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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1604 *55”

| NTRODUCED BY TELEK, GEI ST, WOZN AK, GRUPPO, DAW DA, JOHNSON,
COSLETT AND OLASZ, JUNE 16, 1981

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 16, 1981
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes, further providing that certain
conpetition between individuals and the pronotion of such
conpetition be unlawful and providing specific penalties for
certain activities related to such conpetition.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18, act of Novenber 25, 1970 (P.L. 707,
No. 230), known as the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, is
anended by adding a section to read:

8 7107. Tough guy conpetiti on.

(a) GCeneral rule.--1t shall be unlawful for any person or

corporation to pronote, sponsor or to participate in any nanner

in the staging of, or the conduct of, any conpetition referred

to as a tough quy contest or a battle of the brawlers or in any

simlar conpetition.

(b)Y Specific penalties.--

(1) The pronotion of any conpetition which is prohibited

in subsection (a) is a nm sdeneanor of the first degree. Any
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person who i s or any corporation which is found quilty of

pronoti ng such conpetiti on shall be sentenced to pay a fine

of $25, 000.

(2) The sponsorship of any conpetition which is

prohi bited in subsection (a) is a m sdeneanor of the first

deqgree. Any person who i s or any corporation which is found

quilty of sponsoring such conpetition shall be sentenced to

pay a fine of $10, 000.

(3) Any person who participates as a contestant in any

conpetition prohibited in subsection (a) conmts a

m sdeneanor of the first degree.

(4) For each second and subsequent viol ati on of

subsection (a), the penalties provided in this secti on shal

be doubl ed.

(5) Whenever a corporation is found quilty in paragraph

(1) or (2), the chief executive officer of the corporation

shall be liable for the penalties i nposed by the court.

(c) Definition.--For purposes of this section the phrase

"tough guy contest" or "battle of the brawl ers" neans any

conpetition which invol ves any physi cal contact bout between two

or nore individuals, none of whom has had professi onal boxi ng or

wrestling experience nor has trained in the nartial arts, who

attenpt to knock out their opponent by enpl oyi ng boxi ng,

westling, nartial arts tactics, or any conbi nati on thereof and

by usi ng techni ques including, but not linmted to, punches,

ki cks and choking. This termshall not apply to amateur or

pr of essi onal contests of the martial arts and any coll eqgi ate or

schol astic boxing, westling or nmartial arts contest.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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