PRINTER S NO. 2867

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 155 =%

| NTRODUCED BY CESSAR, KUKOVI CH, PETERSON, SIEM NSKI, DAW DA AND
WACHOB, FEBRUARY 8, 1982

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, FEBRUARY 8, 1982
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In the House of Representatives, February 8, 1982

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives of Pennsylvania is
faced with many conpl ex public issues having scientific,
technol ogi ¢ or technical conponents; and

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the House of Representatives of
Pennsyl vania to provide its individual nmenbers or their staff
and commttees with proper resources to evaluate these public
i ssues including sources of independent, nonpartisan informtion
and expertise; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsylvania is bl essed with
many great colleges and universities and ot her organizations
with vast scientific and technical resources; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives of the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a i n Novenber 1976, and with partial funding fromthe
Nat i onal Sci ence Foundation, in cooperation wth Drexel
Uni versity, Lincoln University, Pennsylvania State University,
Tenpl e University, the University of Pennsylvania and the

University of Pittsburgh established the Legislative Ofice for



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Research Liaison to provide the House of Representatives with an
i ndependent, nonpartisan source of information and expertise on
public issues having scientific, technol ogic or technical
conmponent s; and

WHEREAS, During the first five years of operation, the
Legislative Ofice for Research Liaison has conpleted over 1,200
projects in response to inquiries initiated by over 200
| egislators and their staff; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives of Pennsylvani a has
been a national |eader as evidenced by the fact that the
Legislative Ofice for Research Liaison has served as a node
for other state legislatures in Al abama, Arkansas, Maryl and,
M chi gan, Puerto Rico and Texas, each of which has established
its own research agency that is formally linked to academ c
institutions; therefore be it

RESCLVED, The House of Representatives of Pennsylvani a does
hereby establish a Legislative Ofice for Research Liaison,
hereinafter referred to as LORL, to provide the House of
Representatives with an i ndependent, nonparti san source of
i nformati on and expertise on public issues having scientific,
technol ogi ¢ or technical conmponents; and be it further

RESCLVED, LORL shall serve as the legislative service agency
responsi ble for the on-line access to the Legislative
Informati on Service adm nistered by the National Conference of
State Legislatures (NCSL). On any topic of interest to
| egislators or their staff, contact with LORL will result in a
conput eri zed search for information fromfour major data files:
State legislative research reports, NCSL articles, other
publ i cations such as Federal docunments and Congressi onal

Research Service issue briefs and NCSL research nanagenent
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i nformati on. Upon request, LORL shall be responsible for
obtaining the full text of all those publications identified
t hrough NCSL's Legislative Information Service; and be it
further

RESCLVED, The operation of LORL shall be under the control
and direction of the Legislative Coormittee for Research Liaison,
hereinafter referred to as the LORL Conm ttee, which shal
consi st of the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
Majority Leader of the House of Representatives, one nenber of
the Majority Party of the House of Representatives to be
appoi nted by the Speaker, the Mnority Leader of the House of
Representatives, the Mnority Wi p of the House of
Representati ves, one nenber of the Mnority Party of the House
of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker after
consultation with the Mnority Leader of the House of
Representatives, and two representatives from anong the
participating organizations to be appointed by the Speaker after
consultation with the University Coommittee for Research Liaison
The Speaker, the Majority Leader, the Mnority Leader and the
Mnority Wiip of the House of Representatives nay designhate
anot her nmenber of their respective caucuses to be a nenber of
the LORL Committee in their stead or to tenporarily act on
behal f of such officer. Menbers of the LORL Commi ttee who are
menbers of the House of Representatives shall serve during each
regul ar session of the General Assenbly and shall continue as
menbers until the first Tuesday in January of the next odd-
nunbered year and until their respective successors shal
qual i fy, provided they continue to be nenbers of the House of
Representati ves. Menbers of the LORL Commttee who are

representatives of a participating organization shall serve
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during a regul ar session of the General Assenbly and until their
respective successors shall qualify. Such nenbers of the LORL
Committee who are representatives of participating organi zations
shall be chosen fromthe University Commttee for Research
Li ai son, but no such nmenber may serve on the LORL Committee for
two consecutive regul ar sessions of the General Assenbly. The
LORL Committee has a continuing exi stence and nay neet and
conduct its business during sessions of the Legislature or any
recess thereof and in the interimbetween sessions; and be it
further

