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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 131 5%

I NTRODUCED BY J. L. WRIGHT, JR AND BURNS, FEBRUARY 6, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, FEBRUARY 7, 1979
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," providing for
pharmaceuti cal assistance for the aged.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known
as the "Public Wl fare Code,"” is anended by adding a section to

r ead:

Secti on 448. Phar maceuti cal Assi stance to the Aged.--(a)

Any single resident of this Commpnweal th sixty-five years of age

and over whose annual incone is | ess than nine thousand doll ars

($9, 000), or any nmarried resi dent whose annual i ncone conbi ned

with that of his spouse is |less than twel ve thousand doll ars

($12, 000), shall be eligible for pharmaceuti cal assi stance to

the aged if he is not otherwi se qualified for assi stance under

this act.

(b)Y The program of pharnaceuti cal assi stance to the aged

shal | consi st of paynents or rei nbursenents for ei ghty percent
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of the costs of prescription drugs of eligible persons which

exceed:

(1) One and one-half percent of annual incone for eligible

per sons whose annual incone is nore than a | evel of i ncone which

woul d qualify them for assi stance under this act, hereinafter

referred to as the "assi stance level," but | ess than one and

one-third times said assi stance | evel; or

(2) One and one-half percent of one and one-third tines said

assi stance |l evel plus five percent of the difference between

annual incone and one and one-third tines said assi stance | evel

for eligible persons whose annual incone falls between one and

one-third tines said assi stance | evel and ni ne thousand doll ars

($9, 000) .

For purposes of this act, "prescription drugs" neans al

| egend drugs and i nsulin.

(c) Any otherwi se eliqgible person whose prescription drug

costs are wholly covered by any other plan of assistance or

i nsurance shall be ineligible for assi stance under the

provi sions of this section. Any otherwi se eligi ble person whose

prescription drug costs are covered in part by any ot her plan of

assi stance or insurance may recei ve suppl enental assi stance

under the provisions of this section.

(d) The secretary shall by requl ati on establish a system of

paynents or reinbursenents and a system for determ ning

eligibility, including provisions for subm ssion of proof of

expendi tures for prescription drugs, actual and anti ci pated

annual incone, and evi dence of conplete or partial coverage of

prescription drug costs by any ot her assi stance or insurance

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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