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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1346 *5%”

I NTRODUCED BY REED AND STEWART, MAY 21, 1979

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, MAY 21, 1979
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for renoval of vehicles and

procedures relating thereto.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definitions of "abandoned vehicle" and
"salvor"” in section 102 of Title 75, act of Novenber 25, 1970
(P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed
Statutes, are anended and a definition is added to read:

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

" Abandoned vehicle."

(1) A vehicle (other than a pedal cycle):
(i) that is inoperable and is left unattended on

public property for nore than 48 hours;



1 (i1i) that has remained illegally on public property
2 for a period of nore than 48 hours;

3 (itii) wthout a valid registration plate or

4 certificate of inspection or title |left unattended on or
5 al ong a hi ghway; [or]

6 (iv) that has remained on private property w thout

7 t he consent of the owner or person in control of the

8 property for nore than 48 hours; or

9 (v) that has remained unclained at a salvor's or

10 tower's storage facility for nore than 30 days.

11 (2) Vehicles and equi pnent used or to be used in

12 construction or in the operation or naintenance of public

13 utility facilities, which are left in a manner whi ch does not
14 interfere with the normal novenent of traffic, shall not

15 consi dered to be abandoned.

16 * x *

17 "Sal vor." A person [engaged in the business of acquiring

18 abandoned] authorized by the departnent to renove vehicles from
19 public or private property or acquire abandoned vehicles for the
20 purpose of taking apart, junking, selling, rebuilding or
21 exchangi ng the vehicles or parts thereof.
22 * x *
23 "Tower." A person_authorized by the departnent to renove
24 vehicles frompublic or private property.
25 * x *
26 Section 2. Sections 3352 and 3353(c) of Title 75 are anmended
27 to read:

28 § 3352. Renoval of vehicle by or at direction of police.

29 (a) Qutside business and residence districts.--Wenever any

30 police officer finds a vehicle in violation of any of the
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1 provisions of section 3351 (relating to stopping, standing and
2 parking outside business and residence districts), the officer
3 nmay nove the vehicle, or cause the vehicle to be noved, or

4 require the driver or other person in charge of the vehicle to
5 nove the vehicle, to a position off the roadway where the

6 vehicle will not interfere unduly with the nornmal novenent of

7 traffic or constitute a safety hazard.

8 (b) Unattended vehicle obstructing traffic.--Any police

9 officer may renove or cause to be renoved to a nearby garage or
10 other nearby place of safety any unattended vehicle illegally
11 left standing upon any highway, bridge, causeway or in any

12 tunnel, in such position or under such circunstances as to

13 interfere unduly with the normal novenment of traffic or

14 constitute a safety hazard.

15 (c) Renoval to garage or place of safety.--Any police

16 officer may renove or cause to be renoved to a nearby garage or
17 other place of safety any vehicle [found upon a hi ghway] under
18 any of the follow ng circunstances:

19 (1) Report has been made that the vehicle has been
20 stol en or taken w thout the consent of its owner.
21 (2) The person or persons in charge of the vehicle are
22 physically unable to provide for the custody or renoval of
23 t he vehicle.
24 (3) The person driving or in control of the vehicle is
25 arrested for an alleged offense for which the officer is
26 required by law to take the person arrested before an issuing
27 authority w thout unnecessary del ay.
28 (4) The vehicle is in violation of section 3353
29 (relating to prohibitions in specified places) except for
30 overtime parKking.
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(5) The vehicle has been abandoned as defined in this
title. The officer shall conply with the provisions of
subsection (d) and Chapter 73 (relating to abandoned vehi cl es
and cargos).

