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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1433 *5ua”

I NTRODUCED BY CALTAG RONE, SEPTEMBER 20, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, SEPTEMBER 20, 1983
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225, No.316), entitled

"An act concerning gane and other wild birds and wild

ani mal s; and anendi ng, revising, consolidating, and changi ng

the law relating thereto,” deleting the residenti al

requi renent for hunting on |ands cultivated continuously and

commerci al ly.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 317 of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225,
No. 316), known as The Gane Law, anended June 24, 1981 (P.L.111
No. 37), is anmended to read:

Section 317. Legal Hunting or Trapping by Residents Wthout
License.--(a) Unless the right to procure a license or to hunt
or trap anywhere within the Commonweal t h has been deni ed under
the provisions of this act, any resident of this Commonweal th
who is regularly and continuously engaged in cultivating the
soil for general farm crop purposes, comrercial truck grow ng,

commerci al orchards or commercial nurseries, as either the owner

or | essee or tenant of said |lands, or as a nenber of the famly
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or household or regularly hired help of such owner or |essee or
tenant, shall be eligible to hunt and trap on said | ands,

i ncl udi ng the woodl ands connected therewith and operated as a
part thereof, without a resident hunter's |icense or an archery
or bear license, if such owner, |essee, tenant, nenber of the
famly or household or hired help [resides in a dwelling
situated upon the property so being cultivated and] shall have
[continuously resided thereon and] assisted in the cultivation
of said land for a period of sixty or nore days prior to the
general open hunting or trapping season.

(b) Any of the persons enunerated above who shall be
eligible to hunt or trap on certain | ands w thout securing a
resident hunter's |license or an archery or bear |icense, also
may, by and with the witten consent of the owner or |essee
t hereof, hunt or trap upon any |ands other than those publicly-
owned which lie immedi ately adjacent and are connected with the
| ands upon whi ch such persons may lawfully hunt or trap w thout
securing a license.

Section 2. Section 501(c) of the act, amended Novenber 20,
1981 (P.L.340, No.125) and February 11, 1982 (P.L.33, No.21), is
amended to read:

Section 501. (Open Seasons.--* * *

(c) Hunters' Licenses and Tags for Antlerless Deer.--If in
any year the comm ssion declares an open season for antlerless
deer, it shall issue antlerless deer licenses and tags to hunt
for or kill such deer, at a fee of three dollars thirty-five
cents under such rules and regul ati ons governing the issuance of
such licenses and tags as it may deem necessary to limt the
nunber of persons who may hunt for such deer in any county of

t he Comonwealth and to regul ate the issuance of such |icenses
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general ly. Except as otherw se provided in this subsection, no
applications for antlerless deer |licenses received from

nonresi dents of the Conmonweal th shall be approved or |icenses
i ssued in advance of thirty days prior to the opening date of
such antl erl ess deer season. Such |icenses and tags shall be

i ssued without restriction or regard to the county of residence
of the Pennsylvania applicant and may be issued only to hol ders
of resident or nonresident hunting |licenses, and such |icenses
and tags shall not be transferable fromone person to another
nor shall they be refunded or reissued to anyone.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of any regulation limting the
nunber of |icenses and tags, the comm ssion shall issue

antl erless deer |icenses and tags w thout effecting any quota
establ i shed by the comm ssion for a particular county: (1) to
menbers of Armed Forces who are residents of Pennsyl vania and
who are on full time active duty; (2) to residents who were
honor ably di scharged fromthe Armed Forces within sixty days of
the date of the application upon substantial proof of their
mlitary status; and (3) to disabled veterans as defined in
section 302 upon subm ssion of the information required by
section 302.

Li censes and tags for antlerless deer shall be issued only by
the county treasurers or by any person carrying out the duties
and responsibilities of a county treasurer in counties
functioning under a Home Rule Charter in counties where such
deer may be hunted and killed, who, for that purpose, are hereby
made agents of the comm ssion.

