PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 320, 561 PRINTER S NO. 823

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 316 %%

I NTRODUCED BY LEW S, KURY, HOMNRD AND CGREENLEAF,
FEBRUARY 27, 1979

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, MAY 21, 1979

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of July 7, 1947 (P.L.1368, No.542), entitled

2 "An act amendi ng, revising and consolidating the | aws

3 relating to delinquent county, city, except of the first and
4 second cl ass and second class A, borough, town, township,

5 school district, except of the first class and school

6 districts within cities of the second class A and

7 institution district taxes, providing when, how and upon what
8 property, and to what extent |iens shall be allowed for such
9 taxes, the return and entering of clains therefor; the

10 col l ection and adjudi cati on of such clains, sales of real

11 property, including seated and unseated | ands, subject to the
12 lien of such tax clainms; the disposition of the proceeds

13 thereof, including State taxes and rmnunici pal clains recovered
14 and the redenption of property; providing for the discharge
15 and divestiture by certain tax sales of all estates in

16 property and of nortgages and |liens on such property, and the
17 proceedi ngs therefor; creating a Tax C aimBureau in each

18 county, except a county of the first class, to act as agent
19 for taxing districts; defining its powers and duties,
20 i ncludi ng sal es of property, the nmanagenent of property taken
21 in sequestration, and the managenent, sale and di sposition of
22 property heretofore sold to the county comm ssioners, taxing
23 districts and trustees at tax sales; providing a nethod for
24 the service of process and notices; inposing duties on taxing
25 districts and their officers and on tax collectors, and
26 certain expenses on counties and for their reinbursenent by
27 taxing districts; and repealing existing |aws,"” further
28 providing for notices prior to sales and confirmation of
29 sales and providing a limted right of redenption after a
30 sal e.
31 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

32 hereby enacts as follows:
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Section 1. Section 308, act of July 7, 1947 (P.L. 1368,

No. 542), known as the "Real Estate Tax Sal e Law," anended
Sept enber 15, 1961 (P.L.1334, No.589), subsection (a) anmended
August 26, 1965 (P.L.386, No.201), is anended to read:

Section 308. Notice of Filing of Returns and Entry of
Claim--(a) Not later than the thirty-first day of July of each
year, or for the first year a county operates under this act,
not later than the thirty-first day of Cctober, or whenever,
heretof ore, any clains have been returned to and a claimentered
with the tax claimbureau and the sanme has not been pursued to
sale as provided for by the act of Assenbly, then within six (6)
nonths after the effective date of this act, the bureau shal
give notice of the return of said taxes and the entry of such
claimto each delinquent taxable, by United States registered
mail or United States certified mail, return receipt requested,
post age prepai d, addressed to the owner personally at his | ast
known post office address. If the owner of the property is
unknown and has been unknown for a period of not |ess than ten
years, such notice shall be given only by posting on the
property affected. [In the case of a nobil ehome or house trailer <—
subject to real property tax, a copy of such notice shall at the
sane tinme and in |ike manner be sent to the encunbrance hol ders
of record.] If no post office address of the owner is known or <—
if a notice miled to an owner at such |last known post office
address is not delivered to himby the postal authorities, then
notice as herein provided shall inmediately be posted on the
property affected. Each mailed and posted notice shall, (1) show
all the informati on shown on the claimentered, (2) state that
i f paynment of the anmount due the several taxing districts for

said taxes is not made to the bureau on or before the thirty-
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first day of Decenber next followi ng, in cases where the notice
was nailed prior to August first, or that if paynent is not made
on or before March thirty-first of the follow ng year, in cases
where the notice was nmailed on or after August first, or no
exceptions thereto filed, the said claimshall becone absol ute,
(3) state that on July first of the year in which such notice is
given or if the notice was nailed after July thirty-first, that
on the first day of the nmonth (namng it) in which the notice
was nailed the one (1) year period of redenption shall comrence
or has commenced to run, and that if redenption is not made
during that period as provided by this act, the property shal

be sold at judicial sale and there shall be no further

redenption after such sale EXCEPT AS SET FORTH I N SECTI ON 607. <—

(b) In the case of claimfor taxes, filed in the office of
t he prothonotary, which have not been heretofore reduced to
j udgnment, where the lien of such claimhas not been | ost, the
respective taxing districts shall return to the bureau on or
before the first Monday of May, one thousand nine hundred forty-
eight, or on or before the first Monday of June of any year in
which any city of the third class or any county shall elect to
collect its delinquent taxes in accordance with this act, a
conplete list of such clainms and the properties agai nst which
the sane are filed, and the bureau shall give such owners the
same notice as above provided or shall post such notice on the
property.

