SENATE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1337, 1697, 1916 PRI NTER S NO. 3505

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1156 =%

| NTRODUCED BY | TKI N, CESSAR, POIT, TRELLO, SEVENTY, M CHLOVIC,
VAN HORNE, DeLUCA, PI STELLA AND PRESTON, JUNE 6, 1983

SENATOR CORMAN, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, | N SENATE, AS AMENDED
SEPTEMBER 18, 1984
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 21, 1939 (P.L.626, No.294), entitled
"An act providing for and regul ating the assessnent and
val uation of all subjects of taxation in counties of the
second cl ass; creating and prescribing the powers and duties
of a Board of Property Assessnment, Appeals and Revi ew
i mposing duties on certain county and city officers;
abol i shing the board for the assessnment and revision of taxes
in such counties; and prescribing penalties,” providing for
the right to appeal before the board for persons suffering
catastrophic |l osses to their property; AND FURTHER PROVI DI NG
FOR CHANGES | N THE ASSESSMENT OF PLANS FOR RESI DENTI AL LOTS
AND FOR THE TEMPORARY TAX EXEMPTI ON FOR RESI DENTI AL
CONSTRUCTI ON.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 10 of the act of June 21, 1939 (P.L. 626,
No. 294), referred to as the Second C ass County Assessnent Law,
anended Decenber 13, 1982 (P.L.1186, No.272), is anmended to
read:

Section 10. (a) The board shall, as provided by this act
and by the provisions of existing |aw, exam ne and revise the

assessnments and val uations, increasing or decreasing the sane as
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in their judgnment nmay seem proper, and shall add thereto such
property or subjects of taxation as may have been om tted.

(b) After such revision, the board shall, by rule, fix
convenient times for the hearing of appeals from said
assessnents and val uati ons.

(c) In any appeal of an assessnent the board shall make the
foll ow ng determ nations:

(1) The current market value for the tax year in question.

(2) The conmon | evel ratio.

(d) The board, after determining the current market val ue of
the property for the tax year in question, shall then apply the
established predetermned ratio to such val ue unl ess the comon
| evel ratio varies by nore than fifteen percent (15% fromthe
established predeterm ned ratio, in which case the board shal
apply the common level ratio to the current market val ue of the
property for the tax year in question.

(e) Nothing herein shall prevent any appellant from
appeal i ng any base year valuation without reference to ratio.

(f) [The] Except as provided for in subsection (g), the

val uations determned in accordance with this section shal
stand as the valuations for the assessnents of all county and
institution district taxes and for such other political

subdi visions as levy their taxes on county assessnents and
valuations in the county until the next triennial assessnent.

(g) Persons who have suffered catastrophic | osses to their

property shall have the right to appeal before the board, w thin

the remni nder of the county fiscal year in which the

catastrophic | oss occurred, or within six (6) nonths of the date

on which the catastrophic | oss occurred, whichever tine period

is longer. The duty of the board shall be to reassess the val ue
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of the property in the foll owi ng nmanner: the val ue of the

property before the catastrophic | oss based on the percentage of

the taxable year for which the property stood at its forner

val ue, added to the value of the property after the catastrophic

| oss, based on the percentage of the taxable year for which the

property stood at its reduced value. Any property inprovenents

made subsequent to the catastrophic loss in the sane tax year

shall not be included in the reassessnent as herein descri bed

for that tax year. Any adjustnent in an assessnent pursuant to

this subsection shall be reflected by the appropriate taxing

authorities in the formof a credit for the next succeedi ng tax

vear. For purposes of this subsection, the phrase "catastrophic

| o0ss" shall nmean any | oss due to m ne subsi dence, fire, flood or

other natural disasters which affects the physical state of the

real property and whi ch exceeds fifty percent (50% of the

mar ket val ue of the real property prior to the | oss.

