PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 1048 PRINTER S NO. 2550

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 910 5

| NTRODUCED BY FREEMAN, McHALE, RYBAK, KOWALYSHYN, AFFLERBACH
ZW KL, HUTCH NSON, SEMMEL, GRUPPO, D. W SNYDER, LI NTQON,
DONATUCCI , EVANS, O DONNELL, MANDERI NO AND | RVI'S, MAY 3, 1983

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 14, 1984
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AN ACT
Creating a Joint Legislative Commttee to facilitate a regional
light rail transit systemin the Lehigh Valley; providing for

a feasibility study; i Fatoa.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Establishnment of commttee.

A Joint Legislative Comrittee of the General Assenbly is
hereby created for the purpose of conducting a feasibility study
of a proposed Lehigh Valley Regional Light Rail Transit System
Section 2. Appointnent and conposition.

The conmm ttee shall be conprised of six nmenbers. Three
menbers of the House of Representatives, two fromthe majority
party and one fromthe mnority party, shall be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives. Three nenbers of the
Senate, two fromthe majority party and one fromthe mnority
party, shall be appointed by the President pro tenpore of the

Senat e.
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Section 3. Organizational neeting.

The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President
pro tenpore of the Senate shall make their respective
appoi ntments within 30 days of the effective date of this act.
The Speaker and President pro tenpore shall jointly issue a cal
for the organizational neeting of the commttee within 30 days
fromthe date of the |ast appointnent.

Section 4. Chairman and officers.

At the organi zational neeting the commttee shall elect a
chai rman and vice chairman and any other officers it deens
necessary.

Section 5. Quorum and records.

A mgjority of the existing nenbership of the commttee shal
constitute a quorum A nmajority of those conmmttee nenbers
present and voting at neetings shall constitute a majority
necessary to pass notions. Records shall be kept of all votes
taken at formal neetings and the records shall be avail able for
public inspection.

Section 6. Transit system study.

Wthin 60 days of the organizational neeting of the Joint
Legislative Commttee, the committee shall issue a request for
proposals for a study of the feasibility of the establishment
and operation of a Lehigh Valley Regional Light Rail Transit
Systemthat would provide light rail transit service linking the
cities of Easton, Bethlehemand Allentown in the counties of
Nor t hanpt on and Lehi gh. This study shall include, but not be
limted to, the advantages of easing traffic congestion by the
utilization of light rail transportation; the |essening of
Anerica' s reliance on inported oil; the abatement of air, water

and noi se pollution; the economc benefit to the region and its
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t axpayers; the continued utilization of already existing track
and facilities; and the lowering of the rate of death and injury
to persons and property when mass transportation is utilized as
an alternative to highway use.
Section 7. Results of study.

The findings and reconmendati ons contained in the feasibility
study shall be reported to the Joint Legislative Commttee
wi thin six nonths of the proposal's acceptance.
Section 8. Report to General Assenbly.

The commttee shall make a report of its findings to the
CGeneral Assenbly together with any proposed | egislation as soon

as practicable.

Section 49 9. Ef fecti ve date. <—

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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