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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1086 >

I NTRODUCED BY NAHI LL, LASH NGER, VROON, TELEK, WOGAN,
CALTAG RONE, COCHRAN AND CAPPABI ANCA, APRIL 1, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, APRIL 1, 1981
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331), entitled

"An act concerning townships of the first class; anending,

revi sing, consolidating, and changing the law relating

thereto,” nmaking editorial changes and requiring a petition
to request a change froma first class township to a second

cl ass townshi p.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 209 and 209a, act of June 24, 1931
(P.L.1206, No.331), known as "The First C ass Townshi p Code,"
reenacted and anmended May 27, 1949 (P.L.1955, No.569), are
amended to read:

Section 209. Ascertai nnent of Popul ation.--At any tinme, not
| ess than one year before the tinme fixed for taking a decenni al
census of the United States, whenever the owners of twenty-five
per centum of the assessed valuation of the real estate of any

township of the first class shall present their petition to the

court of [quarter sessions] comon pleas averring that the

townshi p no | onger has a popul ati on of three hundred inhabitants
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to the square mle, and shall give such security as the court
may prescribe for the paynent of all costs and expenses which
may be incurred in any procedure had upon said petition, the
court shall appoint a commi ssioner to performthe duties
hereafter prescribed.

The said conmmi ssioner shall make an enrol |l ment of the
i nhabi tants of such township and nmake report thereof to the
court at the next ensuing term Upon the filing of the report
t he sane shall be confirnmed nisi, which confirmation shal
beconme absol ute unl ess excepted to within thirty days
thereafter, during which tinme notice of the said filing and
confirmation shall be advertised in a newspaper of general
circulation once a week for three weeks. |If exceptions are filed
to the report within the said thirty days, the court, upon
consi deration thereof, shall confirmthe report or nodify the
said finding. After final confirmation, the clerk of the court
shall certify to the county conm ssioners and to the township

[ supervi sors] conmi ssioners of the township the popul ati on of

t he townshi p, as shown by said proceedi ngs. The costs and
expenses of the proceedings, including a reasonable fee for the
conmi ssioner and attorney, shall be paid by the petitioners or
by the township, or partly by each, as the court shall direct.
In addition to the procedure provided in the preceding
par agr aph, the county comm ssioners of each county shall,
foll owi ng each decennial census of the United States, ascertain
from such census whether any township of the first class in the
county no | onger has a popul ation of three hundred inhabitants
to the square mle, and shall imediately certify the fact that
any townshi p no | onger has a popul ation of three hundred

i nhabitants to the square mle to the board of conm ssioners of
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t he t ownshi p.

Section 209a. Subm ssion of Question to Voters; Returns of
El ection, and Effect Thereof.--At the first general or nunicipal
el ection occurring at | east ninety days after the ascertai nnment
by special enrollnment or fromthe |ast preceding United States
census, that any township of the first class no |onger has a
popul ation of at |east three hundred inhabitants to the square

mle, and after a petition signed by at | east ten percentum of

the regi stered voters of the township has been filed in the

court of common pleas, the question whether such township of the

first class shall be reestablished as a township of the second
cl ass shall be submtted to the voters of the township, and the
county board of elections shall cause to be printed, on separate
ballots to be used in such township at such el ection, a proper
guestion franmed in accordance with the election |aws of the
Conmonweal t h.

The el ection officers shall conpute the votes cast at the
el ection provided for in the precedi ng paragraph and nmake return
thereof to the clerk of the court of quarter sessions, who shal
tabul ate the sane and certify the result thereof to the county
board of elections and the township conm ssioners of such
township. If a mpjority of the votes cast at any such el ection
shall be in favor of becom ng reestablished as a township of the
second cl ass, the governnment of the township of the second cl ass
shall be organi zed and becone operative on the first Mnday of
January next succeedi ng such election, at which tinme the terns
of the officers of the township of the first class shall cease
and termnate. If a mpjority of the votes cast at any such
el ection shall be in favor of remaining a township of the first

cl ass, no further proceedings shall be had for a period of four
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years, after which period the board of township conm ssioners,
by unani nous action, may, or upon petition of ten per centum of

the regi stered voters of the township shall, through the county

1
2
3
4 board of elections, resubmt the question of the electors of the
5 township in the manner herei nbefore provided.

6

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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