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In the House of Representatives, February 5, 1979

WHEREAS, Increases in the cost of gas, oil and electricity
have been astronomical in recent nonths. Uilities producing
el ectrical power allege that increases in the expense invol ved
in the production of power, particularly the cost of coal, is
t he cause; and

WHEREAS, Sharply rising prices in the natural gas and
petrol eumindustry is creating havoc with many househol ds;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
direct the Mnes and Energy Managenent Committee to investigate
the matter to determ ne whether the allegation of the electrical
utilities is correct and, if so, what |egislative action, or
otherwi se, it reconmends to alleviate the condition; to
determ ne the reason for the sharply rising cost of natural gas
and oil; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take

testinmony, and nmake its investigation at such places as it deens
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necessary within this Commonwealth. It may issue subpoenas under
t he hand and seal of its chai rman commandi ng any person to
appear before it and to answer questions touching matters
properly being inquired into by the commttee and to produce
such books, papers, records and docunments as the committee deens
necessary. Such subpoenas may be served upon any person and
shall have the force and effect of subpoenas issued out of the
courts of this Commonweal th. Any person who willfully neglects
or refuses to testify before the cormttee or to produce any
books, papers, records or docunents, shall be subject to the
penal ties provided by the I aws of the Commonwealth in such case.
Each nmenber of the commttee shall have power to adm nister
oaths and affirmations to w tnesses appearing before the

commi ttee.
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