(d) Notice to owner prior to renoval.--

(1) Prior to renoval under subsection (c)(5) of [an

abandoned] a vehicle which is abandoned upon a hi ghway and is

not in violation of subsection (b), section 3351(a) or

section 3353 bearing a registration plate by which the |ast

regi stered owner of the vehicle can be determ ned, notice
shall be sent by certified mail to the | ast registered owner
of the vehicle inform ng the owner that unless the vehicle is
noved to a suitable location within five days of the date
notice is mailed, the vehicle will be renmoved under this
section and held at a suitable facility where it may be
recl ai med by the owner in accordance with the provisions of
section 7306 (relating to paynment of costs upon reclainmng
vehicle). If the abandoned notor vehicle does not bear an
identifiable registration plate, the notice nay be secured to
t he vehicle.

(2) If, within the five-day period, the owner so
requests, the owner shall be given an opportunity to explain
to the police officer or departnment why the owner believes
t he vehicle should not be noved. If the police officer or
departnment determines that the vehicle shall, nonethel ess, be
noved, the owner shall be given an additional 48 hours to
nove the vehicle or have it noved.

(3) The provision for notice set forth in this
subsection is in addition to any other notice requirenents

provi ded in Chapter 73.
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§ 3353. Prohibitions in specified places.

* x *

(c) Property owner nay renove vehicle.--[The owner or other
person in charge or possession of any property on which a
vehicle is parked or left unattended in violation of the
provi sions of subsection (b) nay renove or have renoved the
vehi cl e at the reasonabl e expense of the owner of the vehicle.]

(1) The owner or other person in charge or possessi on of

any property on which a vehicle is parked or | eft unattended

in violation of the provisions of subsection (b) may have a

sal vor or tower renpve the vehicle at the reasonabl e expense

of the owner or reqgistrant of the vehicle if the property is:

(i) used exclusively for parking in connection with

a private dwelling or not open to the public; or

(ii) open to the public with or wi thout charge or

used for parking in connection with a busi ness and post ed

in accordance with departnent requl ati ons.

(2) Any salvor or tower renpving a vehicle pursuant to

par agraph (1) shall imediately notify the police having

jurisdiction of the place where the vehicle was found of the

new | ocati on of the vehicle.

(3) No storage costs shall be assessed pursuant to

par agraph (1) for the first 24 hours of possession of a

Section 3. Title 75 is anended by addi ng sections to read:

8§ 3355. Movenment of vehicles without owner's consent.

(a) GCeneral rule.--No person except a salvor or a tower

shall nobve a vehicle without the consent of the owner or

regi strant or a person authorized by the owner or registrant,
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unl ess directed by a police officer in accordance with section

3352 (relating to renpval of vehicle by or at directi on of

police). A tower shall not nove an abandoned vehicl e unl ess

directed by a police officer.

(b)Y Authorization of towers.--The departnent shall authorize

and i ssue a certificate of authorization to every tower that

conplies with requl ati ons adopted by the departnent.

(c) Place of business.--Every tower shall have and mai ntain

an established pl ace of business.

(d) Towers to be bonded. - -

(1) Each tower shall furnish and mai ntain a bond

i ndemrmi fying the public and the departnent in the anmount of

(2) A tower who has filed a bond with the Conmmponweal t h

is not required to file a separate bond under this section if

the bond already on file with the Commonweal th i s conparabl e

in anount and coverage to the bond required under this

secti on.

8§ 3356. Inplied |lien.

Every driver, owner and reqgi strant of a vehicle in this

Commpnweal th shall be deened to have gi ven consent to havi ng the

vehicl e renoved at their reasonabl e expense and detai ned to

i nsure paynent if the vehicle is renoved under the provisi ons of

section 3352(a), (b) or (c) (relating to renoval of vehicle by

or at direction of police) or section 3353(c) (relating to

prohi bitions in specified pl aces).

Section 4. Sections 4729, 6308(c), 7301, 7302(c), 7304,
7305(b), 7306 and section 7308(b) and (c) of Title 75 are
amended to read:

§ 4729. Renoval of certificate of inspection.
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1 No certificate of inspection shall be renoved froma vehicle
2 for which the certificate was issued except to replace it with a
3 newcertificate of inspection issued in accordance with the

4 provisions of this chapter or as foll ows:

5 (1) The police officer may renove a certificate of

6 i nspection in accordance with the provisions of section

7 4703(d) (relating to operation of vehicle w thout official

8 certificate of inspection).

