PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 189 PRINTER S NO. 944

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 166 >

| NTRODUCED BY LLOYD, BELFANTI, PRATT, FARGO, MERRY, RYBAK, NOYE,
PI STELLA, MORRI'S, DeLUCA, D. R WRI GHT, MAYERNI K, BALDW N,
TELEK, WOZNI AK, PERZEL AND Mcl NTYRE, FEBRUARY 8, 1983

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 25, 1983
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225, No.316), entitled
"An act concerning gane and other wild birds and wild
ani mal s; and anendi ng, revising, consolidating, and changi ng

the law relating thereto,” FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR THE <—
DI STURBI NG OF TRAPS; AND providing penalties for harassnent
of gare WLDLI FE. <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 607 OF THE ACT OF JUNE 3, 1937 (P.L.1225, <—
NO 316), KNOWN AS THE GAME LAW AMENDED MAY 23, 1947 (P.L.317,
NO 139), IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 607. DI STURBI NG TRAPS OF ANOTHER. - - [ | T] EXCEPT AS

HEREAFTER PROVIDED, I T I'S UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO DI STURB THE

TRAPS OF ANOTHER, OR TO TAKE A FUR- BEARI NG ANI MAL, RACCOON OR
PREDATOR FROM THE TRAPS OF ANOTHER, UNLESS SPECI FI CALLY
AUTHORI ZED BY THE OMNER OF THE TRAP.

EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY LAW AND UNLESS TRAPS ARE SET
ON PRI VATE PROPERTY W THOUT THE PERM SSI ON OF THE OMNERS OR
OCCUPI ERS OF THE PROPERTY, IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO
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TAMPER W TH, DI STURB, MJTI LATE, DESTROY OR REMOVE ANY TRAP OR
OTHER DEVI CE SET BY AN OFFI CER OR ANY OTHER AGENT OF THE
COW SSI ON FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRAPPI NG W LD ANI MALS OR BI RDS, OR
TO | NTERFERE | N ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER W TH SUCH TRAPPI NG
OPERATI ON, OR TO REMOVE OR ATTEMPT TO REMOVE ANY ANl MAL OR BI RD
FROM SUCH TRAP OR DEVI CE.

VWHEN TRAPS ARE SET ON PRI VATE PROPERTY W THOUT THE PERM SSI ON

OF THE LANDOMER, LESSEES OR THEI R EMPLOYES, THE OMER, LESSEES

OR THEI R EMPLOYES MAY REMOVE THE TRAPS AND NOTI FY AN OFFI CER OF

THE COWM SSION W THI N FORTY- EI GHT HOURS. ALL TRAPS REMOVED SHALL

BE _TURNED OVER TO A COWM SSI ON OFFI CER.  THE OFFI CER SHALL NOTI FY

THE TRAPPER W THI N TEN DAYS TO CLAIM THE TRAPS. |F THE TRAPS ARE

NOT CGLAIMED WTH N THI RTY DAYS FOLLOW NG NOTI FI CATI ON OR THE

TRAPPER CANNOT BE LOCATED, THE TRAPS SHALL BE FORFEI TED TO THE

COW SSI ON.

Section + 2. The act ef—June3—3937{(P1+L-1225No-—316)+— <—
knroewn—as—FheGare—taw- i s anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 732. Har assnment of Game WLDLIFE. --(a) Any person <—

is quilty of an unlawful act if he harasses, drives, or disturbs

any game WLDLIFE with the intent of disrupting the | awful <—

taking, killing, or woundi ng or the attenpted | awful taking,

killing, or woundi ng of any ganme WLDLI FE. Such a person shall, <—

upon convi ction, be sentenced to a fine of up to five hundred

dollars ($500), inprisonnent for up to thirty (30) days, or

(b)Y This section shall not apply to any owner of | and, or

his agent, who takes any action on that land to protect the

| and, any building or other facilities, or any crops or other

vegetati on from damage by any game WLDLI FE. This section shall <—

al so not apply to any nenber of the conmi ssion, the director of
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t he conm ssi on,

any lawfully qualified representati ve of the

commi ssion, or any other | aw enforcenent officer engaged i n any

acti on.

1

2

3 otherw se | awful
4 Section 2 3.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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