For services rendered in collecting and payi ng over fees and
issuing licenses and tags, by mail or otherw se, such agents may

retain the sumof thirty-five cents fromthe anmount paid by each
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i censee, which anmount shall be paid into the county treasury.

It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or attenpt to
sell any antlerless deer hunting license for a nonetary fee in
excess of the fees fixed pursuant to this subsection. The sale
or attenpted sale of each license shall constitute a separate
of f ense.

When such |icenses are issued to restrict the nunber of
persons who may hunt antlerless deer in any county of the
Commonweal th, certain qualifying | andowners who own ei ghty or
nore contiguous acres of land within any county where they
desire to hunt antlerless deer shall be entitled to one
antlerless deer |icense for that county, at the prescribed fee,
to one and only one person whose nanme appears on the deed. These
antl erl ess deer licenses shall be allocated in advance of their
avai lability to the general public fromthe quota established by
the comm ssion for the county where such land is situated to
persons who neet all of the follow ng requirenents:

(1) the eighty or nore contiguous acres of |and are owned by
a natural person individually or as tenants by the entirety, or
by a corporation of four or fewer shareholders, or by tenants in
common of four or fewer natural persons;

(i1i) the eighty or nore contiguous acres of |land are open to
public hunting and trappi ng and shall remain open to hunting and
trappi ng during the hunting |license year for which the
antl erl ess deer license is issued,

(iti1) the applicant for an antlerless deer |icense shal
furni sh proof of ownership of eighty or nore contiguous acres of
land to the county treasurer within the county where such | and
i s situated.

Any resident of Pennsylvania residing within the Comobnweal th

19830H1433B1745 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

who is a bona fide owner or |essee of |lands which [ie within the
county decl ared open to the hunting of antlerless deer, or any
menber of the famly or household, or regularly hired help of
such owner or | essee who are so enployed on a full-tinme basis,
if such person is a resident of the Conmonweal th, [actually

resi ding upon and] cultivating such |ands for general farmcrop
pur poses, is hereby declared eligible to hunt antlerless deer

wi thout a resident hunters' license or an antlerless deer

i cense upon said property, and, by and with the witten consent
of the owner or |essee thereof, upon the |ands i medi ately

adj acent and connected with his own | ands, other than publicly-
owned | ands.

The ternms "antlerless deer” and "deer w thout visible
antlers,” as used in this subsection or any other provision of
the Gane Law which this act amends, are hereby defined to nean a
deer without an antler sonetines called horn, or a deer with
antlers both of which are less than three inches long, the term
"antler,"” as herein used or in any other provision of the Gane
Law whi ch this act anends, neaning the bony growmh on the head
of a deer regardless of its size or devel opnent.

When the conm ssion adopts and promul gates such rul es and
regul ations relative to hunters' |icenses and tags for
antlerless deer, it is unlawful for any person other than a
| andowner or | essee of the county or a nmenber of his househol d,
as hereinbefore enunerated, to hunt for antlerless deer wthout
a hunters' license and tag for antlerless deer, or to take such
deer contrary to the rules and regul ati ons adopted by the
commi ssi on.

The antl erless deer license tag issued with an antlerless

deer license shall be displayed on the outer garnment imredi ately
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bel ow the regul ar resident or nonresident hunting |license tag.
Any person who fails to display the antlerless deer |icense tag
herein required shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a
fine of twenty-five dollars ($25) and costs of prosecution,
provided it shall be determ ned the person has purchased a
license; otherwise, a penalty of fifty dollars ($50) and costs
of prosecution shall be inposed. Any person who shall give false
information in obtaining or attenpting to obtain an antlerless
deer license as relates to certain qualifying | andowners shall,
upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of two hundred

dol lars ($200) and costs of prosecution and shall be denied the
right to hunt or trap anywhere in this Commonwealth, with or

wi thout a license, for a period of three years. Any other person
who shall give false information in obtaining or attenpting to
obtain an antlerless deer license shall, upon conviction, be
sentenced to pay a fine of fifty dollars ($50) and costs of
prosecuti on.

* * %

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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