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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2344 5

I NTRODUCED BY DI NI NNl AND KOLTER, MARCH 5, 1980

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, MARCH 5, 1980

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

e e = = =
o N o o~ W N P O

AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for abandoned and sal vaged

vehi cl es and sal vors.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definitions of "abandoned vehicle,"
"reconstructed vehicle", "salvor" and "val uel ess except for
junk™ in section 102, and sections 1112(d), 1117, 1118(b),
1307(e), 1374(a)(4), 1902(3), 1952(d), 4729, 7102(c), 7103(c),
7304, 7305(a) and 7309 of Title 75 are anended or added to read:
§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the content clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

" Abandoned vehicle."

(1) A vehicle (other than a pedal cycle):
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(i) that is inoperable and is left unattended on
public property for nore than 48 hours;

(i1i) that has remained illegally on public property
for a period of nore than 48 hours;

(ti1) [without] which does not have both a valid

registration plate [or] and certificate of inspection [or

title] and which is left unattended on [or along] a

hi ghway; or
(iv) [that has renmained on private property wthout
t he consent of the owner or person in control of the

property for nore than 48 hours] that has renni ned

uncl ai ned at a storage facility of a salvor for nore than

(2) Vehicles and equi pnent used or to be used in
construction or in the operation or naintenance of public
utility facilities, which are left in a manner whi ch does not
interfere with the normal novenent of traffic, shall not be
consi dered to be abandoned.

* %k

"Reconstructed vehicle.” A vehicle materially altered from
its original construction by the renoval, addition or
substitution of essential parts, new or used, or a vehicle,
ot her than an antique or classic vehicle, for which [a

certificate of junk] authorization to salvage the vehicle was

issued and is thereafter restored to operating condition.

* * %

"Sal vor." A person [engaged in the business of acquiring

abandoned vehicles] authorized by the departnent to renove

vehicles frompublic or private property or to acquire abandoned

vehi cles for the purpose of taking apart, [junking] salvaging,
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1 selling, rebuilding or exchangi ng the vehicles or parts thereof.
2 * x *

3 "Val uel ess except for [junk] salvage.” A vehicle which is

4 inoperable or unable to neet the vehicle equipnment and

5 inspection standards under Part IV (relating to vehicle

6 characteristics) to the extent that the cost of repairs would

7 exceed the value of the repaired vehicle. The term does not

8 include a vehicle which would qualify as an antique or classic

9 vehicle except for its lack of restoration or naintenance.

10 * x *

11 8§ 1112. Disclosure of odoneter reading and tanpering with

12 odonet er.

13 * x *

14 (d) Exceptions.--The transferor of the follow ng types of

15 notor vehicles need not disclose the odoneter reading of the

16 vehicle:

17 (1) A notor vehicle having a registered gross wei ght of
18 nore than 17,000 pounds.

19 (2) A notor vehicle 25 years or ol der.
20 (3) A notor vehicle transferred between dealers prior to
21 first retail sale.
22 (4) A notor vehicle transferred in conjunction with
23 application for_vehicle salvage authorization.
24 * x *
25 8§ 1117. Vehicle destroyed or [junked] sal vaged.
26 (a) Application for [certificate of junk] vehicle sal vage
27 authorization.--[Any owner who transfers a vehicle as scrap, or
28 to be destroyed or junked, shall assign the certificate of title
29 to the person to whomthe vehicle is transferred. The transferee

30 shall return the assigned certificate of title to the departnent
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i mredi ately with an application for a certificate of junk upon a
form furni shed and prescribed by the departnent. An insurer, as
defined in the act of July 19, 1974 (P.L.489, No.176), known as
t he "Pennsyl vania No-fault Mtor Vehicle Insurance Act," to
which title to a vehicle is assigned upon paynment to the insured
of the replacenent value of the vehicle, shall be regarded as a
transferee under this subsection.]

(1) No person shall scrap, dismantle or destroy a

vehicle or renpve a vehicle fromthis Commonweal th for the

pur pose of scrapping, disnmantling or destroying the vehicle

unl ess the certificate of title has been endorsed with

aut hori zation to sal vage the vehicle. Upon recei pt of the

certificate of title and application for authorization to

sal vage a vehicle, the departnent will issue to the applicant

or their designee a certificate of title endorsed with

aut hori zation to sal vage the vehicle. A person who purchases

a vehicle to be scrapped, dismantl ed or destroyed shall apply

for authorization to sal vage the vehicle within ten days.

(2) An owner who receives the repl acenent val ue of a

wr ecked vehicle froman insurer as defined in the act of July

19, 1974 (P.L.489, No.176), known as the "Pennsyl vani a No-

fault Mbtor Vehicle I nsurance Act," or the insurer or other

transferee, if title to the vehicle is transferred, shal

apply for authorization to sal vage the vehicle within ten

days.

