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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consolidated Statutes, further providing for firearns and for

penalties relating thereto.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 6102, 6105, 6106 and 6109 of Title 18,
act of November 25, 1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, are anmended to read:

§ 6102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provi sions of this subchapter which are applicable to specific
provi sions of this subchapter, the follow ng words and phrases,
when used in this subchapter shall have, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwi se, the meanings given to themin this
secti on:

["Firearm" Any pistol or revolver with a barrel |ess than

12 inches, any shotgun with a barrel |ess than 24 inches, or any

rifle wwth a barrel |ess than 15 inches.]
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"Crime of violence.”" Any of the following crinmes, or an
attenpt to commit any of the same, nanely: nurder, voluntary

mansl| aughter, rape, involuntary devi ate sexual intercourse,

aggravat ed assault, robbery, burglary, [entering a building with
intent to commit a crine therein,] arson and ki dnappi ng.

"Firearm" Any pistol or revolver with a barrel |ess than 16

i nches, any shotgun with a barrel |ess than 18 i nches or any

rifle with a barrel |less than 26 i nches. The barrel | ength on a

pi stol, revolver, shotqun or rifle shall be determ ned by

measuring fromthe nuzzle end of the barrel to the face of the

cl osed action, bolt or cylinder, as the case may be. The term

firearmincludes any firearmwith a matchl ock, flintl ock

percussi on cap, or sinmlar type of ignition system nmanufactured

in or before 1898, and any replica of the sane if such replica

is not desi gned or redesigned for using rinfire or conventi onal

centerfire fixed anmunition, or uses rinfire or conventi onal

centerfire fixed anmmunition which is no | onger manufactured in

the United States and which is not readily available in the

ordi nary channels of commercial trade. The term does not incl ude

any antique or replica firearmwhich is not operable, readily

converted to operation or is otherwi se unsuitable for use, and

is possessed as a curio or relic.

"Local official." Wth respect to the application for

l'i censing of any person whose princi pal place of residence or

business is in a city, the chief, conm ssioner or superintendent

of the city police departnent. Wth respect to the application

for licensing of any other person, the sheriff of the county.

"Unl oaded." The status of a firearmwhen all ammuniti on has

been renpved and separated fromthe firearm

8§ 6105. [Former convict] Certain persons not to own
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1 afirearm etc

2 [ No person who has been convicted in this Conmonweal th or

3 elsewhere of a crime of violence shall own a firearm or have

4 one in his possession or under his control.]

5 No person shall own or possess a firearm who:

6 (1) has been convicted in this Commonwealth of a crine

7 of violence or solicitation, conspiracy or an attenpt to

8 conmit a crinme of violence;

9 (2) has been convicted el sewhere of a crine _equival ent
10 to a crine of violence or a solicitation, conspiracy or_an
11 attenpt to conmit such cring;

12 (3) is a known habitual user of alcohol or drugs, or who
13 is known to be of unsound m nd; or

14 (4) is under the age of 18 years except that any person
15 under the age of 18 who is otherwise in conformance with the
16 provisions of this subchapter and any other applicable

17 statutes is eligible for the exception provided in section

18 6106(b) (4) (relating to firearns not to be carried wthout a
19 license).

20 8§ 6106. Firearnms not to be carried without a |license.

21 (a) Ofense defined.--No person shall carry a firearmin any
22 vehicle or [conceal ed] on or about his person, except in his

23 place of abode or fixed place of business, without a |license

24 therefor as provided in this subchapter.

25 (b) Exceptions.--The provisions of subsection (a) [of this
26 section] shall not apply to:

27 [(1) Constables, sheriffs, prison or jail wardens, or

28 their deputies, policenmen of this Commonwealth or its

29 political subdivisions, or other |aw enforcenent officers.

30 (2) Menbers of the arny, navy or marine corps of the
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United States or of the National Guard or organi zed reserves
when on duty.

