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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 320  *%%

I NTRODUCED BY McKI NNEY, LYNCH, HANKI NS AND FUMO,
FEBRUARY 27, 1979

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, FEBRUARY 27, 1979
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AN ACT
Rel ating to anygdalin (laetrile).

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Notwi thstanding the provisions of any other |aws
or regul ati ons adopted pursuant thereto, the manufacture, sale,
possession or distribution of anygdalin (laetrile) pursuant to
this act shall not be unlawful .

Section 2. A hospital or other health care facility shal
not interfere with the physician-patient relationship by
restricting or forbidding the use of anygdalin (laetrile) as an
adj unct to recogni zed, customary or accepted nodes of therapy in
the treatnment of any nalignancy, disease, illness or physical
condition when it is prescribed or adm nistered by a physician
and the patient has signed the "witten infornmed request.”

Section 3. A physician may not be subjected to disciplinary
action by the State Board of Medical Education and Licensure or

the State Board of Osteopathic Exam ners in the Departnent of
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State for prescribing or admi nistering anygdalin (laetrile) to a
patient under his care as an adjunct to recogni zed, customary or
accepted nodes of therapy in the treatnent of any malignancy,

di sease, illness or physical condition if and when the patient
has signed the "written inforned request” as set forth in
section 4.

Section 4. The "witten informed request” referred to in
this act shall be on a form prepared by, and obtained from the
Department of Health, shall be subject to the departnent's
continuing jurisdiction and control concerning any changes in
the "witten informed request” pursuant to |aw and shall be in
subst ance as foll ows:

WRI TTEN | NFORVED REQUEST FOR PRESCRI PTI ON
OF AMYGDALI N (LAETRI LE) FOR MEDI CAL TREATMENT

Pati ent's nane:

Addr ess:

Age: Sex:

Nane and address of prescribing physician:

Mal i gnancy, disease, illness or physical condition

di agnosed for nedical treatnent by anygdalin (laetrile):

My physici an has expl ai ned to ne:

(1) That the Federal Food and Drug Adm ni stration has
determ ned anygdalin (laetrile) to be an "unapproved
new drug"” and that Federal |aw prohibits the
interstate distribution of an "unapproved new drug."

(2) That neither the American Cancer Society nor the
Pennsyl vani a Medi cal Soci ety reconmends the use of

anygdalin (laetrile) in the treatnment of any
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mal i gnancy, disease, illness or physical
condi tion.
(3) That there are alternative recogni zed treatnments for
t he mal i gnancy, disease, illness or physical condition
fromwhich | suffer which he has offered to provide for

me including: (Here describe)

That notw t hstandi ng the foregoing, | hereby request
prescription and use of anygdalin (laetrile) in the nedical
treatment of the malignancy, disease, illness or physical

condition fromwhich | suffer

Si gnhature of Patient

ATTEST:

Prescri bi ng Physici an

A copy of such "witten informed request” shall be forwarded
forthwith after execution thereof to the hospital or related
institution and the Department of Health for appropriate filing.

Section 5. Nothing in this act shall be construed as
constituting an endorsenent of anygdalin (laetrile) for the
treatment of any malignancy, disease, illness or physical
condition, and nothing in this act shall be construed as
preventing a physician fromprescribing anygdalin (laetrile) as
a dietary supplenent to a patient not suffering fromany known
mal i gnancy, disease, illness, or physical condition.

Section 6. Nothing in this act requires any physician, any
phar maci st, any pharnmacy, any manufacturer or distributor to

manuf acture, sell or distribute amygdalin (laetrile), and
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not hi ng requires any physician to prescribe anygdalin (laetrile)
for any patient.

Section 7. (a) The Departnent of Health shall establish
standards for the manufacture and preparation within this State
of anygdalin (laetrile). The Departnment of Health shall adopt
rul es and regul ati ons governi ng the production, processing,
| abel ing, storing, handling, selling and adm nistering of such
drug. The departnent shall establish said standards and
pronmul gate said rules and regulations within 90 days of the
effective date of this act.

(b) If either the House of Representatives or the Senate,
wi thin 30 days of the date any standards, rules or regul ations
are promul gated pursuant to subsection (a), disapprove the
adoption of any of the said standards, rules or regulations,
such standard, rule or regulation shall not take effect.

(c) The Department of Health may set reasonable fees, to be
coll ected fromthe manufacturer, for establishing and
adm ni strati ng standards.

Section 8. Any person who nanufactures or prepares a new
drug which fails to conply with the standards in this State for
t he manufacture of amygdalin (laetrile) shall upon conviction
t hereof be guilty of a m sdeneanor and be sentenced to pay a
fine not in excess of $5,000 or undergo inprisonment of one year
or both. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate
of f ense.

Section 9. Three years after the date of enactnent of this
act the Secretary of the Departnment of Health shall nake a
determi nation of the effectiveness of anygdalin (laetrile) in
the treatnment of cancer, and, if anygdalin (laetrile) is found

to have no beneficial effect in the treatnent of cancer, this
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1 act shall expire.

2 Section 10. This act shall take effect imredi ately.
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