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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 388  *un”

I NTRODUCED BY BROWN, SEVENTY AND COHEN, FEBRUARY 20, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, FEBRUARY 21, 1979
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AN ACT
Amending Title 66 (Public Uilities) of the Pennsylvania

Consol idated Statutes, prescribing further criteria and

standards for the setting of rates; and permtting the

i npl enentation of lifeline rates.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1301 of Title 66, act of Novenber 25,
1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, added July 1, 1978 (No.116), is anended to read:

§ 1301. Rates to be just and reasonabl e.

(a) Every rate made, denmanded, or received by any public
utility, or by any two or nore public utilities jointly, shal
be just and reasonable, and in conformty with regul ations or
orders of the commission. Only public utility service being
furni shed or rendered by a municipal corporation, or by the
operating agenci es of any nunici pal corporation, beyond its
corporate limts, shall be subject to regulation and control by

the conm ssion as to rates, with the sane force, and in |ike

manner, as if such service were rendered by a public utility.
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(b)Y In determ ning whether rates are just and reasonabl e the

commi ssi on shall consider the cost of service, value of service,

conservation of natural resources used in the producti on or

generation of utility service, and the protecti on and pronpti on

of the public health, safety and wel fare.

(c) The commi ssion shall, after notice and hearing, require

each gas, electric or steamheat utility to file a tariff which

includes a lifeline rate designed to pronpte the conservati on of

natural resources; such lifeline rate shall be a reduced rate

applicable to the initial block of a rate design or rate

structure.

(d) For the purposes of an electric lifeline the first 500

kil owatt hours each nonth or 800 kil owatt hours for a two-nonth

peri od shall be considered the lifeline rate, and the rates

shall be frozen at the rates currently in effect at the

effective date of this act.

(e) Subsection (d) shall apply only to residential custoners

65 years of age or older or to those households in which any

person 65 years of age or ol der resides, and whose househol d

incone is |less than $3, 200 per year. For the purposes of this

secti on household i ncone shall not include social security,

di sability pension, or pension of any kind.

Section 2. The authority of the comm ssion with regard to
lifeline rates as provided in section 1301(c) shall expire one
year fromthe effective date of this act, unless extended by act
of the General Assenbly.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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