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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 124 5%

| NTRODUCED BY TADDONI O, KOLTER, PETRARCA AND DI NI NN
SEPTEMBER 19, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, SEPTEMBER 19, 1979
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In the House of Representatives, Septenber 19, 1979

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly recogni zes that a sound
transportation systemis an integral and essential el enent of
our economny and of crucial inportance to the continued vitality
of our Commonweal th's econony; and

WHEREAS, The wor | dwi de petrol eum shortage is now, and will in
the future adversely inpact the capabilities of existing
transportation facilities of the Comonweal t h because of our
over whel m ng dependence on petroleumand its derivatives; and

WHEREAS, CQur interstate and intrastate highway systens are
essentially conplete and unable to accomobdate increased traffic
wi t hout increased congestion and pollution, and a decli ning
| evel of service and increased costs of maintenance; and

WHEREAS, The rail system so vital to passenger and freight
novenents, has fallen into a serious state of disrepair with
i nportant segnments threatened with abandonnent; and

WHEREAS, The air transportation systemis inadequate for our

Commonweal t h' s needs; and
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WHEREAS, Waterborne transportation is anong the | owest cost
and fuel efficient nodes, and the Conmonweal th's three major
ports have not been fully devel oped and integrated into the
transportati on network; and

WHEREAS, The transportati on system has al ways been studi ed,
financed and i nplenmented on a pi eceneal nodal and not an
i ntermodal coordinated basis; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that the General Assenbly, as the
policy maki ng body of our Commonweal th, be fully apprised of all
the facts and consequences surrounding the state of our
transportation system therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvani a provide for a independent
task force of the Legislature, making full use of the expertise
in the Legislative and Executive Branches of the Commonweal t h
Government and outside consultants as deenmed necessary by the
task force, and undertake a transportati on systemstudy to
determ ne the conbinati on of nbdes, and transportation
corridors, and facilities to maintain and inprove the nobility
of the people and commodities in the Cormonweal th at an opti num
| evel of service within foreseeable, available financial
resources as the policy framework prelimnary to the further
devel opnent of a conprehensive and integrated transportation
pl an; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force shall be a working task force,
t he nmenbership of which shall consist of a Magjority and a
Mnority Menber of the House Transportation Conmittee and of the
Senate Transportation Committee, a Majority and a Mnority
Menmber of the House Business and Commrerce Committee and of the

Senat e Busi ness and Commerce Commttee, two nenbers fromthe
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1 Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Transportation, appointed by the

2 Secretary of Transportation, one nenber fromthe Pennsyl vani a
3 Department of Community Affairs, know edgeable in transportation
4 matters, appointed by the Secretary of Comunity Affairs, one
5 nenber fromthe Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Commerce,

6 know edgeable in transportation matters, appointed by the

7 Secretary of Commerce, one nenber fromthe Pennsyl vani a

8 Departnment of Agriculture, know edgeable in transportation

9 matters, appointed by the Secretary of Agriculture, one nenber
10 fromthe Pennsylvani a Departnent of Environnmental Resources,

11 know edgeable in transportation matters, appointed by the

12 Secretary of Environnental Resources; and be it further

13 RESCLVED, That the study shall include but not be limted to
14 the follow ng i ssues and objectives:

15 (1) The devel opnent of a coordinated transportation

16 policy, to include the joint evaluation of roadway, airline,
17 conventional and high speed railroad systens, port

18 facilities, the mutual support each node provides to the

19 others in facilitating efficient passenger and freight
20 novenent, and the potential for overlapping and gaps in the
21 system
22 (2) The benefits and costs to the Commonweal th by its
23 participation in an interstate conpact to devel op a high
24 speed rail passenger systemthat connects the major
25 popul ation centers within or anong the several planned
26 participatory states, one of which is Pennsylvania, as
27 proposed by the Chio CGeneral Assenbly and the task force's
28 recommendation to the General Assenbly as to the adoption of
29 such a conpact.
30 (3) The devel opnent of a strategy for inplenentation of
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a transportation plan with a schedul e of specific goals and
obj ectives; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force shall establish liaison with
the Ofice of State Planning, the State Transportation
Commi ssion, the State Transportation Advisory Cormittee, and the
several regional planning comm ssions for the purpose of study
review by the O fice of State Planning, the State Transportation
Commi ssion, the State Transportation Advisory Cormmittee, and the
several regional planning comm ssions and their citizen advisory
conmmittees; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force may hold hearings, take
testinmony, and make its investigations at such places as it
deens necessary within this Commonweal th; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force is authorized to engage
suppl enentary or tenporary staff and to hire consultants for a
sum not to exceed $100,000. Wthin 30 cal endar days after the
task force has made its report, the chairperson of the task
force shall cause a record of all expenses incurred by the task
force, or the menbers or staff thereof, which are payabl e at
Commonweal th expense, to be filed with the President pro tenpore
and the Speaker of the House and the President pro tenpore and
t he Speaker shall cause the sane to be entered in the journals
t hereof . No expenses incurred by the task force shall be
rei nbursable by the Secretary of the Senate or the Chief Cerk
unl ess such expense shall first have been included as an expense
itemin the record heretofore required; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force shall report its findings,
i ncl udi ng cost projections and recommendati ons to the Ceneral

Assenbly before the end of the 1979-1980 | egi sl ati ve session.
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