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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 138 *%&”

I NTRODUCED BY RI TTER, CAWEY, WARGO, LESCOVITZ, COHEN, ZW KL
SEVENTY, STUBAN, CLARK, LETTERVAN, MORRI S, COLAFELLA,
STEI GHNER, WOZNI AK, SHOWERS, KUKOVI CH, WACHOB, DeWEESE,
HCEFFEL, HALUSKA, OLASZ, LI VENGOOD, PENDLETON, TRELLO,
Pl STELLA, M CHLOVI C, GAMBLE, WAMBACH, BELFANTI, CAPPABI ANCA
BLAUM Tl GUE, CALTAG RONE, SHUPNI K, CRUI TZA, MCALL, COWELL,
LUCYK, D. R WRI GHT, EVANS, KOMLYSHYN, VAN HORNE, MANDERI NO,
IRVIS, A K.  HUTCH NSON, DUFFY, F. E. TAYLOR, STEWART, SWVEET
AND FEE, DECEMBER 15, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, DECEMBER 15, 1981
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In the House of Representatives, Decenber 15, 1981

VWHEREAS, The crinme of arson is the root cause of a nultitude
of ills--some are econom c, sone social and hunmanitarian and
sonme political; and

WHEREAS, The economi c inpact is staggering--property |osses
go as high as $2, 000, 000,000 a year in the United States. The
hi dden cost of arson nmultiplies this figure many tines in terns
of lost jobs and incone, the erosion of the tax base and the
publ i ¢ noneys needed to pay for firefighters and police
protection; and

VWHEREAS, There are trenmendous social costs--the thousands of
fam lies burned out of their homes and the systematic
destruction of entire nei ghborhoods; and

WHEREAS, There is a heavy toll in human m sery--nore than 500

lives lost to arson fires each year in the United States and
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nore than 10,000 injuries; and

WHEREAS, The political considerations are also significant.
Arson cuts across a majority of the public policy issues which
concern public authorities and insurers--the charges of
redlining, of unfair discrimnation, criticisnms of underwiting
and cl ainms practices; and

WHEREAS, There were 5,087 arsons reported in the Comopnweal th
in 1980; and

WHEREAS, The total property danmage fromarson in the
Commonweal th in 1980 was $78, 500, 000; and

VHEREAS, The enforcenent of our arson laws is of the utnost
i nportance to the people of the Comonweal th; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a hereby urges the Governor to
establish a toll-free nunber in the Pennsylvani a Energency
Managenent Agency O fice of the State Fire Comm ssioner for the
reporting of information relating to arson and that al
information that is reported shall be turned over to the
respective | aw enforcenent agency in the jurisdiction wherein
the fire occurred and to the Ofice of the Attorney General for
the use in prosecuting the offenders. The Attorney Ceneral is
urged to work in concert with the respective county district
attorneys; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be i mediately

transmtted to the Governor and to the Attorney Ceneral
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