided by the board, the board
shall issue a |icense w thout exam nation tof[:

(1) A person filing said application within one year from
the effective date of this act who presents evidence
satisfactory to the board that he neets the qualifications set
forth in subsection (a) and that he has a valid license to
practice physical therapy in the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a on
the effective date of this act.

(2) A] any person who is a licensed or otherw se registered
as a physical therapist by another state or territory of the
United States of Anmerica, or the District of Colunbia[, if] and

whose |license or registration is valid and i n good standi ng; and

further that the requirenments for |icense or registration, as

19830S0525B1815 - 7 -
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the case may be, in such state, territory, or district were [at
the date of his license or registration by such state,] or_are
substantially equal to the requirenents set forth in this act:
Provi ded, That such person has not taken and failed, one or nore
times, the exam nation referred to in subsection (b), in which
case, the issuance of a license under this paragraph shall be at
t he di scretion of the board.

* %

(g) [On paynent to the board of a fee of $25, and the
subm ssion of a witten application on fornms provided by it, the
board, in its discretion, shall issue w thout exam nation a
tenporary |license to practice physical therapy in this State for
a period not to exceed one year to any person who neets the
qualifications set forth in clause (2) of subsection (d) of this
section upon subm ssion by such person of evidence satisfactory
to the board and verified by oath that he is in this State on a
tenporary basis to assist in a case of nedical enmergency or to
engage in a special physical therapy project. A tenporary
i cense, as described above, may be renewed for one additional
year at the board's discretion, and upon expiration must be
surrendered to the board.

(h)] Upon the subm ssion of a witten application on forns
provided by it, the board shall also issue a tenporary |icense
to a person who has applied for a |icense under the provisions
of subsection (a) and who is, in the judgnent of the board,
eligible to take the exam nation provided for in subsection (b).
Such tenporary license shall be available to an applicant with
respect to his application for a |icense under subsection (a),
but the applicant nmay only use the tenporary |icense while under

the direct supervision of a |licensed physical therapist. Such

19830S0525B1815 - 8 -
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tenporary |icense shall expire upon the failure of the first
exam nation and upon expiration the |icense nmust be surrendered

to the board except that the board nay rei ssue such tenporary

license in its discretion and in accordance with rul es and

requl ati ons to be established.

(h) The granting or issuing of any tenporary |icense or

pernmit relating to the practice of physical therapy in the

Commpnweal th for any reason other than as set forth in

subsection (qg), shall be within the sole discretion of the board

subject to rules and requl ati ons establi shed by the board.

* * %

Section 5. Sections 7, 8 and 9 of the act are amended to
read:

SECTION 7. RENEWAL OF LICENSE.--(A) EACH LI CENSE | SSUED
UNDER THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ACT SHALL BE RENEWED BI ENNI ALLY,
EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTI ON (B). ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 1 COF
EACH RENEWAL YEAR, THE BOARD SHALL MAI L AN APPLI CATI ON FOR
RENEWAL OF LI CENSE TO EACH PERSON TO WHOM A LI CENSE WAS | SSUED
OR RENEWED DURI NG THE CURRENT LI CENSI NG PERI OD, VH CH
APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE MAI LED TO THE MOST RECENT ADDRESS OF SAI D
PERSON AS | T APPEARS ON THE RECORDS OF THE BOARD. SUCH PERSON
SHALL COVPLETE THE RENEWAL APPLI CATI ON AND RETURN I T TO THE
BOARD WTH A RENEWAL FEE BEFORE DECEMBER 31 OF THE YEAR I N VH CH
SAI D APPLI CATI ON WAS RECEI VED. UPON RECElI PT OF ANY SUCH
APPL| CATI ON AND FEE, THE BOARD SHALL VERI FY THE ACCURACY OF SUCH
APPL|I CATI ON AND | SSUE TO THE APPLI CANT A CERTI FI CATE OF RENEWAL
OF LI CENSE FOR THE NEXT LI CENSI NG PERI OD AS DESCRI BED ABOVE. THE
RENEWAL FEE [ SHALL BE $10] FOR EACH LI CENSI NG PERI OD [ AS
DESCRI BED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON] SHALL BE SET BY REGULATI ON.

