PRINTER S N0 1999

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 120 5%

| NTRODUCED BY REED, PI CCOLA, MANM LLER, JONES, STEWART,
KOMLYSHYN, BROMW, KUKOVI CH, COHEN AND RI TTER, JULY 11, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JULY 11, 1979
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In the House of Representatives, July 11, 1979

VWHEREAS, Since June 2, 1969, the radio series "This Is
Pennsyl vani a" has presented on over 100 AM and FM radi o stations
St atewi de nearly 2,500 new, updated pronotional nessages about
Pennsyl vani a hi story, people, places, interesting facts and
tourist attractions; and

WHEREAS, | naugur at ed under Governor Raynond P. Shafer and
continued by Governor MIton J. Shapp, the program has been
nonpolitical and wi dely acclainmed. It has won the Ceorge
Washi ngton Gol d Medal of the Freedons Foundation for best radio
program by any governnental agency. It has coined the sl ogan
"It's a Beautiful Day in Pennsylvania,"” now a famliar beginning
phrase in the series to hundreds of thousands of |isteners.
Supported by the Pennsyl vani a Broadcasters' Associ ati on whose
menbers have donated free air tine for its broadcast, the series
nets the Comobnweal t h of Pennsyl vania over $500,000 in free air
time annual ly; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a's Departnent of
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Commer ce, under whose budget the series began, is responsible
for the upgrading of nmajor efforts to pronbote tourismin
Pennsyl vani a and to provi de educational neans for visitors and
residents to better understand Pennsylvania' s culture, history
and heritage. The "This |Is Pennsylvania" series clearly fits
into these goals and constitutes an already established vehicle
for delivery of this information just as it has been doing since
1969; and

WHEREAS, This ten-year series ended June 22, 1979 because the
$45, 000 cost for its production, distribution, research and
recordi ng was not accepted by the Departnent of Commerce. Since
its inception, the series' budget was transferred for a period
of tinme to the Departnent of Revenue who, in 1979, determi ned it
not to be an appropriate expenditure of that departnent, thus
necessitating that the Departnent of Commerce resune the
financing of the series or else the series would end. The
Department of Comrerce has failed to undertake the series and it
t herefore has ceased to be aired on stations across the State;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives, interested in
t he added econom ¢ advantage tourist pronotion has for
Pennsyl vania, and interested too in the additional appreciation
and understanding of visitors and residents of the State about
Pennsyl vani a history, culture and heritage, reconmends to the
Depart ment of Comrerce the resunption of the "This Is
Pennsyl vani a" series as rapidly as possible so that the nore
than half mllion in free air tinme donated to the Commobnweal t h
m ght be reschedul ed and that the series would continue to
fulfill its worthwhile purposes which bring benefit to the

Commpnweal th; and be it further
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1 RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be sent to the

2 CGovernor and the Secretary of the Departnent of Conmerce.
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