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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2385 *%%”

I NTRODUCED BY CALTAG RONE, MARCH 18, 1980

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, MARCH 18, 1980
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for renoval of vehicles by a

property owner and providing an inplied lien for the costs of

renoval .

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3352(b) of Title 75, act of Novenber 25,
1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, is amended to read:

§ 3352. Renoval of vehicle by or at direction of police.

* * %

(b) Unattended vehicle obstructing traffic.--Any police

of ficer may renove or cause to be renpved to a nearby garage or

ot her nearby place of safety any unattended vehicle illegally

| eft standi ng upon any hi ghway, bridge, causeway or in any
tunnel, in such position or under such circunmstances as to
interfere unduly with the normal novenment of traffic or

constitute a safety hazard. Provided a reasonable report is nade
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by such police officer to assist in renoving the vehicle to a

pl ace of safety and a reasonable effort is nade by such police

officer to |locate the owner or operator thereof before renoval

to a nearby garage.

* * %

Section 2. Section 3353(b) and (c) of Title 75, subsection
(c) anended Novenber 10, 1979 (No.95), is anmended to read:
§ 3353. Prohibitions in specified places.

* * %

(b) Unattended vehicle on public or private property.--No

person shall park or |eave unattended a vehicle on public or
private property w thout the consent of the owner or other
person in control or possession of the property except in the
case of emergency or disablenment of the vehicle, in which case
the operator shall arrange for the renoval of the vehicle as
soon as possi bl e.

(c) Property owner nay renove vehicle.--[The owner or other
person in charge or possession of any property on which a
vehicle is parked or left unattended in violation of the
provi sions of subsection (b) nay renove or have renoved the

vehi cl e at the reasonabl e expense of the owner of the vehicle.]

Such person or his agent who renoves a vehicle |eft parked or

unattended in violation of the provisions of subsection (b)

shall have a possessory lien against the owner of the vehicle,

removi ng and storing the vehicle. Any city, borough,

i ncorporated town or township may, by ordi nance, provide for
rates to be charged for renoval of vehicles and for rmunicipa
regul ati on of authorized tow ng services:

(1) The owner or other person in charge or possessi on of
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any property on which a vehicle is parked or | eft unattended

in violation of the provisions of subsection (b) may have a

sal vor or tower renpve the vehicle at the reasonabl e expense

of the owner or reqgistrant of the vehicle if the property is:

(i) private and used for parking exclusively in

connection with a private dwelling or dwellings or not

open to public use by nptor vehicles; or

(ii) open to the public with or wi thout charge or

used for parking in connection with a business with or

wi t hout charge and posted in accordance wi th departnent

requl ati ons.

(2) Any salvor or tower renpving a vehicle pursuant to

par agraph (1) shall imediately notify the police having

jurisdiction of the place where the vehicle was found of the

new | ocati on of the vehicle.

(3) No storage costs shall be assessed pursuant to

par agraph (1) for the first 24 hours of possession of a

Section 3. Title 75 is anended by addi ng sections to read:

8§ 3355. Movenment of vehicles wi thout owner's consent.

(a) GCeneral rule.--No person except a salvor or a tower

shall nobve a vehicle without the consent of the owner or

regi strant or a person authorized by the owner or registrant,

unl ess directed by a police officer in accordance with section

3352 (relating to renpval of vehicle by or at directi on of

police). A tower shall not nove an abandoned vehicl e unl ess

directed by a police officer, except that a sal vor or tower nay

renove a vehicle frompublic or private property in accordance

with section 3353(c) (relating to prohibitions in specified
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(b)Y Authorization of towers.--The departnent shall authorize

and i ssue a certificate of authorization to every tower that

conplies with requl ati ons adopted by the departnent.

(c) Place of business.--Every tower shall have and mai ntain

an establi shed pl ace of business.

(d) Towers to be bonded. - -

(1) Each tower shall furnish and mai ntain a bond

i ndemmi fying the public and the departnent in the anmount of

(2) A tower who has filed a bond with the Conmmponweal t h

is not required to file a separate bond under this section if

the bond already on file with the Commonwealth i s conparabl e

in anount and coverage to the bond required under this

secti on.

8§ 3356. Inplied |lien.

Every driver, owner and reqgi strant of a vehicle in this

Commpnweal th shall be deened to have gi ven consent to havi ng the

vehicl e renoved at their reasonabl e expense and detai ned to

i nsure paynent if the vehicle is renoved under the provisi ons of

section 3352(a), (b) or (c) (relating to renoval of vehicle by

or at direction of police) or section 3353(c) (relating to

prohi bitions in specified pl aces).

Section 4. Section 7304 of Title 75 is anended to read:
§ 7304. Reports to department of possession of abandoned
vehi cl es.

[Any] Unless the owner or registrant has revealed their

identity to the salvor or tower, any salvor [taking] or tower in
possessi on of an abandoned vehicle [pursuant to section 7301(c)

(relating to authorization of salvors)] shall within 48 hours
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[after taking possession] report to the departnent the nake,
nodel , vehicle identification nunber and registration plate
nunber of the abandoned vehicle, and the name and address of the
owner or person who abandoned the vehicle, if known, together
with any other information or docunents which the departnent nmay
by regul ation require. The report shall include a statenent

whet her the vehicle is val uel ess except for junk. Were the
report indicates the vehicle is val uel ess except for junk, the
sal vor shall include a photograph of the vehicle to be prepared
in a manner prescribed by the departnent. A report by a sal vor
that a vehicle is val uel ess except for junk shall be verified by
t he police departnent which authorized transfer of the vehicle
to the salvor.

Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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