PRINTER S NO. 466

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 434 5%

I NTRODUCED BY GALLEN, MARCH 5, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, MARCH 5, 1979
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225, No.316), entitled

"An act concerning gane and other wild birds and wild

ani mal s; and anendi ng, revising, consolidating, and changi ng

the law relating thereto,” requiring a certificate of

conpetency for certain hunters.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 301.1, act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225,
No. 316), known as "The Gane Law, added March 28, 1968 (P.L.75,
No. 30), is anmended to read:

Section 301.1. [Licenses for Persons Under Sixteen]

Certificate of Conpetency.--(a) No hunting license shall be

i ssued to any person [under the age of sixteen years] unless he
presents to the person authorized to issue such license either
(1) evidence that he has held a hunting |icense issued by the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania or another state in a prior year,
or (ii) a certificate of conpetency as provided in this section,

or (iii) a sworn affidavit signed by the applicant stating that

he has held a hunting |license i ssued by the Commonweal th or

another state in a prior year but is unable to produce evi dence
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of hol di ng such |icense.

(b) The conm ssion shall provide for a course of instruction
in the safe handling of firearns and bows and arrows such as
approved by the National Rifle Association of Anerica, and for
this purpose may cooperate with any reputabl e association or
organi zati on having as one of its objectives the pronotion of
safety in the handling of firearns, and bows and arrows.

(c) The conm ssion nay designate any person found by it to
be conpetent to give instruction in the handling of firearnms,
and bows and arrows [to persons under the age of sixteen years].
A person so appointed shall give such course of instruction, and
upon the successful conpletion thereof shall issue to the person
instructed a certificate of conpetency in the safe handling of
firearns and bows and arrows. No charge shall be made for such
course of instruction, except for materials or amunition
consuned.

(d) The conmi ssion shall furnish information on the
requi renents of the hunter safety educati on program as provided
herein, said information to be distributed free of charge to
applicants for hunting |licenses by the persons appointed and
aut hori zed to issue such |icenses.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

B21L29DGS/ 19790H0434B0466 - 2 -