(c) [Notice given in the manner provided by this section <—
shall constitute proper service on the owner. A statenent in the
claimentered that due notice of the same was given shall be
concl usi ve evidence that notice was given as required by |aw. ] <—

{d) The notice given in the nanner provided by this section <—
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shall contain the foll owi ng provi si on which shall be

conspi cuousl y pl aced upon said notice and set in at | east 10-

point type in a box as foll ows:

"IF_YQU FAIL TO PAY TH S TAX QA AIM OR TAKE LEGAL ACTI ON

TO CHALLENGE THI S TAX CLAIM YOUR PROPERTY WLL BE SOLD

W THOUT YOUR CONSENT AS PAYMENT FOR THESE TAXES. YOUR

PROPERTY MAY BE SOLD FOR A SMALL FRACTION OF I TS FAI R MARKET

VALUE. |F YOU HAVE ANY QUESTI ONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR ATTORNEY,

THE TAX CLAIM BUREAU AT THE FOLLOW NG TELEPHONE NUVBER ,

OR THE LEGAL REFERRAL AID SERVICE AT THE FOLLOWN NG TELEPHONE  <—

NUVBER C

F(d)}—e) The costs of such mailed and posted notices shall <—
be taxed as part of the costs of the proceedings and shall be
paid by the owner the sane as ot her costs.

Section 2. Section 602 of the act, amended Septenber 27,
1973 (P.L.264, No.74), is anended to read:

Section 602. Notice of Sale.--(a) [Prior] At |east 30 days

prior to any schedul ed sale the bureau shall be given notice

t hereof NOT LESS THAN once [a week for three (3) consecutive <—

weeks] in tw (2) newspapers of general circulation in the
county, if so many are published therein, and once in the |egal
journal, if any, designated by the court for the publication of
| egal notices. Such notice shall set forth [(a)] (1) the

pur poses of such sale, [(b)] (2) the time of such sale, [(c)]
(3) the place of such sale, [(d)] (4) the ternms of the sale

i ncludi ng the approxi mate upset price, [(e)] (5) the
descriptions of the properties to be sold as stated in the

clainms entered, each description comencing with
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Name of Owner
descri ption
(b) Where the owner is unknown and has been unknown for a
period of not |less than ten years, the nane of the owner need
not be included in such description.
(c) The description may be given intelligible abbreviations.
(d) Such published notice shall be addressed to the "owners
of properties described in this notice and to all persons having
tax liens, tax judgnents or nunicipal clainms against such
properties.”
(e) In addition to such publications, simlar notice of the
sale shall also be given by the bureau[, at least ten (10)] as
foll ows:

(1) At least sixty (60) days before the date of the sale, by

regular mail and by United States certified nmail, personal

addressee only, return recei pt requested, postage prepaid, to
each owner as defined by this act and by posting on the

property.

(2) If no return receipt is received pursuant to the

provi sions of clause (1), then, at least thirty (30) days before

the date of the sale, simlar notice of the sale shall be given

pursuant to clause (1). H serviceof the notice cannot—be made
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. I : | I L fied | I
found—at—histast—known—-address,—shall attachevidence thereof—
hi hall . TIN . | hi I o

(f) The published notice, the mail notice and the posted
notice shall each state that the sale of any property may, at
the option of the bureau, be stayed if the owner thereof or any
lien creditor of the owner on or before the date of sale enters
into an agreenment with the bureau to pay the taxes in
instal ments, in the manner provided by this act, and the
agreenent entered into.

(g) Al notices required by this section shall contain the

foll ow ng provi sion which shall be conspi cuously pl aced upon

said notices and set in at | east 10-point type in a box as

foll ows:

"YOUR PROPERTY |S ABOUT TO BE SOLD W THOUT YOUR CONSENT

FOR DELI NQUENT TAXES. YOUR PROPERTY NMAY BE SOLD FOR A SNVALL

FRACTION OF I TS FAIR MARKET VALUE. |F_YOU HAVE ANY QUESTI ONS

AS TO WHAT YOU MUST DO I N ORDER TO SAVE YOUR PROPERTY, PLEASE

CALL YOUR ATTORNEY, THE TAX CLAI M BUREAU AT THE FOLLOW NG

TELEPHONE NUMBER , OR THE LEGAL REFERRAL AID SERVICE AT <—

THE FOLLOW NG TELEPHONE NUVBER C

(h) In case the property of any corporation, limted
partnership or joint-stock association is advertised for sale,
the bureau shall give to the Departnment of Revenue the notice
requi red by section one thousand four hundred two of the Fiscal
Code of the ninth day of April, one thousand ni ne hundred
twenty-ni ne (Panphl et Laws 343).
(i) [No sale shall be defeated and no title to property sold <—

shall be invalidated because of proof that mail notice as herein
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1 required was not received by the owner, provided such notice was
2 given as prescribed by this section.]

3 > The costs of such advertisenent and notices shall be

4 taxed as part of the costs of such proceedings and shall be paid
5 by the owner the sanme as other costs.

6 Section 3. Section 607 of the act is anmended by adding a

7 subsection to read:

8 Section 607. Bureau's Return to Court; Notice; Confirmation;
9 Appeal.--* * *

10 (a.1) (1) Wen the bureau files the return required by

11 subsection (a), the bureau shall also notify eaeh THE owner of
12 reecord—of the property by personalized service through the

13 sheriff of the county OR HHS DESIGNEE WTH N THI RTY (30) DAYS

14 that the property was sold and that the owner er—ewners—have HAS
15 (i) sixty (60) days fromthe #tingeofthe returnincourt DATE
16 OF SERVICE OF THE NOTICE to redeemthe property fromthe effects
17 of the sale by notifying and naking paynent to the bureau of the
18 anount of the claim all costs and an additional ten (10)

19 percent penalty on the claim or (ii) within sixty (60) days
20 FROM THE DATE OF SERVICE OF THE NOTICE to file objections with
21 the court relating to the reqularity and procedures followed
22 during the sale. If the owner redeens the property pursuant to
23 this subsection, the bureau shall forthwith return to the
24 purchaser at the sale all noneys paid by such purchaser. The ten
25 (10) percent additional penalty shall be forwarded by the bureau
26 to the county treasurer for the use of the county. H—the
27
28 rmade—wthintwenty (20) days—the sheriff | F PERSONAL SERVI CE
29 CANNOT BE MADE AS REQUI RED HEREI N, THE BUREAU may petition the

30 court of common pleas to wai ve the requirenment of personal
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servi ce FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOWN. <—

(2) Al notices required by this subsection shall contain

the foll owi ng provisions and be in the following formset in at

| east 10-point type in a box as foll ows:

"YOUR PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD AT A TAX SALE ON

FOR THE COLLECTI ON FOR DELI NQUENT TAXES | NCURRED

IN

YOU HAVE SI XTY (60) DAYS FROM THE DATE OF SERVICE OF TH S <—

NOTICE TO (1) RETAIN YOUR PROPERTY AND CANCEL THE SALE BY

NOTI FYI NG AND MAKI NG PAYMENT _TO THI S BUREAU OF THE AMOUNT OF

THE BACK TAXES WTH | NTEREST, ALL THE COSTS | NCURRED AND AN

ADDI TI ONAL_TEN (10) PERCENT PENALTY ON THE BACK TAXES; OR

(1) TO QUESTION THE RI GHT OF THE BUREAU TO CONDUCT THE SALE

BECAUSE OF A FAILURE ON THE BUREAU S PART TO COVPLY W TH THE

LAW
| F_YOU HAVE ANY QUESTI ONS PLEASE CALL YOUR ATTORNEY, TH' S

TAX CLAI M BUREAU AT THE FOLLOW NG TELEPHONE NUMBER ,

OR THE LEGAL REFERRAL AID SERVICE AT THE FOLLOWN NG TELEPHONE  <—

NUVBER C

(3) |If service of the notice cannot be nade in this

Commpnweal th, then the notice shall be served on the person

nanmed in the notice by the sheriff or his desi gnee, by sendi ng

him by certified mail, return recei pt requested, postage

prepaid, at least thirty (30) days after the sale day, a true

and attested copy thereof, addressed to such person's | ast known

post office address. The sheriff shall attach to his return, the

return receipts, and if the person naned in the notice has

refused to accept the certified mail or cannot be found at his

| ast known address, shall attach evidence thereof. This shal
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constitute sufficient service under this subsecti on.

* * %

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 30 days and shal

apply to all sales conducted on or after the effective date of

aa A W N P

this act.
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