9 (2) A person replacing a windshield or repairing a

10 wi ndshield in such a manner as to require renoval of a

11 certificate of inspection shall at the option of the

12 regi strant of the vehicle cut out the portion of the

13 wi ndshield containing the certificate and deliver it to the
14 regi strant of the vehicle or destroy the certificate. The

15 vehicle may be driven for up to five days if it displays the
16 portion of the old w ndshield containing the certificate as
17 prescribed in departnent regulations. Wthin the five day

18 period an official inspection station may affix to the

19 vehi cl e another certificate of inspection for the sane

20 i nspection period w thout reinspecting the vehicle in

21 exchange for the portion of the old wi ndshield containing the
22 certificate of inspection. A fee of no nore than $1 may be
23 charged for the exchanged certificate of inspection.

24 (3) [A salvor] Every applicant for a certificate of junk
25 pursuant to section 1117(a) (relating to vehicle destroyed or
26 junked) shall renove and destroy the certificate of

27 i nspection on [every vehicle in his possession except

28 vehi cles used in the operation of the business of the salvor]
29 the vehicle.

30 8§ 6308. Investigation by police officers.
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* * %

(c) Inspection of garages and deal er prem ses.--Any police
of ficer or authorized departnment enpl oyee may inspect any
vehicle in any public garage or repair shop or on the prem ses
of any deal er, tower, salvor, scrap netal processor, or other
public place of business for the purpose of |ocating stolen
vehi cles or parts. The owner of the garage or repair shop or the
deal er or other person shall permt any police officer or
aut hori zed departnent enployee to nake investigations under this
subsecti on.

§ 7301. Authorization of salvors.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The departnent shall authorize and shal
issue a certificate of authorization to every salvor that
conplies with the requirenents of this chapter and regul ations
adopted by the departnent [and is a vehicle sal vage deal er as
defined in section 1337(c)(2) (relating to use of "M scel |l aneous
Mot or Vehi cl e Busi ness"” registration plates)].

(b) Unaut horized operation prohibited.--No person shal
operate as a sal vor unless authorized.

(c) Duty of salvor.--Upon witten request of a police
departnent, a salvor shall take possession of and renove to the
storage facility of the salvor any abandoned vehicl e | ocated

within 30 mles of the place of business of the salvor[.]

(1) on public property; or

(2) on private property, if the vehicle has val ue ot her

than for junk.

(d) Storage facility.--A salvor nmay rent or own a storage
facility, which shall conply with the act of [Decenber 15, 1971
(P.L.596, No.160), known as the "Qutdoor Advertising Control Act

of 1971," where applicable, and with regul ati ons pronul gated by
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the departnent.] July 28, 1966 (3rd Sp.Sess., P.L.91, No.4),

referred to as the Junkyard and Autonoti ve Recycl er Screeni ng

Law.
§ 7302. Certificate of authorization.
(c) Bonding required.--

(1) Before issuing a certificate of authorization, the
departnment shall require the applicant to furnish and
mai ntain a bond i ndemmifying the public and the departnment in
the ampbunt of $10, 000.

(2) An individual bond for each place of business is not
required, but all places of business shall be covered by the
bond.

§ 7304. Reports to department of possession of abandoned

vehi cl es.

Any sal vor [taking] or tower in possession of an abandoned
vehi cle [pursuant to section 7301(c) (relating to authorization
of salvors)] shall within 48 hours [after taking possession]
report to the departnent the nake, nodel, vehicle identification
nunber and regi stration plate nunber of the abandoned vehi cl e,
and the nane and address of the owner or person who abandoned
the vehicle, if known, together with any other information or
docunents which the departnment may by regul ation require. The
report shall include a statenment whether the vehicle is
val uel ess except for junk. Where the report indicates the
vehicle is val uel ess except for junk, the salvor shall include a
phot ograph of the vehicle to be prepared in a nmanner prescribed
by the departnment. A report by a salvor that a vehicle is