(3) Any person who purchases in another state a w ecked

vehi cl e whose owner received its repl acenent val ue from an

i nsurer shall apply for authorization to sal vage the vehicle

within ten days of entry of the vehicle into this

Commpnweal t h.
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1 (4 No fee shall be payable for issuance of a

2 certificate of title endorsed with authorization to sal vage.
3 However, if the applicant wi shes the title to be issued in
4 the nane_of a salvor, scrap netal processor_or_other person,
5 the applicable title fee shall be payable. Any subsequent

6 assignnent of the title shall also require paynent of the

7 applicable fee.

8 [(b) Issuance and effect of certificate of junk.--Upon

9 proper application for a certificate of junk, the departnment

10 shall issue to the transferee a certificate of junk which shal
11 authorize the holder to possess, transport, or by endorsenent,
12 transfer ownership in the junked vehicle, and a certificate of
13 title shall not again be issued for the vehicle except upon

14 application containing the information the departnent requires,
15 acconpani ed by any necessary docunents or articles.]

16 [(c)] (b) Vehicles with defective or lost title.--Any person
17 on whose property is located a vehicle which is val uel ess except
18 for [junk] salvage and which has a faulty, |ost or destroyed

19 title may transfer the vehicle to a salvor or to a sal vage
20 program operated by a political subdivision for renoval to a
21 suitable place of storage or for scrapping, provided the salvor
22 or salvage programconplies with the requirenments of section
23 7309 (relating to [junking] salvagi ng of vehicles val uel ess
24 except for [junk] salvage), except that the report to the
25 departnent that the vehicle is val uel ess except for [junk]
26 salvage shall be verified by the transferor of the vehicle
27 instead of the police departnent. The transferee shall return
28 the assigned certificate of title, if any to the departnent
29 immediately with an application for [certificate of junk]

30 vehicle salvage authorization upon a form furnished and
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prescri bed by the departnent.

[(d] (c) Reconstructed vehicle.--If the title to a vehicle,

ot her than an antique or classic vehicle, [for which a
certificate of junk has been issued is thereafter restored to
operating condition, it shall be regarded as a reconstructed

vehi cl e] has been endorsed with authorization to salvage the

vehicle and the vehicle is thereafter restored to operating

condition, the sal vage authori zati on endorsenent may be renoved

upon application for certificate of title as a reconstructed

vehi cl e and paynent of the applicable fee.

[(e)] (d) Transfer to scrap netal processor.--
(1) Wien a scrap netal processor obtains a [destroyed or
j unked] sal vaged vehicle froma licensed salvor, it shall be

the duty of the salvor to obtain [a certificate of junk] the

sal vage aut hori zati on endorsenent therefor. When a scrap

nmet al processor purchases a [destroyed or junked] sal vaged
vehicle froma person other than a salvor, it shall be the
duty of the scrap netal processor to obtain the [certificate

of junk] sal vage authorization endorsenent unl ess the

transferor has previously obtai ned the sal vage authori zati on

endor senent .

(2) When a vehicle, which has been destroyed, is

transferred to a scrap netal processor no assi gnnent of a

title endorsed with an authorization to sal vage the vehicle

shall be required. As used in this paragraph, "destroyed"

means that the vehicle has been crushed, conpressed, shredded

or otherwi se irreversi bly rendered unusabl e as a vehi cl e.

[(f)] (e) Penalty.--Any person violating the provisions of
[ subsections] subsection (a) or [(e)] (d) is guilty of a summary

of fense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine
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of $200 for each violation.
8§ 1118. Suspension and cancell ation of certificate of title.

* * %

(b) Vehicles sold to nonresidents or [junked] sal vaged.--The
departnment may cancel certificates of title for vehicles sold to
residents of other states or foreign countries when the vehicle
is to be registered in the other jurisdiction[, or for abandoned
or destroyed vehicles authorized to be junked as provided in
this subchapter].

* * %

§ 1307. Period of registration.

* x *

(e) Antique and cl assic vehicles.--Antique and cl assic notor
vehicle regi strations shall expire upon the [junking,] salvaging
scrappi ng or transfer of ownership of the vehicle, except that
if the transfer is between spouses or between parent and child
the registration may be transferred upon paynment of a transfer
f ee.

8§ 1374. Suspension of vehicle business registration plates.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The departnment may suspend registration
pl ates for deal ers, manufacturers or nenbers of the
"M scel | aneous Mdtor Vehicle Business"” class after providing
opportunity for a hearing in any of the follow ng cases when the
departnment finds upon sufficient evidence that:

* x *
(4) The registrant has filed to give notice of transfer
of ownership or of the destruction or [junking] salvagi ng of

any vehicle when and as required by this title.

* * %

§ 1902. Exenptions from other fees.
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No fee shall be charged under this title for or to any of the
fol | ow ng:

* * %

(3) [Acertificate of junk.] An authorization to sal vage

a vehicl e.

§ 1952. Certificate of title.

* * %

(d) Renobval of sal vage authori zati on endorsenent.--The fee

for renoval of a sal vage aut hori zati on endorsenent from a

certificate of title shall be $5 unless the endorsenent is

renoved in conjunction with the transfer of title to the

vehicle.
8§ 4729. Renoval of certificate of inspection.

