SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1321 PRINTER S NO. 2833

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1177 3%

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. DeVERTER, WEI DNER, LETTERMAN, LI VENGOOD,
J. L. WRIGHT, JR, NOYE, SIEM NSKI, MRS. TAYLOR, MESSRS.
PRATT, D. R WRI GHT AND THOVAS, MAY 2, 1979
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L. 103, No.69), entitled "An

act concerning townshi ps of the second class; and anmendi ng,

revi sing, consolidating, and changing the law relating

thereto," AUTHORI ZI NG TOMNSHI PS OF THE SECOND CLASS TO GRANT  <—

CABLE TELEVI SI ON FRANCHI SES AND PROVI DI NG FOR PERM TS FOR

CABLE TELEVI SI ON LI NES AND aut hori zi ng townshi ps to use the

provi sions of the Local Governnment Unit Debt Act for

financing construction of sewers and drains.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 702, ACT OF MAY 1, 1933 (P.L.103, NO 69), <—
KNOM AS "THE SECOND CLASS TOWNSHI P CODE, " REENACTED AND AMENDED
JULY 10, 1947 (P.L.1481, NO 567), IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A CLAUSE
TO READ:

SECTI ON 702. SUPERVI SORS TO EXERCI SE POVERS. - - THE CORPORATE
PONERS OF TOMNSHI PS OF THE SECOND CLASS SHALL BE EXERCI SED BY
THE TOMWNSHI P SUPERVI SORS. WHERE NO SPECI FI C AUTHORI TY | S G VEN
FOR THE EXPENDI TURES | NCl DENT TO THE EXERCI SE OF ANY POVER
HEREI NAFTER CONFERRED, OR WHERE NO SPECI FI C FUND | S DESI GNATED

FROM VWH CH SUCH EXPENDI TURES SHALL BE MADE, APPROPRI ATI ONS FOR
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SUCH EXPENDI TURES SHALL BE MADE ONLY FROM THE GENERAL TOMNSHI P
FUND. I N ADDI TI ON TO THE DUTI ES | MPOSED UPON THEM BY SECTI ON 516
HEREOF, THEY SHALL HAVE POVER- -

* * %

LXXIT1. REGULATION OF CABLE TELEVI SI ON SYSTEMS. - - TO REGULATE

BY RESOLUTI ON OR ORDI NANCE CABLE TELEVI SI ON SYSTEMS; AND TO

GRANT_AND REVCOKE A FRANCHI SE FOR A CABLE TELEVI SI ON SYSTEM ~AND

TO PROHI BIT THE OPERATI ON OF A CABLE TELEVI SI ON SYSTEM EXCEPT | N

ACCORDANCE W TH THE CONDI TI ONS OF SUCH FRANCHI SE.

SECTION 2. SECTION 1156 OF THE ACT, AMENDED MARCH 1, 1974
(P.L.88, NO 23), |I'S AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 1156. PERM TS. - - NO RAI LROAD OR STREET RAI LWAY SHALL
HEREAFTER BE CONSTRUCTED UPON ANY TOWNSHI P ROAD, NOR SHALL ANY
RAI LROAD OR STREET RAI LWAY CROSSI NGS5, NOR ANY GAS PI PE, WATER
Pl PE, ELECTRI C CONDUI TS, OR OTHER PI PING BE LAI D UPON OR I N,
NOR SHALL ANY TELEPHONE, TELEGRAPH, OR ELECTRI C LI GHT OR POWNER
PCLES, CABLE TELEVI SION LINES, POLES AND APPURTENANT STRUCTURES

OR ANY COAL TI PPLES OR ANY OTHER OBSTRUCTI ONS BE ERECTED UPON OR
I'N, ANY PORTI ON OF A TOMNNSHI P ROAD EXCEPT UNDER SUCH CONDI TI ONS,
RESTRI CT1 ONS AND REGULATI ONS RELATI NG TO THE | NSTALLATI ON AND
MAI NTENANCE THEREOF, AS MAY BE PRESCRI BED | N PERM TS GRANTED BY
THE TOMSH P FOR SUCH PURPOSE. EACH APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE

SUBM TTED TO THE TOWNSHI P, | N DUPLI CATE, OR SUCH LARGER NUMBER
AS THE TOMNSH P MAY REQUI RE. THE TOMSHI P SHALL PRESCRI BE A FEE
AS DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON PAYABLE TO THE
TOWNSH P NOT' EXCEEDI NG THE APPROXI MATE REASONABLE COST OF
PROCESSI NG THE APPLI CATI ON, AND ANOTHER FEE PAYABLE TO THE
TOWNSH P NOT' EXCEEDI NG THE APPROXI MATE REASONABLE COST OF MAKI NG
THE FI RST | NSPECTI ON HEREAFTER DESCRI BED. EACH APPLI CATI ON SHALL
BE ACCOVWPANI ED BY BOTH FEES. WHEN THE TOWNSHI P SHALL GRANT THE
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PERM T APPLI ED FOR, THE TOMWSHI P SUPERVI SORS SHALL | NSPECT THE
WORK AUTHORI ZED BY THE PERM T UPON THE COVPLETI ON THEREOF, AND
VWHEN NECESSARY, ENFORCE COVPLI ANCE W TH THE CONDI TI ONS,

RESTRI CTI ONS AND REGULATI ONS PRESCRI BED BY THE TOWNSHI P. I N

ADDI TI ON TO SUCH | NSPECTI ON, THE TOMSHI P SUPERVI SORS NAY

REI NSPECT THE WORK NOT MORE THAN TWO YEARS AFTER | TS COVPLETI ON,
AND | F ANY SETTLEMENT OF THE ROAD SURFACE OR OTHER DEFECT SHALL
APPEAR | N THE WORK CONTRARY TO THE CONDI TI ONS, RESTRI CTI ONS AND
REGULATI ONS OF THE TOMNSHI P, | T MAY ENFORCE COVPLI ANCE

THEREW TH. | F THE APPLI CANT SHALL FAIL TO RECTI FY ANY SUCH
SETTLEMENT OR OTHER DEFECT, W THI N SI XTY DAYS AFTER WRI TTEN

NOTlI CE FROM THE TOWNSHI P SUPERVI SORS TO DO SO, THE TOANSHI P
SUPERVI SORS MAY DO THE WORK AND | MPCSE UPON THE APPLI CANT THE
COST THEREOF, TOGETHER W TH AN ADDI TI ONAL TWENTY PERCENTUM (20%
OF SUCH COST, WH CH MAY BE RECOVERED BY AN ACTI ON | N ASSUMPSI T
IN THE COURT OF COVMON PLEAS OF THE COUNTY. ALL FEES RECEI VED BY
THE TOMSH P SHALL BE PAI D | NTO THE TOMSHI P TREASURY. NOTHI NG
IN TH'S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO REQU RE A PERM T I N
ADVANCE FOR EMERCGENCY REPAI RS NECESSARY FOR THE SAFETY OF THE
PUBLI C OR THE RESTORATI ON OR CONTI NUANCE OF PUBLIC UTILITY OR
OTHER PUBLI C SERVI CE, BUT APPL| CATI ON FOR SUCH PERM T AND THE
FEES SHALL BE SUBM TTED AS HEREI N PRESCRI BED W THI N FI VE DAYS
AFTER COVPLETI ON OF THE WORK, AND THEREAFTER THE REMAI NI NG

PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON SHALL APPLY. FURTHER, NOTH NG IN TH S
SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO AUTHORI ZE OR EMPONER A TOWNSHI P TO
REGULATE OR CONTROL THE OPERATI ONS OF ANY PERM TTEE, EXCEPT AS
PROVI DED FOR I N TH' S SECTI ON.

