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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2961 =%

I NTRODUCED BY VROON, CORNELL AND PHI LLIPS, OCTOBER 1, 1980

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 1, 1980

© o0 ~N oo o B~ W N

N T N S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

AN ACT

Rel ating to the ownership and control of property by churches
and religious organi zations.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Legislative findings and purposes.

The United States Suprene Court has approved a "neutral
principles of |aw' approach to resolving church property
di sput es, which approach favors the use of objective principles
of property law to determ ne ownership and control of property
and di scourages the interpretation of religious practices or
doctrine to determ ne ownership. Therefore the General Assenbly
finds that the "neutral principles of |aw' approach will best
effectuate the State's interest in accurate and pronpt
ascertai nment of the ownership of church property and this act
is intended to neet this end.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
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have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:
"“Church."” A parish, congregation, society or other group of
i ndi viduals at the |l ocal |evel who have cone together for the
pur pose of worshi pping pursuant to and follow ng the beliefs and
practices of a particular religion or faith.
"Rel igious corporation.” A nonprofit corporation
i ncorporated by a church.
"Rel i gi ous organi zation." A body conposed of two or nore
i ndi vi dual churches, all of which follow the sane religion or
faith.
Section 3. Status of control of church property.
Property, either real or personal, held in the name of a
church, a religious corporation, or an individual or
i ndi viduals, for the use of that church, shall be held subject
to the exclusive control of and ownership by a mpjority of the
menber shi p of the church, unl ess express |anguage contai ned in:
(1) the deed to the property;
(2) the articles of incorporation or corporate charter
of the religious corporation;
(3) a separate trust instrunment; or
(4) any other docunent representing ownership
clearly sets forth that the property is to be under the control
and ownership of, or is to be held in trust for, the religious
organi zation to which the church bel ongs.
Section 4. Construction.
In those cases arising prior to the effective date of the act
where the witten governi ng docunent of a religious
organi zati on, such as a constitution, expressly provides that

property held in the name of or for the use of a nenber church
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is held in trust for the religious organization, the provisions
of those docunents shall be given effect to the sanme extent as
currently provided by law. This section shall apply only to
property held prior to the effective date of this act.
Section 5. Repeals.
The follow ng statutes, to the extent that they are
i nconsi stent with these provisions, are hereby repeal ed:
Section 7, act of April 26, 1855 (P.L.328, No.347), entitled
"An act relating to Corporations and to Estates held for
Corporate, Religious, and Charitable uses."
15 Pa.C. S. § 7106.
Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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