(B) | F ANY PERSON SHALL NOT SO RENEW HI S OR HER LI CENSE SUCH

19830S0525B1815 - 9 -
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LI CENSE SHALL AUTQOVATI CALLY EXPI RE. A LI CENSE WH CH HAS THUS
EXPI RED MAY, W TH N THREE YEARS OF | TS EXPI RATI ON DATE, BE
RENEWED ON THE PAYMENT TO THE BOARD OF THE FEE FOR EACH

LI CENSI NG PERI CD OR PART THEREOF, PRO- RATA, DURI NG VWH CH THE

LI CENSE WAS | NEFFECTI VE AND THE PAYMENT OF A RESTORATI ON FEE [ OF

$5] SET BY REGULATI ON. AFTER SAI D THREE YEARS PERI OD SUCH
LI CENSE SHALL BE RENEWED ONLY BY COMPLYI NG W TH THE PROVI SI ONS
I N SUBSECTI ONS (A) AND (B) OF SECTION 6 RELATI NG TO OBTAI NI NG AN
ORI G NAL LI CENSE.
Section 8. Fees and Fines for Board.--(A) Al fees and <—
fines collected under the provisions of this act shall be paid
into the [State Treasury for the use of the Conmonweal t h]

Pr of essi onal Li censure Augnentati on Account establi shed pursuant

to and for use in accordance with the act of July 1, 1978

(P.L.700, No.124), known as the "Bureau of Professional and
Qccupational Affairs Fee Act." Nethingecontainedinthis <—
| . o I I : hori | |
i d I he | | : ) )
| hi ol : I ) | ) : I ) o
I . ) o ‘g el

Lrini I o f ¢ hi .
(B) ALL FEES REQUI RED UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT SHALL <—

BE_FI XED BY THE BOARD, BY REGULATION, AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO

REVI EW I N ACCORDANCE WTH THE ACT OF JUNE 25, 1982 (P.L.633,

NO 181), KNOWN AS THE "REGULATORY REVI EWACT." |F THE REVENUES

GENERATED BY FEES, FINES AND I VIL PENALTIES | MPCSED I N

ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT ARE NOT_SUFFICIENT_TO

MATCH EXPENDI TURES OVER A TWO- YEAR PERI GD, THE BOARD SHALL

| NCREASE THOSE FEES BY REGULATI ON, SUBJECT TO REVIEWIN

ACCORDANCE W TH THE "REGULATORY REVI EWACT, " SUCH THAT THE

19830S0525B1815 - 10 -
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PROIECTED REVENUES W LL MEET OR EXCEED PROJECTED EXPENDI TURES.

(© | F THE BUREAU OF PROFESSI ONAL AND OCCUPATI ONAL AFFAI RS

DETERM NES THAT THE FEES ESTABLI SHED BY THE BOARD ARE | NADEQUATE

TO MEET THE M NI MUM ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS REQUI RED, THEN THE

BUREAU, AFTER CONSULTATI ON W TH THE BOARD, SHALL | NCREASE THE

FEES BY REGULATI ON, SUBJECT TO REVI EW I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE

"REGULATORY REVI EW ACT, " SUCH THAT ADEQUATE REVENUES ARE RAI SED

TO MEET THE REQUI RED ENFORCEMENT EFFORT.

Section 9. Practice and Referrals by Physicians.--Any person

I icensed under this act as a physical therapist shall not treat
human ai |l nents by physical therapy or otherw se except by the
referral of a person licensed [in this State] as a physician;
however, a physical therapist shall be permitted to accept the
referral of a dentist or podiatrist licensed [in this State],
for the treatnment of a condition that is within the scope of
practice of dentistry or podiatry. Nothing in this act shall be
construed as authorization for a physical therapist to practice
any branch of the healing arts except as described in this act.
Any person violating the provisions of this act shall be guilty
of a m sdeneanor as described in section 12.

