PRINTER S NO. 256

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 2954 5%

I NTRODUCED BY BELL, FEBRUARY 20, 1979

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 20, 1979

OCO~NOUITARWNE

A SUPPLEMENT

To the act of June 12, 1931 (P.L.575, No.200), entitled "An act
providing for joint action by Pennsylvania and New Jersey in
t he devel opnent of the ports on the | ower Delaware River, and
the inmprovenent of the facilities for transportati on across
the river; authorizing the Governor, for these purposes, to
enter into an agreenment with New Jersey; creating The
Del aware Ri ver Joint Comm ssion and specifying the powers and
duties thereof, including the power to finance projects by
t he i ssuance of revenue bonds; transferring to the new
comm ssion all the powers of the Delaware Ri ver Bridge Joint
Commi ssi on; and naking an appropriation,”™ providing that the
commi ssion shall hold neetings and hearings open to the
public and providing penalties.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The Governor is hereby authorized to enter into a
suppl enent al conpact or agreenment, on behalf of the Commonweal t h
of Pennsylvania, with the State of New Jersey, further anending
and suppl enenting the conpact or agreenent between the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania and the State of New Jersey
entitled "Agreenment between the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a and
the State of New Jersey creating The Del aware River Joint
Commi ssion as a body corporate and politic and defining its

powers and duties,” which was executed on behalf of the
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Commonweal th of Pennsylvania by its Governor on July first, one
t housand ni ne hundred and thirty-one, and on behalf of the State
of New Jersey by the New Jersey Interstate Bridge Comm ssion by
its menbers on July first, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-
one, and which was consented to by the Congress of the United
States by Public Resol ution Nunber twenty-six, being chapter two
hundred fifty-eight of the Public Laws, Seventy-second Congress,
approved June fourteenth, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-
two, which suppl enental conpact and agreenent shall be in
substantially the following form

"Suppl enment al agreenent between the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a and the State of New Jersey further amendi ng and
suppl enenting the agreenent entitled ' Agreenent between the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania and the State of New Jersey
creating The Del aware Ri ver Joint Conmi ssion as a body corporate
and politic and defining its powers and duties,' enlarging the
publ i c purposes of the Del aware River Port Authority and
extending its jurisdiction, powers and duties, and defining such
addi ti onal purposes, jurisdiction, powers and duties."

The Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania and the State of New Jersey
do hereby sol enmly covenant and agree, each with the other, as
fol | ows:

Sai d conpact or agreenent is further anended and suppl enent ed
by adding thereto, as part thereof, following Article XII-B
thereof, a new article reading as foll ows:

Article XlII-C

(1) Al neetings or hearings of the conm ssion at which

formal action is schedul ed or taken are public neeti ngs and

shall be open to the public at all tines. No fornal action shal

be valid unl ess such fornal action is taken during a public
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(2) No public neeting of the conm ssion shall be adjourned,

begun, recessed or interrupted in any way for the purpose of an

executi ve session except as herei nafter provided. An executive

session may be held during the course of a properly constituted

public neeting upon notification to the public present by the

presiding officer that for a period not to exceed thirty m nutes

the neeting will be in recess for the purpose of:

(i) Considering dismssal or disciplining of, or hearing

conpl ai nts or charges brought agai nst a public el ected officer,

enpl oyee, or other public agent unless such person requests a

publ i c heari ng.

(ii) Considering actions of the deliberating body with

respect to | abor negoti ati ons.

(3) The minutes of a public neeting of the conm ssion shal

be taken and pronptly recorded and shall be a public record

under and subject to the act of June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.?212),

referred to as the Ri ght-to-know Law.

(4) (a) The comm ssion shall hold all public neetings at

specified tines and pl aces of which public notice shall be

(b)Y Public notice of the schedul e of requl ar neeti ngs shal

be gi ven once for each cal endar year or fiscal year, and shal

show the requl ar dates and tines for neetings and the pl ace at

whi ch nmeetings are held. Public notice of each special neeting

or hearing and of each reschedul ed requl ar or special neeting or

heari ng shall be given of the date, tine and pl ace of each

nmeeting as the case nmay be. Public notice shall be given by: (i)

publi shing the notice once in a newspaper of general

circulation, as defined by 45 Pa.C.S. § 101 (relating to
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definitions), which is published and circulated in all political

subdi vi si ons which may be affected by any formal acti on taken at

the neeting or hearing, or such newspaper of general circul ation

whi ch has a bona fide paid circulation equal to or greater than

any newspaper published in the said political subdivision; and

(ii) posting a copy of the notice pronm nently at the principal

office of the agency holding the neeting or at the public

building in which the neeting is to be held.