No certificate of inspection shall be renoved froma vehicle
for which the certificate was issued except to replace it with a
new certificate of inspection issued in accordance with the
provi sions of this chapter or as foll ows:

(1) The police officer may renove a certificate of

i nspection in accordance with the provisions of section

4703(d) (relating to operation of vehicle w thout official

certificate of inspection).

(2) A person replacing a windshield or repairing a

wi ndshield in such a manner as to require renoval of a

certificate of inspection shall at the option of the

regi strant of the vehicle cut out the portion of the

wi ndshield containing the certificate and deliver it to the

regi strant of the vehicle or destroy the certificate. The

vehicle may be driven for up to five days if it displays the

portion of the old w ndshield containing the certificate as
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prescribed in departnent regulations. Wthin the five day
period an official inspection station may affix to the
vehi cl e another certificate of inspection for the sane

i nspection period w thout reinspecting the vehicle in
exchange for the portion of the old wi ndshield containing the
certificate of inspection. A fee of no nore than $1 may be
charged for the exchanged certificate of inspection.

(3) [A salvor] Every applicant for a vehicle sal vage

aut hori zati on pursuant to section 1117(a) (relating to

vehi cl e destroyed or sal vaged) shall renove and destroy the

certificate of inspection on [every vehicle in his possession
except vehicles used in the operation of the business of the

sal vor] the vehicle.

§ 7102. Renoval or falsification of identification nunber.

* x *

[(c) Exception.--This section does not apply to the renoval
of an identification nunber froma vehicle for which a
certificate of junk has been obtained in accordance with section
1117 (relating to vehicle destroyed or junked.]
8§ 7103. Dealing in vehicles with renoved or falsified

nunbers.

* x *

(c) Exception.--This section does not apply to the renoval
of an identification nunber froma vehicle [for which a
certificate of junk has been obtained] in accordance with the

requi renents of section 1117(a) (relating to vehicle destroyed

or [junked] sal vaged).
§ 7304. Reports to department of possession of abandoned
vehi cl es.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any salvor taking possession of an
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abandoned vehi cl e pursuant to section 7301(c) (relating to

aut hori zation of salvors) shall within 48 hours after taking
possession report to the departnent the nake, nodel, vehicle
identification nunber and registration plate nunber of the
abandoned vehicle, and the nane and address of the owner or

per son who abandoned the vehicle, if known, together with any

ot her information or docunents which the departnent may by

regul ation require. The report shall include a statenment whether
the vehicle is valuel ess except for [junk] sal vage. \Were the
report indicates the vehicle is val uel ess except for []junk]

sal vage, the salvor shall include a photograph of the vehicle to
be prepared in a manner prescribed by the departnment. A report
by a salvor that a vehicle is val uel ess except for [junk]

sal vage shall be verified by the police departnent which

aut hori zed transfer of the vehicle to the sal vor.

(b)Y Exception.--1f the owner or regi strant of an abandoned

vehicle reveals their identity to the salvor within the 48-hour

peri od, the sal vor shall not be required to conply with the

provi si ons of subsection (a).

§ 7305. Notice to owner and |ienhol ders of abandoned vehi cl es.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in section 7309
(relating to junking of vehicles val uel ess except for []unk]
sal vage), the departnent, upon receipt of notice that an
abandoned vehi cl e has been taken into possession pursuant to
this chapter, shall notify by certified mail, return receipt
requested, the last known regi stered owner of the vehicle and
all lienholders of record that the vehicle is abandoned.

* * %

§ 7309. [Junking] Salvaging of vehicles val uel ess except for
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(a) Application for [certificate of junk] vehicle sal vage

aut hori zation.--1f an abandoned vehicle is val uel ess except for

[junk] sal vage, the salvor shall note that fact in the report to

the departnent required in section 7304 (relating to reports to

department of possession of abandoned vehicles) and shall apply

for issuance of a [certificate of junk] vehicle sal vage

aut hori zation as provided for in section 1117 (relating to

vehi cl e destroyed or [junked] salvaged).

(b) Notice and issuance of certificate.--If the identity of
the | ast registered owner cannot be determined with reasonabl e
certainty and it is inpossible to determ ne with reasonabl e
certainty the identity and addresses of any |ienhol der, no
notice shall be required. Under such circunstances, the
departnment shall upon receipt of the report by the salvor
pursuant to section 7304 issue a [certificate of junk] vehicle

sal vage aut hori zation as provided in section 1117.

(c) Reinbursenent of expenses of sal vor.--Upon receipt
wi thin six nonths of evidence that a sal vor has renoved an

abandoned vehicle which is val uel ess except for sal vage upon the

request of a police departnment and applied for authorization to

sal vage the vehicle, the departnment shall pay to the salvor from

the Motor License Fund the sum of $15 for the expenses incurred
in the renoval and tow ng of the abandoned vehicle. No portion
of the $15 paynment or any separate consideration shall be

rei nbursed or paid to any government agency or rmunicipality by
t he sal vor.

(d) Rights of owners and |ienhol ders.--1ssuance by the

departnment of a [certificate of junk] vehicle sal vage

aut hori zation for a vehicle [junked] salvaged under this section

shall operate as a divestiture of all right, title and interest
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1 in the vehicle of the owner and all Iienhol ders.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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