(3) The regularly enrolled nmenbers of any organization
duly organi zed to purchase or receive such weapons fromthe
United States or fromthis Commonweal th

(4) The nenbers of any organi zation incorporated under
the laws of this Conmonweal th, engaged in target shooting
with rifle, pistol, or revolver, if such nenbers are at or
are going to or fromtheir places of assenbly or target
practice. ]

(1) Any person properly licensed to carry firearns

pursuant to section 6109(a) (relating to |icenses and

(2) Constables, sheriffs, prison or jail wardens, or

their deputies; | aw enforcenment officers of the Fish and Gane

Conmmi ssi on; policenen of this Commonwealth or its political

subdi vi sions; other | aw enforcenent officers of this

Commpnweal th or its political subdivisions, who are duly

aut horized to carry firearns; policenen or other | aw

enforcenent officers of foreign jurisdictions, who are duly

authorized to carry firearns, and who are on official duty

within this Conmobnweal th; policenen or other | aw enforcenent

officers of foreign jurisdictions, who are duly authorized to

carry firearns, and are traveling to and fromtheir

residence, within this Conmonwealth, to their place of

enpl oynent within a foreign jurisdiction.

(3) Menbers of the arned forces of the United States or

of the National Guard or organi zed reserves, while on duty.

(4) The nenbers of any club or organi zati on or gani zed

and i ncorporated under the laws of this Commponwealth for the
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1 purpose of target shooting with a firearm upon established

2 target ranges, if:

3 (i) such nenbers are at or going to or returning

4 fromtheir place of assenbly or target practice, at an

5 established target range;

6 (ii) all firearns are unl oaded and carried in a

7 secure w apper _or_container, not concealed on their

8 person, while traveling to and going fromthe established
9 target ranges; and

10 (iii) such nenbers have been issued a pernit

11 pursuant to section 6109(b).

12 (5) Al persons, while traveling to and returning from
13 their place of enploynent, for which they have been certified
14 to carry firearns pursuant to and in accordance with the

15 provisions of the act of October 10, 1974 (P.L.705, No.235),
16 known as the "Lethal Wapons Training Act."

17 [(5)] (6) Oficers or enployees of the United States

18 duly authorized to carry a [conceal ed] firearm

19 [(6)] (7) Agents, nessengers and ot her enpl oyees of
20 common carriers, banks, or business firnms, whose duties
21 require themto protect noneys, val uables and other property
22 in the discharge of such duties. This exception shall not
23 authorize the carrying of a concealed firearm
24 [(7)] (8) Any person engaged in the business of
25 manuf acturing, repairing, or dealing in firearnms, or the
26 agent or representative of any such person, having in his
27 possession, using or carrying a firearmin the usual or
28 ordi nary course of such business.
29 [(8)] (9) Any person while carrying a firearm unl oaded
30 and in a secure wapper fromthe place of purchase to his
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1 home or place of business, or to a place of repair or back to
2 his home or place of business, or in noving fromone place of
3 abode or business to anot her.

4 [(9)] (10) Persons licensed to hunt or fish in this

5 Commonweal th, if:

6 (i) such persons are actually hunting or fishing or
7 are going to the places where they desire to hunt or fish
8 or returning from such places;

9 (ii) such persons have been issued a permt pursuant
10 to section 6109(b); and

11 (iii) firearnms are not concealed on their persons

12 and, while traveling to and fromthe place they desire to
13 hunt or fish, all firearns are unl oaded and carried in a
14 secure w apper or_container.

