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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 190  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY FRYER, A. C. FOSTER, JR, LEVI AND SI Rl ANNI
FEBRUARY 9, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 9, 1983
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331), entitled

"An act concerning townships of the first class; anending,

revi sing, consolidating, and changing the law relating

thereto,” further providing for reductions in police or fire
forces.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 644 of the act of June 24, 1931
(P.L.1206, No.331), known as The First O ass Townshi p Code,
reenacted and anmended May 27, 1949 (P.L.1955, No.569) and
anended Cctober 4, 1978 (P.L.946, No.186), is anended to read:

Section 644. Renovals.--No person enployed in any police or
fire force of any township shall be suspended, renoved or
reduced in rank except for the follow ng reasons: (1) physical
or nental disability affecting his ability to continue in
service, in which cases the person shall receive an honorable
di scharge fromservice; (2) neglect or violation of any official

duty; (3) violation of any |aw of this Comonweal t h which

provi des that such violation constitutes a m sdeneanor or
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felony; (4) inefficiency, neglect, intenperance, disobedience of
orders, or conduct unbecom ng an officer; (5) intoxication while
on duty; (6) engaging or participating in conducting of any
political or election canmpaign otherwi se than to exercise his
own right of suffrage. A person so enployed shall not be renoved
for religious, racial or political reasons. A witten statenent
of any charges made agai nst any person so enpl oyed shall be
furnished to such person within five days after the sane are
filed with the comm ssion.

If for reasons of econony or other reasons it shall be deened
necessary by any township to reduce the nunber of paid enpl oyes
of the police or fire force, then such township shall apply the
foll ow ng procedure: (a) if there are any enployes eligible for
retirement under the ternms of any retirenent or pension |aw,

t hen such reduction in nunbers shall be nmade by retirenent if
the party to be retired is eligible for retirenent; (b) if the
nunber of paid enployes in the police or fire forces eligible to
retirement is insufficient to effect the necessary reduction in
nunbers or if there are no persons eligible for retirenment or if
no retirenent or pension fund exists, then the reduction shal

be effected by furloughing the person or persons, including
probati oners, |ast appointed to the respective force. Such
removal shall be acconplished by furloughing in nunerical order
commencing with the person | ast appointed until such reduction
shall have been acconplished. In the event the said police force
shall again be increased, the enployes furl oughed shall be
reinstated in the order of their seniority in the service. The

provi sions of this paragraph as to reductions in force shall not

apply to any chief of police.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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