PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 431 PRI NTER S NO. 2468

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 381 5

| NTRODUCED BY BURNS, GALLAGHER, COWELL, COLAFELLA, COY,
KGSI NSKI, FATTAH, EVANS, DAVIES, E. Z. TAYLOR RElI NARD AND
LESCOVI TZ, MARCH 14, 1983

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 6, 1984
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," establishing alternative education
prograns for the education of disruptive students.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known

as the Public School Code of 1949, is anended by adding a <—
seet+on AN ARTI CLE to read: <—
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hich i July 11984,
ARTI CLE XI X-A

ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS

SECTI ON 1901-A. DEFINITIONS. - - FOR PURPOSES OF TH S ARTI CLE

THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(1) "D SRUPTIVE STUDENT." A STUDENT WHO EXHI BITS ANY OR ALL

OF THE CONDI TI ONS LI STED BELOW TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT THEY

El THER | NTERFERE SI GNI FI CANTLY W TH THE LEARNI NG OF THE STUDENT

OR DI SRUPT THE LEARNI NG OF OTHER STUDENTS IN THE CLASS OR

(1) CHRONI C TRUANCY.

(1) REBELLI QUSNESS TOMRD SCHOOL OFFI Cl ALS.

(111) PHYSI CAL DI SRUPTI VENESS WHI LE I N SCHOOL OR ON SCHOOL

(1V) PERSI STENT VIOLATION OF LEGALLY ADOPTED SCHOOL RULES

AND REGULATI ONS.

(V) DISPLAY OF M SUSE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL DURI NG SCHOOL

(2) "ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM " _ANY PROGRAM REQUESTI NG

FUNDS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THI S ACT, WH CH PROGRAM | S

| MPLEMENTED BY A SCHOOL DI STRI CT, AREA VOCATI ONAL- TECHNI CAL

SCHOCOL, GROUP_OF_ SCHOOL DI STRICTS OR | NTERMEDI ATE UNI T, WHI CH

REMOVES DI SRUPTI VE STUDENTS FROM REGULAR SCHOOL PROGRAMS | N

ORDER TO PROVI DE_THOSE STUDENTS W TH A SOUND EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM

AND A SCHOOL COUNSELI NG PROGRAM DESI GNED TO MODI FY DI SRUPTI VE

BEHAVI OR AND RETURN THE STUDENTS TO A REGULAR SCHOOL PROGRAM

(3) "SCHOOL."™ ANY SCHOCOL CLASSI FIED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION AS A M DDLE SCHOOL, JUNITOR HI GH SCHOOL, SEN OR HI GH

SCHOOL OR AREA VOCATI ONAL- TECHNI CAL SCHOOL.

(4) "CURRICULUM " THOSE PLANNED COURSES AND | NSTRUCTI ONAL
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AND COUNSELI NG METHODS APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY VWH CH ARE

DESI GNED TO ELI M NATE DI SRUPTI VE BEHAVI OR.

(5) "APPLICANT." A SCHOOL DI STRICT OR I NTERMEDI ATE UNIT OR

A COMVBI NATI ON OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, AREA VOCATI ONAL- TECHNI CAL

SCHOCOLS AND | NTERMEDI ATE UNI TS WHI CH APPLY FOR GRANTS UNDER THI' S

(6) "COMWUNITY RESOURCES." THOSE AGENCI ES AND SERVI CES FOR

CH LDREN AND YOUTH PROVI DED BY THE JUVEN LE COURT_AND THE

DEPARTMENTS COF HEALTH AND PUBLI C WELFARE.

(7) "SECRETARY." THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATI ON.

SECTI ON 1902-A.  PROGRAMS. - - SCHOOL DI STRI CTS MAY DEVELOP AND

| MPLEMENT AN ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM | N ACCORDANCE W TH

TH' S ARTICLE. SCHOOL DI STRICTS MAY POOL MONETARY AND PERSONNEL

RESOURCES W TH OTHER SCHOCOL DI STRICTS, | NTERVEDI ATE UNI TS AND

AREA VOCATI ONAL- TECHNI CAL_ SCHOOLS TO PROVI DE ALTERNATE EDUCATI ON

SECTI ON 1903-A. ELIGBILITY. --DI SRUPTI VE STUDENTS WHO ARE

NOT ELI G BLE FOR PLACEMENT | N CLASSES FOR EXCEPTI ONAL CHI LDREN,

AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1371 OF THIS ACT, ARE ELIGE BLE FOR

PLACEMENT | N AN ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM

SECTI ON 1904-A. LOCAL PLANNI NG REQUI REMENTS. - - APPLI CANTS

SEEKI NG FUNDS UNDER THI S ARTI CLE SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG

| NFORVATI ON | N THE APPLI CATI ON FOR A GRANT:

(1) A NEEDS ASSESSMENT TO DETERM NE THE SCOPE, TYPE AND

SEVERI TY OF STUDENT DI SRUPTI ON.