RESCLVED, The LORL Committee shall organize i mediately after
the final enactnment of this resolution, and thereafter within 30
days after the convening of the regular session of the General
Assenbly. The Speaker of the House of Representatives or his
desi gnee shall be the Chairnman and the Executive Director of
LORL shall serve as the recording secretary for the LORL
Committee. The LORL Commttee shall elect a Secretary and such
other officers as it deens necessary. The LORL Conmittee shal
neet at | east sem -annually during each cal endar year. The tine
and place of neetings of the LORL Conmittee shall be at the cal
of the chairman. Five nenbers of the LORL Conmittee shal
constitute a quorumand an affirmative vote of five nenbers
shall be necessary to pass on any nmatter requiring action; and
be it further

RESCLVED, The LORL Committee shall have the foll ow ng powers
and duti es:

(1) To establish and operate LORL
(2) To appoint and enploy an Executive Director, who
shall be the chief executive officer of the LORL Commttee,

and to fix the conpensation for such Executive Director. The
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LORL Committee shall seek the advice of the University
Conmittee for Research Liaison in the selection of an
Executive Director of LORL.

(3) To determ ne the nunber of pernmanent professional
and support staff as the LORL Commttee deens necessary in
the performance of its duties. In addition, the LORL
Committee shall establish job qualifications and descriptions
for each permanent position and set initial appointnent
salary ranges for all permanent positions.

(4) To determne the terns and conditions for the
appoi ntment of visiting scientists and student interns and
t he appoi ntnment of part-tine staff as the LORL Comm ttee
deens necessary in the performance of its duties.

(5) To enter into contracts for such professional,
expert, or technical services as the LORL Cormittee deens
necessary in the performance of its duties.

(6) To purchase or rent such equi pnment and supplies as
the LORL Committee deens necessary in the performance of its
duti es.

(7) To make such rules and regul ations as the LORL
Committee deens necessary to properly fulfill its powers and
duties including, but not limted to, the determ nation of
the ternms and conditions to be nmet by any participating
or gani zati on.

(8) To receive applications and to prepare for
ratification by the House of Representatives, prior to the
begi nni ng of an odd- nunbered cal endar year, the list of new
participating organizations, if any, deened appropriate for
carrying out the purposes of this resolution.

(9) To determne the long-termresearch projects to be
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undertaken by LORL. Such determ nation shall be nmade after
consultation with the University Cormttee for Research
Li ai son.
(10) To nonitor and evaluate the performance of LORL
(11) To accept on behalf of LORL nonetary aid or grants
fromthe Federal Governnent, any college or university, or
any foundation or agency. Such aid or grants shall be
appropriated to LORL to carry out the purposes of this
resol ution; and be it further
RESCLVED, The Executive Director of LORL shall perform such
duties as shall be assigned himby the LORL Committee including,
but not limted to, the day-to-day operation of LORL and the
determ nati on of personnel policies for LORL staff. However, the
Executive Director may hire only those permanent staff in
positions authorized by the LORL Conmttee and at initial
starting salaries that fall within the salary ranges set by the
LORL Committee; visiting scientists and interns nay be appointed
by the Executive Director in conpliance with the terns and
conditions applicable to said part-time positions. In addition,
t he Executive Director of LORL shall be responsible for
(1) The preparation of an annual expenditure plan for
the review and approval of the LORL Comm ttee.
(2) Conveying and assigning legislative inquiries to the
LORL staff and issuing conpleted responses/reports to the
appropriate Legislators or their staff and conmttees of the
House of Representatives.
(3) Overseeing the continuous and efficient search for
information fromthe NCSL's Legislative Information Service;
and be it further

RESCLVED, The Executive Director shall have the follow ng
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m ni mum qual i fications to be eligible for appointnent:
(1) An earned doctoral degree froman accredited
institution of higher learning in the physical, life, or
soci al sciences.
(2) Direct working experience in the |egislative process
and experience in higher education as an adm ni strator and
t eacher/resear cher
(3) The ability to translate conplex scientific or
technical information into | anguage that is reasonably
under st andabl e.
(4) The tact, diplonacy, and credentials to forma good
wor ki ng rel ati onshi p between the House of Representatives and
the various participating organizations in LORL
In lieu of the above qualifications, the LORL Conmittee may
determ ne that the educational background and experience of a
person is such that they are equivalent to the above
qual i fications and that such person is capable of performng the
duties of Executive Director of LORL; and be it further

