PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 807 PRINTER S NO. 2352

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /98 *%a”

| NTRODUCED BY CIM NI, GRIECO, PICCOLA, MANM LLER, DI NI NNI
PETERSON, E. H SM TH, MADI GAN, BURNS, HAGARTY, WLT, CEORCE,
DeWEESE, MORRI'S, FEE, STUBAN, F. E. TAYLOR, RASCO, BURD
GRUPPO, FLECK, HElI SER, FRAZI ER, SIEM NSKI, LETTERMAN,
LI VENGOOD, BELFANTI, MRKONI C, HORGCOS, LEVI, MERRY AND BOYES,
MARCH 9, 1981

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 14, 1981
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes, making it illegal to destroy a vehicle
by fire OR EXPLCSI ON; defini ng “bedity—inrury—to—-anether™ <—
" ANOTHER PERSON' and provi di ng a defense. <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3301 of Title 18, act of Novenber 25,
1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, is anmended to read:

§ 3301. Arson and rel ated of fenses.

(a) Endangering persons.--A person conmts a felony of the
first degree if he intentionally starts a fire or causes an
expl osi on, whether on his own property or on that of another,
and thereby reckl essly places another person in danger of death

or bodily injury. FOR PURPOSES OF TH S SUBSECTI ON, "ANOTHER <—

PERSON' SHALL | NCLUDE FI REFI GHTERS, POLI CE OFFI CERS OR CI TI ZENS




VWHO RENDER ASSI STANCE AT THE SCENE OF THE FI RE OR EXPLGSI ON.

(b) Endangering property.--A person commts a felony of the
second degree if he:

(1) starts a fire or causes an explosion with intent of
destroying a building or occupied structure of another;

(2) intentionally starts a fire or causes an expl osion,
whet her on his own property or on that of another, and
t hereby reckl essly places a building or occupied structure of
anot her in danger of damage or destruction; or

(3) starts a fire or causes an explosion with intent of
destroyi ng or danmagi ng any property, whether his own or of
another, to collect insurance for such | oss.

(c) Destruction of vehicles.--A person commts a fel ony of

the third degree if he starts a fire or causes an expl osion with

i ntent of destroying his own vehicle or a vehicle of another.

[(c)] (d) Definitions.--As used in this section the term
"occupi ed structure" neans any structure, vehicle or place
adapted for overni ght accommobdati on of persons or for carrying
on business therein, whether or not a person is actually
present. Property is that of another, for the purposes of this
section, if anyone other than the actor has a possessory or
proprietory interest therein. If a building or structure is
di vided into separately occupied units, any unit not occupi ed by

the actor is an occupied structure of another.
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(e) Defenses.--It is a defense for—onetoburntheir—own <—
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preperty TO PROSECUTI ON UNDER SUBSECTION (C) WHERE A PERSON | S <—

CHARGED W TH DESTROYING A VEHI CLE, LAWUL TITLE TOWHICH IS

VESTED INHM |F THE VEH CLE is free of any encunbrances, there

is no fire i nsurance coverage on the struetureandall owners <—
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he hastakensuchactions— VEH CLE AND THE PERSON DELI VERS TO <—
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THE NEAREST STATE POLICE FIRE MARSHAL'S OFFI CE AT LEAST 48 HOURS

=
=

I N ADVANCE OF THE PLANNED DESTRUCTI ON, A VWRI TTEN SWORN STATEMENT

=
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CERTI FYI NG THAT THE PERSON IS THE LAWFUL TI TLEHOLDER, THAT THE
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VEH CLE IS FREE OF ANY ENCUMBRANCES AND THAT THERE |S NO FI RE
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I NSURANCE COVERAGE ON THE VEH CLE.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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