PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2637 PRINTER S NO. 3361

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2081 =%

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. LETTERMAN, W W FOSTER, BENNETT, PUNT,
MANDERI NO, FRYER, FEE, YAHNER, KNI GHT, DeMEDI O, SEVENTY,
GRABOWBKI , G AMVARCO, PI EVSKY, WACHOB, D. R WRI GHT, GAMBLE,
THOMAS, SHUPNI K, MJUSTO, DOVBROABKI, GRAY, CESSAR, CIM N,
MLLER, D. M FISHER, TRELLO TAYLOR NOVAK AND A. K
HUTCHI NSON, DECEMBER 5, 1979

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON CONSERVATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 19, 1980
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AN ACT

control—

PROVI DI NG FOR A VOLUNTARY CONTRI BUTI ON SYSTEM TO AID I N THE <—
CONSERVATI ON OF CERTAIN W LD FLORA AND FAUNA, ESTABLI SHI NG A
SPECI AL FUND AND PROVI DI NG FOR I TS ADM NI STRATI ON.
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her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "WId
Resource Conservation Act."
Section 2. Legislative finding; declaration of policy.

It is hereby determ ned and declared as a matter of
| egislative finding that there are nunmerous flora and fauna,
i ncludi ng those rare or endangered, which are not comonly
pursued, killed or consuned either for sport or profit, that
such species are in need of nore active managenent and that it
is in the public interest to preserve and enhance such species
for the benefit of all. Therefore, it is the purpose of this act
to:

(1) Further provide for such species so as to enhance
the constitutional rights guaranteed in section 27, Article 1
of the Constitution of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

(2) Provide a neans for the citizens of the Commonweal t h
to support the managenent of our wld resource by
establishing a voluntary contribution systemon State incone
tax return fornmns.

(3) Pronote the cooperation of the Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Resources, Pennsyl vania Fi sh Commi ssi on and
Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmmi ssion in the managenent of our wld
resour ce.

(4) Establish an interagency Wl d Resource Conservation
Board to channel that cooperation, pronote the voluntary
contribution system and adm nister the program

Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
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meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Board." The WId Resource Conservati on Board.
"Fund." The WId Resource Conservati on Fund.
"Managenent." The entire range of activities that constitute

a nodern scientific resource programincluding, but not limted
to, the collection and application of biological data through

research, census, habitat acquisition, habitat inprovenent and

educati on.
"WIld resource.” Al fauna not comonly pursued, killed or
consuned either for sport or profit, BUT NOT | NCLUDI NG ANY <—

DOMESTI C FAUNA OR ANY DOVESTI C FAUNA THAT HAS REVERTED TO A
FERAL EXI STENCE, and all flora not conmmonly nanaged or
cultivated for harvest.

Section 4. Voluntary contribution system

(a) The Departnent of Revenue shall provide a space on the
face of the Pennsylvania individual income tax return form
wher eby an individual may voluntarily designate a $1, $3 or $5
contribution, or any other anpbunt desired, to the WIld Resource
Conservation Fund established in section 5.

(b) The anpbunt so designated by an individual on the incone
tax return formshall be deducted fromthe tax refund to which
such individual is entitled er—+ntheevent—thatnotax—+refund <—
. e shall—t ded I : | | I

: I h_individual o
. Liability
o I losi . hal l_eitd | I
: f und_d . I : : o]

ndividual | hall ) I ) he i
tax—revenuves—duethe Commnwealth— AND SHALL NOT CONSTI TUTE A <—

CHARCE AGAI NST THE | NCOVE TAX REVENUES DUE THE COMVONWEALTH
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&) (C© The Departnment of Revenue shall determ ne annually <—
the total anmount designated pursuant to this section—ess—+the <—
adm-n-strati-ve—costs—ineurred by said-departwent- and shal
report such amount to the State Treasurer, who shall transfer
such amount fromthe General Fund to the WId Resource
Conservation Fund. THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE SHALL BE REI MBURSED <—
FROM THE FUND FOR ANY ADM NI STRATI VE COSTS | NCURRED ABOVE AND
BEYOND THE COST SAVINGS | T REALI ZES AS A RESULT OF | NDI VI DUAL
TOTAL REFUND DESI GNATI ONS.

(D) THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE SHALL PROVI DE ADEQUATE
| NFORMATI ON CONCERNI NG THE W LD RESOURCE CONSERVATI ON FUND | N
I TS | NSTRUCTI ONS VWHI CH ACCOVPANY STATE | NCOVE TAX RETURN FORMS,

VWH CH SHALL | NCLUDE THE LI STI NG OF AN ADDRESS, FURNI SHED TO I T
BY THE BOARD, TO VWH CH CONTRI BUTI ONS MAY BE SENT BY THOSE
TAXPAYERS W SHI NG TO CONTRI BUTE TO SAI D FUND BUT VWHO DO NOT
RECEI VE REFUNDS.

(e) This section shall apply to taxable years begi nning on
or after January 1, 1980.

