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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1140 =35

| NTRODUCED BY LEVI, A C. FOSTER, JR , DeMEDI O FRYER AND
VEI DNER, MAY 1, 1979

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MAY 1, 1979
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled

"An act relating to counties of the third, fourth, fifth,

si xth, seventh and ei ghth classes; anendi ng, revising,

consolidating and changing the laws relating thereto,"

provi ding for an i ndependent audit of county fiscal affairs.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1702, act of August 9, 1955 (P.L. 323,
No. 130), known as "The County Code," is anmended to read:

Section 1702. Functions of the Controller.--(a) Subject to
t he power and duty of the county comm ssioners to nanage and
adm nister the fiscal affairs of the county, the controller
shal | supervise the fiscal affairs of the county including the
accounts and official acts relating thereto of all officers or
ot her persons who shall collect, receive, hold or disburse the
publi c noneys of the county. The discretionary powers of the
controller shall not be applicable to the managenent of the

fiscal policies of the county conm ssioners, or to matters not

i nvol ving the accounts and transactions of officers or other
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persons of the county, but the controller shall refuse to
authorize any fiscal transaction which is, by law, subject to
his supervision or control where it appears that such
transaction is not authorized by |law, or has not been undertaken
according to law, or has not received approval according to |aw,
or as to which he desires upon reasonable grounds to investigate
for or has already discovered any fraud, flagrant abuse of
public office or any crimnal act or neglect of any officer or
ot her person of the county relating to their public accounts and
transactions. He may at any tine require fromany such officers
or other persons, in witing, an account of all noneys or
property which may have conme into their control. Imediately, on
t he discovery of any default or delinquency, he shall report the
same to the conm ssioners who shall imrediately take action to
recover the noney and to the district attorney of the county for
such prosecution as may be warranted, and shall take inmediate
nmeasures to secure the public noneys or property.

(b) Pursuant to subsection (a), the county conm SSioners

may, for the purpose of neeting Federal or State requirenents,

contract with or enpl oy an i ndependent public accountant for the

pur pose of preparing or conducting a report or audit of the

fiscal affairs of the county, independent of and/or in addition

to, that conducted by the county controller or auditors.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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