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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2402 =%

| NTRODUCED BY LETTERVAN, BENNETT, BRANDT AND W W FOSTER,
MARCH 18, 1980

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, MARCH 18, 1980
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225, No.316), entitled
"An act concerning gane and other wild birds and wild
ani mal s; and anendi ng, revising, consolidating, and changi ng
the law relating thereto,” providing for the sale of inedible
parts of gane.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 716, act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225,
No. 316), known as "The Gane Law, " anended April 14, 1976
(P.L.109, No.47), is anended to read:

Section 716. Buying and Selling Gane and Certain Parts.--

Except as otherwi se provided by this act, it is unlawful for any
person, at any time, to buy, sell, or barter, or offer for sale
or barter, or have in possession for sale or barter, any gane[,
or parts thereof, no matter where such ganme has been kill ed,
excepting deer or rabbits killed in another state or nation, or
t he skins of raccoons and the skins of bears, no matter where
killed, and other gane legally killed and inported from anot her

state or nation when tagged as herein required.
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Except as otherwi se provided by this act, it is unlawful for
any person, at any tine, to sell or barter, or offer for sale or
barter, any species of gane, or parts thereof, protected by this
act or simlar thereto, inported either dead or alive from
anot her state or nation, except deer or rabbits, unless the
carton containing such birds or animals, or the individual
carcasses, shall have attached a tag identifying the birds or
animals in plain English, and giving the state or nation from
whi ch originally shipped. Before any such gane may be offered
for sale, there shall first have been attached to each bird or
animal, by a representative of the commi ssion, a netal seal, the
cost of which is hereby fixed at five cents, which seal shal
remai n attached until the carcass is prepared, or finally cut
up, for consunption.

Not hing in this section shall be construed to prevent the
pur chase or sale of gane rai sed under authority of a propagating
permt in this Coormonweal th and properly tagged; or the sale of
live raccoons by the trapper who | egally caught the same within
this Commonweal th who shall be known as the first party, to any
person within the Conmonweal th who shall be known as the second
party and who shall be required to possess a current resident
hunter's license legally issued to him for the sole purpose of
t he second party to rel ease such purchased raccoons into a wild
state within this Cormonweal th for restocking purposes only. The
second party shall be required to release all such purchased
raccoons into the wild within a period of not nore than ten days
fromthe date of purchase fromthe first party. It shall be
unl awful for the second party to sell or barter, or have in
possession for sale or barter, any raccoon purchased fromthe

first party under any circunstances, or for any person to sell,
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or offer for sale, any raccoon, living or dead, which was taken
in this Commonweal th for any other purpose other than as

provi ded herein; or the purchase or sale, or introduction into
this State, at any tine, of live birds or aninmals for
propagation, liberation, or for any other purpose that has been
i nspected and |l egally passed in accordance with the conditions
herei nafter stipulated; or to prevent, at any time, the sale
within the State, or the shipnment out of the State, w thout a
license of any kind, of any aninmal raised in captivity and not
found in a wild state in this Conmonweal th; or the purchase or
sale of the tanned, cured, or nounted heads or skins, or parts
t hereof, of any game not killed in a wild state in this
Commonweal th, or the sale or purchase of deer hides or any part
thereof fromanimals lawfully killed, if such hides are di sposed
of by the original owner within ninety days after the cl ose of
t he previ ous open season, but this provision shall not be
construed to permt any individual or agency other than the
comm ssion to sell the skins of deer killed as a protection to

crops.] taken froma wild state within the Conmmonwealth or the

progeny or the edible flesh of any such gane. The edi bl e fl esh

of gane shall mean that portion which is nornally eaten by

humans as food. Dead raccoons |lawfully taken during the open

season may be sol d unski nned to any person |lawfully authori zed

to purchase raw furs in the Conmmonweal th for the sol e purpose of

ski nni ng such aninals to obtain the pelts therefrom It shall be

unl awful to sell or barter, or offer for sale or barter, the

ski nned carcasses or flesh of such raccoons under any

ci rcunst ances.

Parts of gane |lawfully taken during the open hunti ng season,

other than the edible flesh of gane and parts of nmiqgratory gane
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birds, nay be sold by the person who leqgally killed such gane

provi di ng that such edible flesh is totally renoved from such

part or parts and such part or parts are sold within ninety days

following the close of the hunti ng season in whi ch such speci es

was taken. Parts of mgratory gane birds may be sold only in

accordance with provi si ons of Federal | aw.

It shall be unlawful for any person other than the

conmi ssion, to sell any part of any gane bird or gane ani na

killed as a protection to crops.

Any person who barters or sells any part or parts of gane of

which the edible flesh has not been totally renpved, or barters

or sells any part or parts of game contrary to the provisi ons of

this section, shall be construed as selling gane and subj ect

such person to the penalties provided in this act for bartering

or selling gane.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit any

person at any tinme from possessi ng or buying or selling gane or

parts thereof |legally taken or obtai ned from another state or

nati on: Provi ded, however, such person shall inmedi ately, upon

inquiry fromany officer authorized to enforce this act, inform

the officer to his satisfacti on where such gane or parts thereof

were taken or acquired. Any person who shall fail or refuse to

i mmredi ately i nformsuch officer to his satisfaction, where such

gane or parts thereof were taken or acquired, shall be construed

as gane taken in this Commonweal th and shall subject such person

to the penalties provided for in this act for the ill eqgal

possessi on, buying, bartering or selling as the case may be.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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