SECTION 2. THE FOURTH PARAGRAPH OF SECTI ON 13 OF THE ACT,
AVENDED FEBRUARY 24, 1984 (P.L.96, NO 18), IS AMENDED TO READ

SECTION 13. * * *

NO LAND ASSESSED AS ACREACGE OR UNI MPROVED PROPERTY, WHICH | S
SUBSEQUENTLY LAI D OUT I N RESI DENTI AL LOTS AND THE PLAN OF SUCH
LOTS | S RECORDED, SHALL BE ASSESSED | N EXCESS OF THE TOTAL
ASSESSMENT OF THE LAND AS ACREAGE OR UNI MPROVED PROPERTY [ FOR A
PERI OD OF THREE YEARS AFTER THE RECORDI NG OF SUCH PLAN, OR]
UNTIL SUCH TI ME AS THE LOTS ARE ACTUALLY [SOLD OR] | MPROVED W TH
PERVANENT CONSTRUCTI ON OF ANY NEW BUI LDI NG AND EI THER SOLD TO A

BONA FI DE PURCHASER OR OCCUPI ED FOR RESI DENTI AL PURPGOSES]

VH CHEVER PERIOD | S THE SHORTER]. EACH SUCH LOT AS SOLD OR
OCCUPI ED SHALL BE SUBJECT TO REASSESSMENT BEG NNI NG W TH THE

DATE OF SUCH SALE OR OCCUPANCY, AND NEW CONSTRUCTI ON [ BEGUN]|
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THEREON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO REASSESSMENT AS PROVI DED ABOVE. VHEN
A DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY OF THE COMVONVEALTH OR A MUNI CI PALI TY HAS
ORDERED A SEWER CONNECTI ON BAN BECAUSE OF A LACK OF ADEQUATE
SEWACGE TREATMENT FACI LI TIES, THE REAL ESTATE AFFECTED BY THE
ORDER SHALL BE REASSESSED FOR THE DURATI ON OF THE ORDER. THE
REASSESSMENT SHALL BE BASED ON THE VALUE OF THE BEST USE OF THE
LAND DURI NG THE PERI OD OF THE REASSESSMENT. NEW S| NGLE AND

MULTI PLE DVELLI NGS CONSTRUCTED FOR RESI DENTI AL PURPOSES AND

I MPROVEMENTS TO EXI STI NG UNOCCUPI ED DVELLI NGS OR | MPROVEMENTS TO
EXI STI NG STRUCTURES FOR PURPOSES OF CONVERSI ON TO DWELLI NGS,
SHALL NOT BE VALUED OR ASSESSED FOR PURPOSES OF REAL PROPERTY
TAXES UNTIL (1) OCCUPI ED, (2) CONVEYED TO A BONA FI DE PURCHASER,
OR (3) [ONE YEAR] THI RTY MONTHS FROM THE FI RST DAY OF THE MONTH

[N WH CH FALLS THE SI XTI ETH DAY] AFTER WHI CH THE BUI LDI NG
PERM T WAS | SSUED OR, | F NO BU LDING PERM T OR OTHER
NOTI FI CATI ON OF | MPROVEMENT WAS REQUI RED, THEN FROM THE DATE
CONSTRUCT! ON COMVENCED. THE ASSESSMENT OF ANY MJULTI PLE DWELLI NG
BECAUSE OF OCCUPANCY SHALL BE UPON SUCH PROPORTI ON WHI CH THE
VALUE OF THE OCCUPI ED PORTI ON BEARS TO THE VALUE OF THE ENTI RE
MULTI PLE DWELLI NG AS USED IN TH S PARAGRAPH, THE WORD
"DWELLI NGS* MEANS BUI LDI NGS OR PORTI ONS THERECF | NTENDED FOR
PERVANENT USE AS HOVES OR RESI DENCES AND THE PHRASE " AFFECTED BY
THE ORDER' SHALL BE DEFI NED AS THE APPLI CATI ON FOR A BUI LDI NG
PERM T AND THE DENI AL TO THE APPLI CANT OF PERM SSI ON TO PROCEED
W TH THE BUI LDI NG OR CONSTRUCTI ON BECAUSE OF A SEVVER BAN ORDER.

* x *

Section 2—TFhts 3. (A) SECTION 1 OF TH S act shall take <—
effect in 60 days.

(B) THE REMAI NDER OF THI S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY. <—
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