RESCLVED, The interaction of the participating organizations
with LORL shall be coordinated by the University Comrittee for
Research Liaison, hereinafter referred to as the University
Committee. The University Commttee shall consist of the Speaker
of the House, the Mnority Leader of the House, one nenber from
each participating organi zati on appoi nted by the Chairman of the
LORL Conmittee after consultation with the chief admnistrative
of ficer of each participating organization, and the Executive
Director of LORL who shall serve as Chairman of the University
Committee. The designated Legislators nay each nane anot her
menber of their respective caucuses to serve in their stead on

the University Commttee. Such nmenbers of the University
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Committee shall serve during each regul ar session of the General
Assenbly and until their respective successors shall qualify;
and be it further
RESCLVED, The University Commttee shall neet at the call of
the chairman and shall be responsible for recomending to the
LORL Committee those policies and procedures whi ch woul d
contribute to the objectives of LORL; advising the Executive
Director of LORL on neans to facilitate and nake nore nutually
beneficial the relationship of LORL with the participating
organi zations in their use of resource personnel and data in
responding to inquiries fromLORL; and handling those matters
specifically referred to it by the LORL Commttee; and be it
further
RESCLVED, The follow ng shall be the charter participating
organi zati ons for purposes of this resolution:
Drexel University.
Li ncol n Uni versity.
Pennsyl vani a State University.
Tenpl e Uni versity.
Uni versity of Pennsyl vani a.
University of Pittsburgh; and be it further
RESCLVED, Wthin 60 days of the enactnent of this resolution,
the chief adm nistrative officer of each of the above-nanmed
col |l eges and universities shall submt in witing to the
Chai rman of the LORL Conmittee a statenent including, but not
limted to,
(1) the nane, title, address, and phone nunber of the
person on his canpus designated as the contact for the
processing of legislative inquiries received from LORL

(2) agreenment to provide the services without cost to
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t he House of Representatives of visiting scientists according
to a master schedule for visiting scientists as devel oped and
approved by the LORL Conmitt ee;
(3) the nane, title, address, and phone nunber of the
person on his canpus designated as the person responsible for
government relations between his institution and the
Conmmonweal t h; and
(4) a statenment indicating that his institution is
willing to continue as a participating organi zation during
t he remai nder of the regular session of the General Assenbly
in which this resolution is enacted; and be it further
RESCLVED, The chief adm nistrative officer of any other
organi zati on, unnaned herein, seeking nenbership as a
partici pating organi zation for purposes of this resolution shal
submt in witing, not later than August 31 in any even-nunbered
year, to the Chairman of the LORL Committee, an application for
menber ship including, but not limted to, evidence of ability to
neet the ternms and conditions as required by the LORL Comrittee
for any participating organi zati on; however, no organization
havi ng an apparent advocacy interest in any public issues
handl ed by LORL shall be considered for nenbership as a
participating organization; and be it further

RESCLVED, The House of Representatives, not |ater than
Decenber 31 in any even-nunbered year, shall consider for
ratification by appropriate resolution the list of new
participating organizations, if any, as submitted and
recommended by the LORL Committee and, upon ratification by the
House of Representatives, those organi zati ons so approved by the
House of Representatives shall be considered as participating

menbers as of January 1 in the follow ng odd-nunbered year; and
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be it further

RESCLVED, The House of Representatives, its nenbers or their
staff, and commttees may request assistance from LORL on any
public issue having scientific, technologic or technical
conmponent s i ncluding those requests requiring a search for
information fromthe NCSL's Legislative Information Service. A
response to each inquiry shall be made according to guidelines
devel oped and approved by the LORL Commttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, The Controller in the Ofice of the Chief Cerk of
t he House of Representatives shall be responsible for the
paynent of all salaries and expenses of LORL according to
gui del i nes devel oped and approved by the LORL Commttee; and be
it further

RESCLVED, All prior unspent appropriations to LORL shall not
| apse and are hereby reappropriated to LORL established by this
resol ution; and be it further

RESCLVED, The nmenbers of the LORL Conmittee and the
University Conmittee, except the Executive Director of LORL
shall serve w thout conpensation. Only | egislators shall be
rei nbursed for reasonabl e expenses incurred while attending
sessions of the commttee of which they are nenbers or any
subconm ttee thereof; and be it further

RESCLVED, This resolution shall take effect immedi ately.
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