15 [(10)] (11) Persons training dogs, if:

16 (i) such persons are actually training dogs during
17 the regular training season or are going to the places

18 where they are training dogs or are returning from such
19 pl aces;
20 (ii) such persons have been issued a permt pursuant
21 to section 6109(b); and
22 (iii) firearnms are not concealed on their persons
23 and, while traveling to and fromthe place they desire to
24 train dogs, all firearns are unloaded and carried in a
25 secure w apper or_container.
26 [(c) Registration required in connection with field or
27 stream exenptions.--Before any exenption shall be granted under
28 paragraphs (b)(9) or (b)(10) of this section to any person
29 licensed to hunt or fish or who desires to train dogs, such

30 person shall at the time of securing his hunting or fishing
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license or any time after any such |icense has issued, register
with the county treasurer the nmake of the firearmhe desires to
carry, and the caliber and nunber thereof, on a blank to be
furni shed by the Pennsylvania State Police. The ori ginal

regi stration shall be delivered to the person registering such
firearm and a copy thereof shall be forwarded by the county
treasurer to the Pennsylvania State Police. As of January 1,
1972, the county treasurer shall be entitled to collect a fee of
50 cents for each such registration of a firearmwhich fee shal
be paid to the county. The registration of a firearm as
provided in this subsection, shall be good only for the year for
whi ch the hunting or fishing license in connection with which it
is granted, is issued.

(d) Revocation of registration.--Any registration of a
firearmunder subsection (c) of this section nmay be revoked by
the county treasurer who issued it, upon witten notice to the
hol der thereof.]

8 61009. Li censes and pernits.

[(a) Issue of license.--The chief or head of any police
force or police departnment of a city, and, el sewhere, the
sheriff of a county, nmay, upon the application of any person,
issue a license to such person to carry a firearmin a vehicle
or conceal ed on or about his person within this Commonweal th for
not nmore than one year fromdate of issue, if it appears that
t he applicant has good reason to fear an injury to his person or
property, or has any other proper reason for carrying a firearm
and that he is a suitable person to be so licensed.]

(a) CQualifications for |license.--

(1) The appropriate |local official nmay, upon the

application of any person, issue a license to such person if
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it appears after reasonabl e investigati on that the applicant

has:

(i) qgood reason to fear an injury to the applicant's

person or property and that carrying a firearmwl |

materially reduce the chances of such injury occurring;

or

(ii) any other proper reason whi ch would necessitate

the carrying of a firearm

(2) A local official shall not knowingly issue a |license

to any person disqualified fromowni ng or possessing a

firearm under section 6105 (relating to certain persons not

to own a firearm etc.)

(3) In the case of an application for a |license where

the applicant is a resident of or has his principal place of

busi ness in a nunicipality, other than a city, which has an

organi zed police departnent, the application shall require

t he approval of the chief, conmi ssioner or superintendent of

such nuni ci pal police departnent in addition to the approval

of the county sheriff processing the application.

(b)Y Sportsperson's firearmpernt.--Before any excepti on

under section 6106(b)(4),(10) or (11) (relating to firearns not

to be carried without a |license) shall be valid, a person

desiring the benefit of any such exenpti on shall secure a

sportsperson's firearmpermt froma county treasurer. The

county treasurer shall issue a pernit, valid for one year, upon

verifying that the applicant has been i ssued a current

Pennsyl vani a hunting or fishing |license. A duplicate of the

permit shall be forwarded to the Pennsylvania State Police. The

permit so i ssued shall be valid throughout the Commonweal th

regardl ess of which county treasurer issued the permt.
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(c) |Issuance of license.--

(1) Upon proper conpletion of a |license application form

and upon approval by the appropriate |ocal official or

officials, the applicant shall be issued the origi nal thereof

whi ch shall constitute a tenporary license to carry firearns

t hr oughout this Conmpbnweal th. The tenporary |license so i ssued

shall be valid for 30 days unl ess sooner revoked.

(2) Wthin 48 hours of the i ssuance of a tenporary

li cense, the issuing |local official shall forward a duplicate

of the license application formto the Pennsyl vani a State

Poli ce who shall make a records i nvestigati on to ensure that

the applicant is not ineligible for |icensing under section

6105(1) or (2). The records investigati on shall be nade as

soon as possi ble after receipt of the duplicate |icense

application form but in no event |later than 20 days after

its receipt. If the issuing |local official does not receive a

noti ce of disqualification of an applicant fromthe

Pennsyl vania State Police within 30 days fromthe date of

i ssuance of the tenporary license the |ocal official shal

i ssue the appropriate duplicate of the original |icense

application formto the applicant which shall constitute a

pernmanent |license to carry firearns throughout this

Commpnweal th. A pernmanent |icense shall be valid for four

vears fromthe original date of application, unless sooner

r evoked.

