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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1542 =%

| NTRODUCED BY FLECK, TADDONI O, HEI SER AND CESSAR, JUNE 15, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, JUNE 15, 1981

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 6, 1956 (1955 P.L.1444, No.465),

entitled, as anended, "An act to pronote the welfare of the
peopl e of this Commonweal th; creating Port Authorities to
function in counties of the second class as bodies corporate
and politic, with power to plan, acquire, construct, maintain
and operate facilities and projects for the inprovenent and
devel opnment of the port district and to borrow noney and

i ssue bonds therefor; providing for the paynent of such bonds
and prescribing the rights of the holders thereof; conferring
the right of em nent donain on the authorities; authorizing
the authorities to enter into contracts with and to accept
grants fromthe Federal governnent or any agency thereof; and
conferring exclusive jurisdiction on certain courts over
rates and services; and authorizing the authorities to
collect tolls, fares, fees, rentals and charges for the use
of facilities; defining the authorities' powers and duties,
and defining the port districts; granting Port Authorities

t he exclusive right to engage in the business of owning,
operating, and maintaining a transportation systemfor the
transportation of persons in counties of the second class,
provi di ng, when necessary, for extension of transportation
systens into adjoining counties and outside of said counties
as provided in the act; limting the jurisdiction of the
Public Utility Comm ssion over Port Authorities; authorizing
muni ci palities to nake | oans and grants and to transfer
existing facilities; authorizing Port Authorities to enter
into contracts with and to accept grants from State and | ocal
governments or agencies thereof; exenpting the property and
facilities of such Port Authorities fromtaxation and
limting the time to comence civil action against said

Aut horities,” requiring at |east three judges to hear and
deci de appeal s.
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her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Cause (9) of subsection (b) of section 3, act of
April 6, 1956 (1955 P.L.1414, No.465), known as the "Second
C ass County Port Authority Act," amended October 7, 1959
(P.L.1266, No.479), repealed in part June 7, 1971 (P.L. 118,
No. 6) and April 28, 1978 (P.L.202, No.53), is anmended to read:

Section 3. * * *

(b) Each authority is hereby granted and shall have and may
exercise all powers necessary or convenient for the carrying out
of the aforesaid purposes, including but without limting the
generality of the foregoing, the following rights or powers:

* x *

(9) To fix, alter, charge and collect fares, rates, rentals
and other charges for its facilities by zones or otherw se at
reasonable rates to be determ ned exclusively by it, subject to
appeal, as hereinafter provided, for the purpose of providing
for the paynment of the expenses of the authority, the
acqui sition, construction, inprovenent, repair, maintenance and
operation of its facilities and properties, the paynent of the
principal and interest on its obligations, and to conply fully
with the ternms and provisions of any agreenents nade with the
purchasers or hol ders of any such obligations. The authority
shall determne by itself exclusively, the facilities to be
operated by it and the services to be available to the public.
Any person questioning the reasonabl eness of any rate or
services fixed by an authority may bring suit agai nst the
authority in the court of comron pleas of the county
i ncorporating the authority. The court of conmon pleas shal
have exclusive jurisdiction to determ ne the reasonabl eness of

fares, rates and other charges or services fixed, altered,
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charged or collected by an authority. The court shall make such
order as to fares, rates and other charges or services as to it

shall be just and proper. No |l ess than three judges of the court

* * %

1
2
3
4 of common pleas shall hear and decide the appeal.
5
6

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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