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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1204 557

I NTRODUCED BY CIM NI, MAY 2, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MAY 2, 1979
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AN ACT
Providing for the periodic expiration of all agencies and
establishing a systemfor periodic review to determ ne which
shal | be reestablished.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Agency
Revi ew Act . "

Section 2. Definition.

The foll ow ng word when used in this act shall have the
meani ng given to it in this section:

"Agency." Any unit of State Government which is created by
statute and is not a departnment or board of trustees.

Section 3. The Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmitt ee.

(a) The Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee, created by
the act of August 4, 1959 (P.L.587, No.195), entitled, as
anmended, "An act creating and establishing the Legislative
Budget and Finance Comm ttee; providing for its nenbership;

prescribing its powers, functions and duties; providing for the
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appoi ntment of an executive director and ot her personnel, and
maki ng an appropriation,” shall inplenment the provisions of this
act .

(b) Each fiscal year, the conmttee shall review and
eval uate each agency schedul ed for expiration that year.

(c) The conmittee shall consider the following factors in
det erm ni ng whet her an agency shoul d be reestablished:

(1) wth respect to a licensing agency, the extent to
which it has permtted qualified applicants to serve the
publi c;

(2) the extent to which the agency and the individuals
which it regul ates have conplied with affirmati ve action
requi renents of State and Federal | aw;

(3) the efficiency of the agency;

(4) the extent to which the agency has recommended
statutory changes to the General Assenbly which would benefit
the public as opposed to the persons it regul ates;

(5) the extent to which the agency has required the
persons it regulates to report to it concerning the inpact of
rul es and deci sions of the agency on the public regarding
i nproved service, econony of service and availability of
servi ce;

(6) the extent to which persons regul ated by the agency
have been required to assess problens in their industry which
af fect the public;

(7) the extent to which the agency has encouraged public
participation in making its rules and decisions as opposed to
participation solely by the persons it regul ates;

(8) the extent to which the agency has operated in the

public interest, and the extent to which its operation has
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been i npeded or enhanced by existing statutes or any other

ci rcunst ances, including budgetary, resource and personnel

matters;

(9) the efficiency with which formal public conplaints
filed with the agency concerni ng persons subject to
regul ati on have been processed to conpletion by the agency,
by the Departnment of Justice, or by any other applicable
department or agency;

(10) the extent to which other agencies have simlar
obj ectives, along with a conparison of the cost and
ef fectiveness of such agencies and any duplication of effort
with respect to the agency under review,

(11) the extent to which changes are necessary in the
enabling | aws of the agency to adequately conply with the
factors listed in this section;

(12) the extent to which the objectives of the agency
have been achi eved in conparison with the objectives
initially set forth for the agency;

(13) the inpact of the agency's activities on the
econony of the Comonweal th; and

(14) the cost of the agency conpared with the public
benefit it renders.

(d) The conmttee shall submt a report of each review to
each nenber of the General Assenbly. In this report the
commttee shall recommend whet her the agency undergoi ng revi ew
shoul d be reestablished.

(e) The conmittee may request, and the departnents and
agenci es of the Commonweal th shall provide such information as
the commttee deens pertinent to the execution of its function.

Section 4. Schedule for review and expirati on of agencies.
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Al'l agencies shall be divided into six groups based on
simlarity of function and any other criteria that the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Fi nance Committee nmay deem appropri ate.
Each of the six groups shall be scheduled by the commttee to
expire at the end of a different fiscal year over a six-year
period. Reviews shall be conpleted at |east three nonths before
the expiration of the agency concerned. Newy created and
reest abl i shed agenci es shall be reviewed at | east three nonths
before expiration at the end of their sixth year of existence.
Section 5. Public hearings.

The Legi sl ative Budget and Finance Comrittee shall conduct
public hearings, receiving testinmony fromthe public and the
agenci es involved, at which each agency shall have the burden of
proving the public need for its continued existence. A report of
each hearing shall be included in the report submtted to the
General Assenbly.

Section 6. Limted continuation after expiration.

Upon expiration, every agency shall continue in existence
until the end of the next fiscal year for the purpose of w nding
up its affairs.

Section 7. Ternms of office of appointees to agencies.

The terns of office of appointees to agencies shall expire
with the expiration of their respective agencies, but the terns
of appoi ntees who were appoi nted before expiration to terns
whi ch woul d run beyond the expiration of the agency but for this
section shall not expire if the agency is reestablished.

Section 8. Causes of action.

This act shall not cause the dism ssal of any claimor right

of a citizen against any agency or any claimor right of an

agency expiring under this act which is subject to litigation.
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1 Section 12. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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