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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 27, 1974 (P.L.995, No.326),
entitled "An act regulating the practice of veterinary
medi ci ne and i nposing penalties,” further providing for
abandonnment of aninals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 34, act of Decenber 27, 1974 (P.L.995,
No. 326), known as the "Veterinary Medicine Practice Act,"” is
amended to read:

Section 34. Abandonnment of Animals by Omer; Procedure for
Handling.--(a) Any animal placed in the custody of a |licensed
doctor of veterinary nedicine for treatnment, boarding, or other
care which shall be abandoned by its owner or his agent for a
period of nore than ten days after witten notice by registered
return receipt mail is given to the owner or his agent at his

| ast known address and return receipt is received by the doctor,

may be turned over to the custody of the nearest Hunmane Society
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or dog pound in the area for disposal after [thirty days] ferty— <—
etght SI XTY hours as such custodi an may deem proper. During such <—
[thirty day] ferty-—etght SI XTY hour period, the aninmal nmay be <—

rel eased only to the owner or his agent. |If the owner clains the

aninmal, he shall be liable for room and board charges for the

ani nmal during the abandonnent peri od.

(b) The giving of notice to the owner, or the agent of the
owner, of such animal by the Iicensed doctor of veterinary
nmedi ci ne as provided in subsection (a) and recei pt of return
recei pt by the doctor which he shall retain for [thirty] twelve
days, shall relieve the doctor of veterinary nedicine, and any
custodi an to whom such ani mal may be given of any further
l[iability for disposal. It is further provided that such
procedure by the licensed doctor of veterinary nedicine shal
not constitute grounds for disciplinary procedure under this
act .

(c) For the purpose of this section, the term "abandonnment"
nmeans to forsake entirely or to neglect or refuse to provide or
performthe | egal obligations for the care and support of an
animal by its owner or his agent. Such abandonnent shal
constitute relinquishnment of all rights and clainms by the owner

to such ani nal .

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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