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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1124 >3

| NTRODUCED BY KUSSE, HOWARD AND ROVANELLI, OCTOBER 8, 1981

REFERRED TO URBAN AFFAI RS AND HOUSI NG, OCTOBER 8, 1981
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing standards for the body and frame design and
construction and the installation of plunbing, heating and
el ectrical systens for manufactured hones; defining terns;
requi ri ng manufactured hones to bear a | abel issued by the

United States Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent;

providing for the adm nistration of the act; providing for

enforcenent and penalties; and making a repeal.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Manufactured
Housi ng Construction and Safety Standards Authorization Act."”
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Dealer."” Any person engaged in the sale, |easing or
di stribution of new manufactured honmes primarily to persons who

in good faith purchase or | ease a manufactured hone for purposes

ot her than resale.
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"Departnment.” The Departnent of Community Affairs of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

"Distributor.” Any person engaged in the sale and
di stribution of manufactured honmes for resale.

"Label." The formof certification required by the United
St at es Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent to be
permanent|ly affixed to each transportabl e section of each
manuf act ured home manufactured for sale to a purchaser in the
United States. Such |abel is certification by the manufacturer
that the manufactured home confornms to all applicabl e Federal
construction and safety standards.

"“Manuf acturer.” Any person engaged in manufacturing or
assenbl i ng manuf actured homes, including any person engaged in
i mporting manufactured hones for resale.

"“Manuf actured hone." A structure, transportable in one or
nore sections, which, in the traveling node, is eight body feet
or nore in wdth, or 40 body feet or nore in |length, or, when
erected on site, is 320 or nore square feet and which is built
on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling
with or without a permanent foundati on when connected to the
required utilities and includes the plunbing, heating, air
conditioning and el ectrical systenms contained therein. The term
shal |l include any structure which neets all the requirenents of
t hi s paragraph except the size requirenments and with respect to
whi ch the manufacturer voluntarily files a certification
required by the United States Departnent of Housing and Urban
Devel opnment and conplies with the standards established under
this act.

“Manuf act ured hone standards.” The manufactured honme

construction and safety standards adopted pursuant to the
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Nat i onal Manufactured Hone Construction and Safety Standards Act
of 1974, (P.L.96-399), (94 Stat.1641), as anended.

"Person.” An individual, partnership, conpany, corporation
or associ ation engaged in manufacturing or selling nmanufactured
hones.

"Municipality.” Any county, city, borough, incorporated
town, township, home rule charter or optional plan municipality
or any simlar general purpose unit of governnent which may be
created by the CGeneral Assenbly with authority to establish
standards and requirenents applicable to the construction,
installation, alteration and repair of buil dings.

Section 3. Establishnment of manufactured home standards.

(a) Al manufactured homes manufactured and sold or offered
for sale in this Commonweal th, or manufactured in this
Commonweal th and sold or offered for sale outside of the
Commonweal th shall meet the manufactured hone construction and
safety standards adopted by the United States Departnent of
Housi ng and Urban Devel opnment pursuant to the National
Manuf act ured Honme Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974,
as anmended. In addition, the manufactured homes shall conply
wi th any additional standards determ ned by the departnment to be
necessary to reduce personal injuries and deaths, to reduce
i nsurance costs and property danage resulting from accidents, or
to inprove the quality and durability of manufactured hones when
no construction or safety standard has been established by the
United States Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent to
deal with a construction or safety issue identified by the
depart nment.

(b) The departnment nay adopt regul ati ons necessary to carry

out the provisions of this act. If the manufactured hone

19810S1124B1331 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

construction and safety standards adopted by the United States
Depart ment of Housing and Urban Devel opnent, or any section,
part or provisions thereof, is changed, altered or anended, the
department may adopt regul ati ons which are reasonably consi stent
with or identical to the standards, as changed, altered or
anmended.

(c) The departnent shall hold hearings on the regul ations
proposed to be adopted, anended or repealed in accordance wth
the provisions of and no regul ation shall be effective unless
adopted pursuant to the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.?240),
referred to as the Conmonweal th Docunents Law.

Section 4. Effect of standards.

(a) Except in cases of waterline connections to their main
source of supply, sewer drainage |line connections to main sewers
or cesspools or electrical |ine connections to their nmain source
of power, a manufactured hone bearing a | abel affixed pursuant
to the requirenments of this act shall be deenmed to conply with
al |l ordinances, regulations or building codes, or special |ocal
requi renents enacted by any municipality applicable to the body
and frame design and construction and installation of plunbing,
heating and el ectrical systenms within and including the exterior
wal | s of the manufactured hone.

