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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 181 5%

| NTRODUCED BY SCI RI CA, BERSON, KNEPPER, RHODES, ZW KL AND YOHN
FEBRUARY 6, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 7, 1979
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AN ACT
Requiring | aw enforcenment authorities to use subpoenas duces
tecumin lieu of search warrants, except in certain
extraordi nary circunstances.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Third Party
Search Protection Act."

Section 2. Limtation on the use of search warrants.

Subj ect to the exceptions found in section 3, any |aw
enforcenment officer who has probabl e cause to believe that
evidence of a crinme is |located on or about prem ses in which the
owner or occupant thereof has a reasonabl e expectation of
privacy shall attenpt to secure that evidence only through a
subpoena duces tecum
Section 3. Wen search warrants may be used.

A search warrant nmay be issued upon probable cause, to search

for and seize only the foll ow ng:



1 (1) Contraband, the fruits of a crine, or things

2 otherwi se crimnally possessed.

3 (2) Property which is or has been used as the neans of
4 commtting a crimnal offense.

5 Section 4. The right to chall enge a subpoena.

6 No person chal |l engi ng a subpoena under this act, or

7 otherwi se, nmay be held in contenpt for nonconpliance with the
8 subpoena unl ess he has first been afforded an opportunity for a
9 hearing on the nmerits of his chall enge.
10 Section 5. Effective date.
11 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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