Section 4~ 3. Section 1507—aet—ofMay—3—3933 (P +L103- <—

n
a¥a acona C NO\AN a N a¥a Fa a¥a¥a a¥a
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arended—July—106,—1947 (P1-1481— No- 5674 —and OF THE ACT, anended <—
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June 10, 1955 (P.L.154, No.48), is anended to read:
Section 1507. Cost of Construction; How Paid.--[The] Al or

any portion of the cost of construction of any such system of

sewers or drains, constructed by the authority of this
subdivision, [in so far as it relates to sanitary sewers or
drains, shall and, in so far as it relates to stormsewers or
drains,] may be charged upon the properties accommobdat ed or
benefited thereby [to the extent of such benefits] in the manner
herei nafter provi ded.

The townshi p supervisors nmay finance the cost of construction
of any such system of sewers or drains, by the [issuance of

general obligation bonds of] incurring of debt by the township,

within the [constitutional and statutory limtations for the
incurring or increasing of indebtedness, and pursuant to the
provisions of law relating to the borrow ng of noney by

political subdivisions] I[imtations and pursuant to the

provi sions of the act of July 12, 1972 (P.L. 781, No.185), known

as the "Local Governnment Unit Debt Act." \Were [general

obl i gation bonds are so issued] debt is so incurred, the

supervisors [in the case of construction of sanitary sewers or
drains shall and in the case of construction of storm sewers or

drai ns may nevertheless be required to] at their sole discretion

may assess all or any portion of the cost of the construction of

such sewers or drains, [to the extent] as permitted by |aw,
agai nst the properties accommopdated or benefited by such
i nprovenents as hereinafter provided, and to deposit the net

proceeds of such assessnments in [the sinking fund] a sinking or

anal ogous fund established [for the purpose of retiring such

general obligation bonds] in connection with the incurring of

such debt.
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Not hing in this section shall be construed to prevent the
financing of the cost of such construction under the provisions
of the "Municipality Authorities Act of 1945," and any
amendnent s thereto.

Section 2—- 4. Section 1508 of the act is anended to read:

Section 1508. Sewer Districts; [Township to Pay Non-
Assessabl e Portion of Cost].--Wenever a sewer or drainage
systemis constructed by a township for the accommobdati on of a
certain portion of the township, the supervisors of such
township may, at any tine before or after said construction,
constitute the territory acconmodated into a sewer district or
divide it into several sewer districts. In every such case of
division into several districts, the supervisors shall nmake an
estimate of the proportion of the cost of the sewer system which
shoul d equitably be charged on each of said districts, and
decl are and establish such apportionnent by resolution.

In all cases where a sewer or drai nage systemis constructed
by a township for the benefit of a certain portion only of the
townshi p, and the cost of main sewers, punping stations,
pressure |ines, et cetera, is charged against the sewer district
or sewer districts, as herein provided, [the total] all or any

portion of the anobunt charged to each district may be assessed

to the district by an assessnent upon each | ot or piece of |and
in said district, in proportion to its frontage abutting on the
sewer, or by an assessnment upon the several properties abutting
on the sewer, in proportion to benefits, or upon the properties
connected with and using said sewers, as sewer rentals, in the

manner provided by |law for the assessnment of sewer rentals, or

each | ot or piece of ground abutting upon said sewer may be

assessed, in proportion to its frontage or according to
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benefits, the cost of a |ocal sewer, and the bal ance of the
anount charged against the district nay be assessed upon the
properties connected with and using said sewer, as sewer rentals
in the manner provided by | aw for assessnent of sewer rentals.
No district shall be charged with nore than its due proportion
of the cost of the main sewers, punping stations, et cetera,
used jointly by nore than one district. Were the whol e of the
township is accormmodated by the systemit may al so be treated as
a single district, or divided into districts and be subject to

t he foregoi ng provisions.

Section 3- 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.
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