(2) A RESOURCE ASSESSMENT TO | NDI CATE COVMUNI TY AND SCHOOL

RESOURCES AVAI LABLE TO THE APPLI CANT FOR THE REMEDI ATI ON OF

STUDENT_DI SRUPTI ON.

(3) A CURRI CULUM USI NG SCHOOL AND COVVUNI TY RESOURCES

DESI GNED TO REMEDI ATE STUDENT NEEDS DETERM NED THROUGH THE NEEDS
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ASSESSMVENT.

SECTI ON 1905-A. APPLI CATI ONS. - - APPLI CANTS SHALL SUBM T

APPLI CATIONS AT THE TIME, IN THE MANNER, AND CONTAI NI NG OR

ACCOVPANI ED BY SUCH | NFORMVATI ON AS THE SECRETARY MAY PRESCRI BE

BUT, I N ANY CASE, SHALL DOCUMENT THE FOLLOW NG

(1) THE PROGRAM | S DEVELOPED | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE

FACULTY AND ADM NI STRATI VE STAFF OF THE SCHOQOL.

(2) THE SCHOOL BOARD HAS ESTABLI SHED POLI CI ES TO DETERM NE

THOSE STUDENTS WHO ARE ELI G BLE FOR PLACEMENT | N THE ALTERNATI VE

EDUCATI ON PROGRAM  VHICH POLI CIES SHALL | NCLUDE A PROCEDURE FOR

I NFORM NG THE STUDENT OF THE REASONS FOR THE PLACEMENT AND AN

OPPORTUNI TY FOR THE STUDENT TO RESPOND BEFORE THE PLACEMENT

BECOVES EFFECTI VE. HONEVER, IN THE CASE OF AN ASSAULT BY A

STUDENT, OR OTHER SERI OUS OFFENSE, THE OFFENDI NG STUDENT SHALL

BE_TRANSFERRED | MVEDI ATELY | NTO THE ALTERNATE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM

ABSENT_ANY LEGAL ACTI ON AGAI NST THE STUDENT BY THE DI STRI CT. THE

OPPORTUNI TY TO RESPOND TO SUCH PLACEMENT SHALL BE PROVI DED TO

THE STUDENT AS SOON THEREAFTER AS IS PRACTI CAL.

(3)  THE PROGRAM UTI LI ZES APPROPRI ATE CERTI FI CATED SCHOOL

PERSONNEL TO HELP MODI FY DI SRUPTI VE BEHAVI OR.

(4) THE PROGRAM PROVI DES PARTI Cl PATI NG STUDENTS W TH THE

COURSES OF | NSTRUCTI ON WHI CH RECOGNI ZE THEI R SPECI AL NEEDS AND

QUALI FY THE STUDENTS FOR GRADUATI ON.

(5) THE PROGRAM IS ONLY USED VWHEN OTHER ESTABLI SHED METHODS

OF DI SCI PLINE HAVE BEEN UTI LI ZED AND HAVE FAI LED UNLESS THE

SERI OQUSNESS OF THE STUDENT' S BEHAVI OR WARRANTS | MVEDI ATE

PLACEMENT.

SECTI ON 1906-A. _ STATE ASSI STANCE. --(A) SCHOOL DI STRI CTS

SHALL BE REI MBURSED BY THE COMVONVEALTH ONE HUNDRED AND TWVENTY-

FI VE DOLLARS ($125) PER PUPIL FOR EACH NINE (9) WEEKS A STUDENT
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IS ENROLLED I N THE ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM UP_TO A NAXI MM

OF FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500) PER YEAR. THE COVMONWEALTH SHALL

NOT_PROVI DE_FUNDI NG FOR MORE THAN TWO PER CENTUM (2% OF THE

AVERACGE DAILY MEMBERSHI P OF STUDENTS ENRCLLED IN GRADES 7

THROUGH 12.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL REI MBURSE PROGRAMS

OPERATI NG DURI NG THE 1984-1985 SCHOCL YEAR UNDER THE PROVI SI ONS

OF_SUBSECTION (A) OF THI S SECTI ON. PROGRAMS REQUESTI NG FUNDI NG

SHALL COVPLY W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ONS 1902-A, 1903-A,

1904- A AND 1905-A.

SECTION 2. TH S ACT SHALL APPLY TO EXI STI NG PROGRAMS
REQUESTI NG FUNDI NG FOR THE 1984- 1985 SCHOCL YEAR

Section 4 3. Nothing contained in this act shall be <—
construed to supersede or preenpt any provisions of a collective
bar gai ni ng agreenent negotiated by a school entity and an
excl usive representative of the enployes in accordance with the
act of July 23, 1970 (P.L.563, No.195), known as the Public
Enpl oye Rel ati ons Act.

Section 5 4. This act shall take effect A60—days JULY 1, <—
1984.
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