Section 6. The act is amended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 10.1. Athletic Trainer Advisory Conmttee Created.--

There is hereby created an advisory committee to be known as the

Athletic Trai ner Advisory Conmittee which shall be appoi nted by

and serve at the pleasure of the board for the purpose of

carrying out the provisions of this act as it relates to

athletic trainers. The Athletic Trai ner Advisory Conmi ttee shal

assist the board in the certification, renewal, revocati on or

suspension of athletic trainers in accordance with this act and

rules and requl ati ons and as the board deens appropriate. The

19830S0525B1815 - 11 -
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Athletic Trainer Advisory Committee shall consist of no nore

than three nenbers who shall be certified athletic trainers and

who shall receive rei nbursenent for actual traveling expenses

related to their service to the board and a per diemto be fixed

fromtine to tine by the Governor's Executive Board but not |ess

t han $35 per day. Advisory commttee nenbers may be sel ected by

the board froma list of qualified athletic trai ners provi ded by

t he Pennsyl vania Athletic Trai ners Society. Mnbers of the

advi sory conm ttee shall serve for three years except that the

initial commttee menbership shall be appointed to serve for

staggered terns of one, two and three years respectively.

Section 10.2. Certification of Athletic Trainers;

Certification Renewal, Revocation or Suspension.--(a) The board

shall have the power to adopt rules and regul ati ons governi ng

the certification of athletic trainers. Such rules and

requl ati ons shall establish standards necessary to Commonweal th

certification in the foll owi ng cateqgori es:

(1) Approved educati onal program st andards.

(2) Education degree requirenents for certification.

(3) Practical training experience requirenents for

certification.

(4) Oher requirenments necessary for the proper, ethical and

pr of essi onal training of persons applying for certification

whi ch are deened appropriate by the board.

Regul ati ons pronul gated pursuant to this section shall be

formul ated with the advice and consultation of the Athletic

Trai ner Advi sory Conmittee.

(b) The board shall issue certification certificates to

i ndi viduals seeking certification as athletic trainers after its

review of a proper certification applicati on presented on forns

19830S0525B1815 - 12 -
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prescri bed by the board whi ch evi dences the sati sfacti on of the

standards pronul gated by rules in accordance with the provisions

in subsection (a) and further upon paynent of an appropriate fee

to be set by the board after consultation with the conni ssi oner.

(c) The board shall renew, revoke or suspend the

certification of athletic trainers pursuant to rul es and

requl ations fornulated in consultation with the Athletic Trai ner

Advi sory Committee. Al actions of the board shall be taken

subject to the right of notice, hearing and adjudi cati on and t he

ri ght of appeal therefromin accordance with Title 2 of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes (relating to adm nistrative

| aw and procedure).

Section 7. Section 11(a)(1) of the act is amended to read:

Section 11. Refusal or Suspension or Revocation of
Li cense.--(a) The board shall refuse to issue a license to any
person and after notice and hearing in accordance with rul es and
regul ati ons, may suspend or revoke the |license of any person who
has:

(1) [practiced physical therapy other than upon the referral

of a physician or as set forth in section 9] been found to have

vi ol ated section 9;

* * %

Section 8. Section 12(b) of the act is anended to read:

Section 12. Penalties; Injunctive Relief.--* * *

(b) The board may, in the nane of the people of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania, through the Attorney General's
Ofice, apply for injunctive relief in any court of conpetent
jurisdiction to enjoin any person fromcommtting any act in
violation of this act. Such injunction proceedings shall be in

addition to, and not in lieu of, all penalties and other

19830S0525B1815 - 13 -
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remedies in this act.
Section 9. There is hereby appropriated fromthe
Pr of essi onal Licensure Augnentation Account within the General
Fund to the Bureau of Professional and Qccupational Affairs, in
the Departnent of State, for the establishnment and operations of
the State Board of Physical Therapy Exam ners pursuant to this
act, the sum of $10,000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary.
SECTI ON 10. ALL FEES FI XED BY THE ACT OF OCTOBER 10, 1975 <—
(P.L.383, NO 110), KNOMN AS THE PHYSI CAL THERAPY PRACTI CE ACT,
OR FI XED PURSUANT TO THE ACT OF JULY 1, 1978 (P.L.700, NO 124),
KNOM AS THE BUREAU OF PROFESSI ONAL AND OCCUPATI ONAL AFFAI RS FEE
ACT, SHALL CONTI NUE I N FULL FORCE AND EFFECT UNTI L CHANGED BY
THE BOARD | N ACCORDANCE W TH THI S ACT.
Section 40 11. This act shall take effect three cal endar <—

months fromthe date of its enactnent.
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