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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1145 =35

I NTRODUCED BY STOUT AND LEW S, DECEMBER 3, 1979

REFERRED TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT, DECEMBER 3, 1979
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L. 103, No.69), entitled "An
act concerning townshi ps of the second class; and anmendi ng,
revi sing, consolidating, and changing the law relating
thereto,” further providing for assessnments for |ighting.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Cause Il of section 702, act of May 1, 1933
(P.L.103, No.69), known as "The Second C ass Townshi p Code, "
reenacted and anmended July 10, 1947 (P.L.1481, No.567) and
anended May 24, 1951 (P.L.370, No.85), is anended to read:

Section 702. Supervisors to Exercise Powers.--The corporate
powers of townshi ps of the second class shall be exercised by
t he townshi p supervisors. Wiere no specific authority is given
for the expenditures incident to the exercise of any power
herei nafter conferred, or where no specific fund is designated
from whi ch such expenditures shall be nmade, appropriations for

such expenditures shall be made only fromthe general township

fund. In addition to the duties inposed upon them by section 516
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hereof, they shall have power--

* x *

Il. Contracts and Assessnents for Lighting.--On the petition
of the owners of a majority of the lineal feet frontage al ong
any road, highway, or portion thereof within the township, to
enter into contract with electric, gas, or other lighting
conpanies to light and illum nate said roads and hi ghways and
ot her public places with electric light, gas |light, or other
il'lum nant.

The townshi p supervisors shall annually assess or cause to be
assessed the cost and expense of the mai ntenance of said |lights
by: (i) an equal assessnent on all property within two hundred
and fifty (250) feet of such lighting in proportion to the
nunber of feet the sanme fronts on the street or hi ghway or

portion thereof to be lighted; or (ii) in equal assessnents for

each property within two hundred fifty (250) feet of such

li ghting without regard to front footage. In |lieu of nmaking

assessnents to property owners for street lighting as in

subcl auses (i) and (ii), the townshi p supervi sors nay pay the

cost and expense of nmi ntenance for said |lights fromthe general

townshi p fund. The supervisors may provide for an equitable

reduction fromthe frontage of lots at intersections or where,
fromthe peculiar or pointed shape of lots, an assessnent of the
full frontage woul d be inequitable. No such assessnent shall be
made agai nst any farm/land, but vacant |ots between built-up
sections, whether tilled or untilled, shall not be deened to be
farm |l ands: Provided, however, That the assessnent per front
foot agai nst vacant |lots shall be only twenty-five per centum of
t he assessnent per foot front against property with inprovenents

thereon. Al such assessnments for street lighting shall be filed
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with the township tax collector, who shall give thirty days
witten or printed notice that the assessnents are due and
payabl e; stating the due date to each party assessed, either by
service on the owner of the property, or by mailing such notice
to the owner at his |last known post office address. The tax
collector shall be entitled to the sane commi ssion for the
col l ection of such assessnents as he is entitled to by |aw for
the collection of the township road tax. If the assessnents, or
any of them remain unpaid at the expiration of not exceeding
ninety days, the exact tine to be fixed by the township

supervi sors, they shall be placed in the hands of the township
solicitor for collection. The solicitor shall collect the sane,
together with five per centumas attorney's comm ssion, and
interest, fromthe date such assessnments were due, by a
muni ci pal claimfiled against the property of the delinquent
owner in like manner as mnunicipal clains are by law filed and
col |l ected. Wiere an owner has two or nore |ots against which
there is an assessnent for the same year, all such lots shall be
enbraced in one claim All assessnments, when collected, shall be
paid over to the township treasurer, who shall receive and shal
keep the sane in a separate account, and pay out the sane only
upon orders signed by the chairman of the township supervisors,
attested by the secretary. The tax collector and the treasurer
shall nmake a report to the auditors of the township annually.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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