Section 5. WId Resource Conservation Fund.

(a) In order to carry out the purposes of this act, there is
hereby created a special fund, which shall be known as the "WId
Resource Conservation Fund," of the treasury of the
Commonweal t h.

(b) Al noneys received fromthe voluntary contribution
system established in section 4 and fromthe sale of any item
aut hori zed by section 6 shall be deposited in said fund.

(c) The Legislature may, fromtinme to tinme, appropriate
funds into the special fund for the purposes of this act.

(d) The noneys contained in said fund are continuously

appropriated to the WIld Resource Conservation Board for the
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excl usive use of carrying out the purposes of this act.
Section 6. WId Resource Conservation Board.
(a) There is hereby created a WId Resource Conservation
Board, the nenbers of which shall consist of the Secretary of
t he Departnent of Environnmental Resources, the Executive
Director of the Pennsylvania Fish Commi ssion, and the Executive <—
Director of the Pennsyl vania Gane Comm ssion, THE MAJORI TY AND <—
M NORI TY CHAI RVMEN OF THE HOUSE CONSERVATI ON COWM TTEE AND THE
MAJORI TY AND M NORI TY CHAI RVEN OF THE SENATE ENVI RONVENTAL
RESOQURCES COW TTEE. THE CHAI RVANSHI P OF SAI D BOARD SHALL ROTATE
ON AN ANNUAL BASI S AMONG THE MEMBERS THEREOF
(b) The board shall have the power and its duty shall be to:
(1) Meet annually to determne and prioritize the
managenent obj ectives deened necessary to preserve and
enhance the wild resource.
(2) Conduct a public hearing not |less than 60 days prior
to each annual neeting of the board, providing 30 days
advance notice thereof by publication in the Pennsylvani a
Bulletin to which all interested persons shall be invited to
make recommendations to the board.
(3) Establish, after review ng the reconmendati ons made
at the public hearing and consulting with the professional
staffs of those agencies represented on the board, managenent
projects or prograns deenmed necessary to preserve and enhance
the wild resource and to all ocate noneys fromthe WIld
Resource Conservation Fund to the agency or agencies sel ected
by the board to inplenment said prograns or projects.
(4) Administer the WId Resource Conservation Fund.
5 I I bt -
(5) ESTABLI SH PRQJECTS OR PROGRAMS TO PROMOTE THE <—
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VOLUNTARY CONTRI BUTI ON SYSTEM AND TO ALLOCATE MONEYS FROM THE

FUND TO | MPLEMENT SAME.

(6) | SSUE AN ANNUAL REPORT, TO BE PUBLI SHED I N THE

PENNSYLVANI A BULLETI N CONCURRENTLY W TH THE NOTI CE REQUI RED

I N PARAGRAPH (2), WH CH SHALL | NCLUDE A FI NANCI AL ANALYSI S

AND SYNOPSI S OF PROGRAM ACTI VI Tl ES.

(c) The board shall have the right to issue for sale to the
public stanps, decals or other itenms of personal property
intended to signify the interest of the purchaser in
contributing to prograns established by the board, the net
proceeds of which shall be deposited in the WId Resource
Conservation Fund.

(d) The authority granted pursuant to subsection (c) shal
not effect or interfere with simlar authority vested by law in
any agency represented on the board to sell itens of personal
property which pronote the i ndependent prograns of those
respective agenci es. Said agencies shall |ikew se have the right
to issue for sale itens of personal property intended to signify
the interest of the purchaser in contributing to prograns
establ i shed by the board, the net proceeds of which shall be
deposited in the WIld Resource Conservation Fund.

(E) THE BOARD MAY ESTABLI SH AN ADVI SORY COW TTEE, THE
MEMBERS OF VWH CH SHALL BE CHOSEN FROM THE PUBLI C AND SHALL SERVE
AT THE PLEASURE OF THE BOARD, WHI CH SHALL MEET TO ADVI SE THE
BOARD AND MAKE RECOVMENDATI ONS REGARDI NG GENERAL MANAGEMENT
OBJECTI VES OR SPECI FI C MANAGEMENT PRQIECTS.

(F) WTH N TWO YEARS FOLLOW NG THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S
ACT, THE BOARD SHALL DEVELOP A COVPREHENSI VE MANAGEMENT PLAN
VWH CH SHALL ESTABLI SH THE MANAGEMENT OBJECTI VES AND POLI CI ES OF
THE BOARD. THE BOARD SHALL REVI EW SAI D PLAN PERI ODI CALLY AND
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MAKE REVI SI ONS THERETO WHEN NECESSARY. THE BOARD SHALL MAKE THE
PLAN AND ANY REVI SI ONS THERETO AVAI LABLE FOR PUBLI C REVI EW AND
COVMENT BY PUBLI CATI ON | N THE PENNSYLVANI A BULLETI N
Section 7. Repeal.

Al'l acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of
this act are hereby repealed to the extent of such
i nconsi stency.

Secti on 8. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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