val uel ess except for junk shall be verified by the police
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department which authorized transfer of the vehicle to the
sal vor.
§ 7305. Notice to owner and |ienhol ders of abandoned vehi cl es.
* x *
(b) Contents of notice.--The notice shall:
(1) Describe the nake, nodel, title nunber, vehicle
identification nunber and registration plate nunber of the
abandoned vehicle, if known.
(2) State the location where the vehicle is being held.
(3) Informthe owner and any |lienholders of their right
to reclaimthe vehicle within 30 days after the date of the
notice at the place where the vehicle is being held by the
sal vor or _tower, upon paynent of all tow ng and storage
charges and the fee authorized in section 7306 (relating to
paynent of costs upon reclaimng vehicle).
(4) State that the failure of the owner or |ienholder to
reclaimthe vehicle is deenmed consent by the owner to the
destruction, sale or other disposition of the abandoned
vehicle and of all lienholders to dissolution of their I|iens.
* x *
§ 7306. Paynment of costs upon reclaimng vehicle.

In the event the owner or |ienholder of an abandoned vehicle
reclainms the vehicle, the reclaimng party shall pay the costs
for towing and storage, plus a fee of [$25 of which $10] $15

whi ch shall be transmtted to the departnent by the salvor or

8 7308. Public sal e of unclai med vehicles with val ue.

* * %

(b) Title of purchaser.--The salvor or tower shall give the

purchaser a sales receipt and shall apply to the departnent for
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atitle which shall be free and clear of all previous liens and
cl ai mrs of ownership.

(c) Disposition of proceeds.--Fromthe proceeds of the sale
of the abandoned vehicle, the salvor or tower shall be
rei nbursed for the costs of tow ng, storage, notice and
publ i cation costs and expenses of auction. The remai nder of the
proceeds of a sale shall be held for the owner of the vehicle or
record |ienholder for 60 days fromthe date of sale and if not
properly claimed shall then be paid to the departnent and
transmtted to the State Treasurer for deposit in the Mdtor
Li cense Fund.

Section 5. Subsections (a) and (c) of section 7309 of Title
75 are anmended to read:

§ 7309. Junking of vehicles val uel ess except for junk.

(a) Application for certificate of junk.--1f an abandoned
vehicle is val uel ess except for junk, the salvor or tower shal
note that fact in the report to the departnent required in
section 7304 (relating to reports to departnent of possession of
abandoned vehi cl es) and shall apply for issuance of a
certificate of junk as provided for in section 1117 (relating to
vehi cl e destroyed or junked).

* * %

(c) Reinbursenent of expenses of salvor or tower.--

(1) Salvors.--Upon receipt within six nmonths of evidence

that a sal vor has renoved an abandoned vehicle which is

val uel ess except for junk upon the request of a police

departnment and has applied for a certificate of junk, the

departnment shall pay to the salvor fromthe Mtor License
Fund the sum of $15 for the expenses incurred in the renoval

and towi ng of the abandoned vehicle. No portion of the $15
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paynent or any separate consideration shall be reinbursed or
paid to any governnent agency or nunicipality by the sal vor.

(2) Towers.--Upon evidence that a tower has renpved an

abandoned vehicle which is val uel ess except for junk upon the

request of a police departnent and has obtained a certificate

of junk and has transferred the vehicle within 30 days of the

recei pt of such certificate, the departnent shall pay to the

tower fromthe Mtor License Fund the sum of $15 for the

expenses incurred in renoval and towi ng of the abandoned

vehicle. No portion of the $15 paynent or any ot her separate

consi deration shall be reinbursed or paid to any gover nnent

agency or nunicipality by the tower.

* * %

Section 6. Subsection (b) of section 7312 of Title 75 is
amended to read:
§ 7312. Penalty for violation of chapter.

* x *

(b) Suspension.--For violation of any of the provisions of
this chapter, the salvor or tower shall be subject to suspension
of the privilege to receive abandoned vehicl es under this

chapter.

Section 7. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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