[(b) Formof license.--The license] (d) License and pernit

fornms and content.--License applications shall be in

[triplicate] quadruplicate and permt applications shall be in

triplicate, in a formto be prescribed by the Pennsylvania State

Police, and shall bear the nane, address, description, and
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desiring a license or pernit. [The original thereof shall be
delivered to the licensee, the duplicate shall, within seven
days, be sent by registered or certified mail to the
Commi ssi oner of the Pennsylvania State Police, and the
triplicate shall be preserved for six years by the authority

issuing said license.] The Pennsylvania State Police shal

mai ntain a copy of license and permt application forns for the

period of tinme prescribed by requl ati on of the Attorney General.

The issuing |local official or county treasurer shall nmintain

the final duplicate copy of license or permt applications for

[(c)] (e) Fee.--[The fee for issuing such license shall be
50 cents, which fee shall be paid into the county treasury,
except that if the applicant exhibits a resident hunter's

license issued to himfor the current |icense year, the fee

shall not be charged.] The application fee for a |license shal

be $25 and the application fee for a pernit shall be $10 whi ch

fees shall be payable to the nmunicipality of the issuing | ocal

official or county treasurer as appropri ate, except that $10 of

such fee shall be payable to the Pennsyl vania State Police in

the case of |icenses.

[(d)] (f) Revocation.--Any [such] license to carry firearns

may be revoked by the [person] local official issuing the sane,

at any time, upon witten notice to the hol der thereof.
Section 2. Title 18 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 6109. 1. Li cense, pernit and proof of exception to be

carri ed.

(a) Proof of license or permt.--Any license to carry a

firearmor sportsperson's firearmpermt issued under this
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subchapter shall be in the actual possession of the |icensee or

pernmittee whenever a firearmis being carried on or about his

person or in or on a vehicle, and such |licensee or pernittee

shal |, upon | awful demand of a | aw enforcenment officer, produce

the license or permt for inspection.

(b)Y Proof of exception.--Any person carrying a firearmon or

about his person, or in or on a vehicle, and clainmng an

excepti on pursuant to section 6106(b) (relating to firearns not

to be carried without a license) shall, upon | awful denmand of a

| aw enforcenent officer, produce satisfactory evidence of his

qual i fication for exception.

(c) Forfeiture of firearm--Any person being charged wi th

viol ati ng subsection (a) or (b) shall upon denmand i nmedi ately

surrender any and all firearns on or about his person for which

a license, permt or exception is required under this

subchapter, and shall receive a witten receipt for the firearm

fromthe | aw enforcenent officer taking custody of it. Any

per son proceeded agai nst under this subsection, may, within 90

days fromthe date of charge and forfeiture, reclai many such

firearm upon proof of |license, pernmit or exception. Firearns not

so recl aimed shall escheat to the Conmpbnweal t h.

Section 3. Section 6111(a) of Title 18 is amended to read:
§ 6111. Sale of firearms.

(a) Tinme and manner of delivery.--No seller shall deliver a
firearmto the purchaser thereof until [48 hours] 7 days shal
have el apsed fromthe tinme of the application for the purchase
t hereof, and when delivered, said firearmshall be securely
wr apped and shall be unl oaded.

* * %

Section 4. Section 6118 of Title 18 is repeal ed.
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Section 5. Section 6119 of Title 18 is anended to read:

§ 6119. Violation penalty.

1
2
3 An of fense under this [section] subchapter constitutes a
4 m sdeneanor of the first degree.

5

Section 6. This act shall take effect in 120 days.
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