(c) Public notice shall be given at | east three days prior

to the time of the first reqularly schedul ed neeting in the case

of reqular neetings, and at | east twenty-four hours prior to the

tine of the neeting in the case of special or reschedul ed

meeti ngs or heari ngs.

(d) Publication in the legal periodical in the county shal

not be required. The commi ssion shall supply, on request, copies

of the public notice thereof to any newspaper of general

circulation in Pennsylvania or New Jersey and to any radi o and

tel evision station which regul arly broadcasts into either state.

(e) Paragraphs (1) and (4) of this article shall not apply

when the conmmi ssion holds a neeting to deal with an actual

energency involving a clear and present danger to life or

property. Menbers of the conm ssion shall not be in violation of

t hese secti ons when such neeti ngs are hel d.

(f) "G ving public notice" shall include mailing notice of

the tine, place and date of a neeting provided the notified

party supplies a stanped, self-addressed envel ope prior to the

(5) Nothing in this article shall prohibit the comm ssi on

fromadopting by formal action such rules and requl ati ons as

necessary for the conduct of its nmeetings. Additionally, the
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menbers of the comm ssion may at the tine of any di sturbance

whi ch woul d render the ordi nary conduct of the neeting

unf easi bl e and when order cannot be restored, authorize the

presiding officer, by majority vote, to enforce such rul es and

requl ations to the extent necessary to restore order. Such rul es

and reqgul ati ons shall not be made to violate the intent of this

article.

(6) Any nenber of the conmi ssion who participates in a

meeting or hearing knowing that it is being held or conducted in

such a way to intentionally prevent an interested party from

attending or with the i ntent and purpose of violating this

article is quilty of a summary offense and upon convi cti on

t hereof shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceedi ng $100 pl us

costs of prosecution.

(7)) The Commonweal th Court shall have original jurisdiction

of actions in Pennsylvania to render declaratory judgnents or to

enforce this article, by injunction or other renedy deened

appropriate by the court. The acti on nay be brought by any

person in Pennsylvania in the judicial district where such

person resides or has his principal place of business, if the

action which is contested affected said judicial district.

(8) As used in this article:

"Commi ssion,"” nmeans the Del aware River Port Authority or any

of its conmttees or subconmttees.

"Fornmal action," neans the taking of any vote on any

resolution, rule, order, notion, regul ati on, or ordi nance or the

setting of any official policy.

(9) Al acts and parts of acts are repealed in so far as

they are inconsistent herewith, excepting those statutes which

specifically provide for the confidentiality of information.
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Section 2. Upon its signature on behalf of the State of New
Jersey and the Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a, the suppl enent al
conpact or agreenent herei nabove set forth shall becone bi nding
and shall have the force and effect of a statute of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania; and the conm ssion referred to in
such suppl emental conpact or agreenent shall thereupon becone
vested with all the powers, rights and privil eges and be subject
to the duties and obligations provided for therein, as though
the sane were specifically authorized and i nposed by statute;
and the Comonweal t h of Pennsylvania shall be bound by all of
the obligations assunmed by it under such suppl enental conpact or
agreenent, and the Governor shall transmt an original signed
copy thereof to the Secretary of the Comonweal th for filing in
his office.

Section 3. The Governor is hereby authorized to apply, on
behal f of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, to the Congress of
the United States for its consent and approval to such
suppl enent al conpact or agreenment, but in the absence of such
consent and approval, the comm ssion referred to in such
suppl enental conpact or agreenment shall have all of the powers
whi ch t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania and the State of New
Jersey may confer upon it wi thout the consent and approval of
Congr ess.

Section 4. Except where specifically anmended or repeal ed by
this act, the provisions of the agreenent authorized by the act,
approved the twelfth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and
thirty-one (Panphl et Laws 575), the provisions of the agreenent
aut hori zed by the act, approved the eighteenth day of July, one
t housand ni ne hundred and fifty-one (Panphlet Laws 1010), the

provi sions of the agreenent authorized by the act, approved the
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tenth day of August, one thousand nine hundred and fifty-one
(Panphl et Laws 1206) and the provisions of the agreenent

aut hori zed by the act, approved the el eventh day of June, one
t housand ni ne hundred and sixty-three are maintained in ful
force and effect.

Section 5. If any provision of this act or the application
t hereof to any person or circunstance is held invalid, such
invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of
the act which can be given effect without the invalid provision
or application, and to this end the provisions of this act are
decl ared to be severable.

Section 6. This act shall take effect inmediately; but the
Governor shall not enter into the supplenental conpact or
agreenent herei nabove set forth on behalf of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a until passage by the State of New Jersey of a
substantially simlar act enbodying the suppl enental conpact or

agreenent between the two states.
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