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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 154 =3

| NTRODUCED BY C. GEORGE, MJUSTO, DUFFY, FEE, SHUPN K, WARGO
McCALL, DOVBROWSKI, BELOFF, TRELLO, SEVENTY, B. F. O BRI EN,
GOCDVAN, ZI TTERVAN, GRAY, WACHOB, STUBAN, CALTAG RONE,
KUKOVI CH, KERNI CK, M CHLOVI C, PI STELLA AND McMONAGLE,
FEBRUARY 6, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 7, 1979

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 21, 1939 (P.L.566, No.284), entitled
"An act defining the liability of an enpl oyer to pay damages
for occupational disease contracted by an enpl oye arising out
of and in the course of enploynent; establishing an elective
schedul e of conpensation; providing procedure for the
determination of liability and conpensation thereunder;

i nposi ng duties on the Departnent of Labor and Industry, the
Wor knen' s Conpensati on Board, Wrknmen's Conpensati on

Ref erees, and deans of nedical schools; creating a nedical
board to determ ne controverted nedical issues; establishing
an Cccupational Disease Fund in custody of the State

Wor knen' s I nsurance Board; inposing upon the Commonweal th a
part of the conpensation payable for certain occupational

di seases; nmaki ng an appropriation; and prescribing
penalties,” further providing for the running of certain
statutes of limtation applicable to certain benefits.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 315, act of June 21, 1939 (P.L. 566,
No. 284), known as "The Pennsyl vani a Cccupati onal Di sease Act,"
anmended April 4, 1974 (P.L.236, No.55), is anmended to read:

Section 315. In cases of disability all clains for

conpensation shall be forever barred, unless, within sixteen
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nont hs after conpensable disability begins, the parties shal
have agreed upon the conpensati on payabl e under this article, or
unl ess, within sixteen nonths after conpensable disability

begi ns, one of the parties shall have filed a petition as
provided in article four hereof. Were, however, a person is
recei ving benefits pursuant to the act of June 28, 1935
(P.L.477, No.193), referred to as the Heart and Lung Act, the

si xteen-nonth period in which parties nust agree on conpensation
payable or file a petition for conpensation in cases of personal
injury or cases of death, shall not begin to run until the
expiration of the receipt of benefits pursuant to the Heart and
Lung Act. In cases of death all clainms for conpensation shall be

forever barred, unless, within [sixteen nonths] three years

after the death, the parties shall have agreed upon the
conpensati on payabl e under this article, or unless, within

[sixteen nonths] three years after the death, one of the parties

shall have filed a petition as provided in article four hereof.
Were, however, paynents of conpensation have been nmade in any
case, said |imtations shall not take effect until the
expiration of sixteen nonths fromthe time of the making of the
nost recent paynent nade prior to the date of filing such
petition.

In cases of total disability fromsilicosis, anthraco-
silicosis, coal worker's pneunpconi osis, and asbestosis where
the claimis allowed, conpensation shall be payabl e and commence
as of the date the claimis filed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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