(b) Nothing in this act shall be construed as amendi ng or
repeal i ng any of the provisions of the act of April 27, 1927
(P.L.465, No.299), entitled, as anended, "An act to provide for
the safety of persons enpl oyed, housed, or assenbled in certain
bui l di ngs and structures not in cities of the first class,
second cl ass, and second class A, by requiring certain
construction and ways of egress, equi pnent, and mai nt enance;

providing for the licensing of projectionists, except in cities
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of the first class and second class; requiring the subm ssion of
pl ans for exam nation and approval; providing for the

pronul gation of rules and regul ations for the enforcenent of
this act; providing for the enforcenment of this act by the
Depart ment of Labor and Industry and, in certain cases, by the
chiefs of fire departnents in cities of the third cl ass;

provi ding penalties for violations of the provisions of this
act; and repealing certain acts.”

(c) Nothing in this act shall be construed as amendi ng,
repeal i ng or supersedi ng any nunici pal zoni ng ordi nance,
subdi vi si on and | and devel opnent ordi nance of any ot her
muni ci pal ordi nance, regul ation or code pertaining to the use
and devel opnment of | and.

Section 5. Label required; violations.

(a) Following the effective date of this act, no person nmay
sell or offer for sale in this Commonweal t h or manufacture
within this Commonwealth and sell or offer for sale outside this
Commonweal t h any manufactured honme unless it bears a | abel
certifying that such manufactured hone neets or exceeds the
manuf act ured home standards and departnent regul ations
established by this act. Such |abel shall be displayed in the
manner prescribed by the United States Departnment of Housing and
Ur ban Devel opnent.

(b) No person may affix a | abel to any manufactured hone
whi ch does not neet or exceed the requirenments of the
manuf act ured honme standards and departnent regul ations
established by this act.

Section 6. Fees.
(a) The departnment shall establish a nonitoring inspection

fee in an anmount authorized by the United States Departnent of
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Housi ng and Urban Devel oprent.

(b) The nonitoring inspection fee shall be paid by the
manufacturer in the United States Departnent of Housing and
Urban Devel opnent or its designee.

(c) The departnment nay establish a schedul e of additional
fees reasonably related to the costs incurred by the departnent
in the adm nistration and enforcement of this act.

Section 7. Admnistration of act.

(a) The department is charged with the adm nistration of
this act. It shall have the power to adopt, anend and repeal the
regul ations referred to in section 3. The departnent is
authorized to enter into interdepartnental agreenments for the
pur poses of adm nistration of this act. The departnment nmay enter
into agreenments with the United States Departnment of Housing and
Urban Devel opnent to assume responsibility for enforcenent of
t he manuf actured hone standards and nay join with other states
or public or private agencies for such purposes.

(b) Any authorized representative or enployee of the
departnent, at reasonable tinmes, may enter any factory,
war ehouse or establishnment in the Conmonweal th in which
manuf act ured honmes are manufactured, stored or held for sale,
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the requirenents of this
act and the regul ations of the departnment have been and are
bei ng net.

(c) No person may interfere, obstruct or hinder an
aut hori zed representative of the departnment in the performance
of his duties as set forth in the provisions of this act.

(d) Each manufacturer, distributor and deal er of
manuf act ured honmes shall establish and maintain such records,

make such reports and provide such information as the depart nent
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or the United States Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent
may reasonably require to be able to determ ne whether such
manuf acturer, distributor or dealer has acted and is acting in
conpliance with this act and the departnment regul ations. Upon
request of a person duly designated by the departnent, each
manuf acturer, distributor or dealer of manufactured homes shal
permt such person to inspect appropriate books, papers, records
and docunents relative to determ ni ng whet her such manufact urer
di stributor or dealer has acted and is acting in conpliance with
this act and the departnent regul ations.

Section 8. Consuner protection.

The departnent is authorized to receive, investigate and act
upon conplaints relating to nonconpliance with the Nationa
Manuf act ured Honme Construction and Safety Standards act of 1974,
as anmended, and the standards and regul ati ons adopted or
approved thereunder. The department shall adopt regul ations
establishing procedures and criteria necessary to carry out the
provi sions of this section.

Section 9. Penalties.

(a) Any person who violates or fails to conply with any
provi sions of the National Mnufactured Hone Construction and
Safety Standards Act of 1974, as anended, this act or any
regul ation or final order issued thereunder shall be |iable for
a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000 for each violation. Each
viol ation of the National Mnufactured Honme Construction and
Safety Standards Act of 1974, this act, or any regulation or
order issued under either this act or the National Mnufactured
Hone Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, shal
constitute a separate violation with respect to each

manuf act ured home or with respect to each failure or refusal to
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1 allow or performan act required thereby, except that the

2 maximumcivil penalty shall not exceed $1, 000,000 for any

3 related series of violations occurring within one year fromthe
4 date of the first violation.

5 (b) Any individual, or a director, officer or agent of a

6 corporation who knowingly and willfully violates the provisions
7 of this act or section 610 of the National Mnufactured Home

8 Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974 in a manner which
9 threatens the health and safety of any purchaser shall be fined
10 not nore than $1,000 or inprisoned not nore than one year, or
11 bot h.
12 Section 10. Repealer.
13 The act of May 11, 1972 (P.L.281, No.69), known as the
14 "Uni form Standards Code for Mobile Homes," is hereby repeal ed.
15 Section 11. Effective date.
16 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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