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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 499 5

I NTRODUCED BY D. S. HAYES, GALLEN AND BOWGER, MARCH 6, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MARCH 6, 1979
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AN ACT

Providing for legislative review of proposed rul es and
regul ati ons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the "Rul es and
Regul ati ons Revi ew Act."

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words or phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section, unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." Any departnent, departnmental adm nistrative board
or conm ssion, independent board or conm ssion, agency or any
ot her authority of this Commobnweal th now exi sting or hereafter
created, but shall not include the Senate or House of
Representatives or any court, the Pennsylvania Fi sh Conm ssion,
t he Pennsyl vani a Gane Commi ssion, political subdivision,

muni ci pal or local authority.
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"Rule or regulation.”™ Any regulation, proposed or adopted by
an agency prescribing or directing activity or forbearance. The
termshall not include a proclamation, executive order,
directive or other simlar docunment promrul gated by the Governor
but shall include a rule or regulation which may be pronul gat ed
by an agency only with the approval of the Governor.

Section 3. Rules and regul ations automatically revi ewed.

(a) Each agency shall transmt any proposed rule or
regul ation for approval to a joint commttee conposed of the
menber shi p of the appropriate House and Senate Conmittees having
jurisdiction over the subject matter of the proposed rule or
regul ation. No rule or regulation my be finally adopted w t hout
t he approval of the appropriate joint commttee.

(b) The joint conmittee shall set forth and transmt its
findings and decision to the head of the agency which proposed
the rule or regul ation presented for approval.

(c) The House of Representatives and the Senate shall by
concurrent resolution establish procedures for the referral of
rules and regulations to joint commttees and for the
consi deration of such rules and regul ations by said commttees.
Section 4. Rejection of proposed rule or regulation.

(a) A proposed rule or regulation nmay be rejected or
accepted if a mpjority of the joint commttee is recorded as
voting in favor of such action. Any rule or resolution not acted
upon within 90 days shall be deened rejected.

Section 5. Effective date.
This act shall take effect in 60 days and shall apply to al

rul es and regul ati ons proposed thereafter.
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