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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 111 =5

I NTRODUCED BY J. L. WRIGHT, JR , FEBRUARY 6, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, FEBRUARY 7, 1979
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AN ACT
Requiring the affixing of a nanmeplate listing energy consunption
informati on and a paper tag indicating average annual
operating cost of certain electrical appliances before they
are sold or offered for sale and providing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The followi ng words and phrases when used in this
act shall have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se,

t he neani ngs given to themin this section:

"Casual sale.” An isolated sale of an electrical appliance
by a person who is not regularly engaged in the business of
maki ng such sal es and where such appliance was obtai ned by the
person maki ng the sale for his own use.

"El ectrical appliance.”™ Any commercial nechanismwhich is
operated by electric current in or about the hone, including but
not limted to, cooking equi pnent, heating devi ces,
refrigeration, air conditioners, electric fans, clocks, radios,

toasters, irons, television sets, vacuum cl eaners, washing

machi nes, driers, dishwashers, and coffee pots.



Section 2. (a) No person shall manufacture, sell, attenpt
to sell or offer for sale, whether it be by retail, wholesale or
by auction, any electrical appliance unless there is permanently
af fi xed thereto a namepl ate which shall have at |east the
following information, printed in clearly |egible type:

(1) The nanme and address of the manufacturer.

(2) The country of manufacture.

(3) The nodel nunber.

(4) The required operating voltage.

(5) The anperage and wattage used at the voltage.

(b) The information required by this section nmay be nol ded,
cast or inpressed into the external surface of the body, shel
or base of the electrical appliance.

Section 3. No person shall manufacture, sell, attenpt to
sell or offer for sale, whether it be by retail, whol esale or by
auction, any electrical appliance to which is not affixed
thereto a tag bearing the following in clearly |egible type:

"The cost of operating this appliance over its lifetine
shoul d be considered in making the best purchase. Electrical
costs vary, but, based on 4¢ per kilowatt an hour, average use
of this appliance at maxi numsetting will cost $.......... per
year. Your wi se use of this appliance can reduce this cost." The
manuf acturer shall be responsible for determ ning the cost and
may enpl oy the services of any outside agency approved by the
Department of Justice for said purpose.

Section 4. Any advertisenent of the sale of electrical
appl i ances shall contain the information required pursuant to
sections 2 and 3 with the exception of the nodel nunber
requirenent in section 2(a)(3).

Section 5. (a) \Wenever it shall appear to the Attorney
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1 Ceneral or his designee that a person has engaged in, is

2 engaging in or is about to engage in any practice in violation
3 of this act he may seek and obtain an injunction prohibiting the
4 person from continuing those practices or engaging therein or
5 doing any acts in furtherance thereof.

6 (b) The provisions of this act shall not apply to casual

7 sales.

8 Section 6. Any person who violates this act shall be

9 sentenced to pay a fine of $100 for the first offense and $250
10 for any subsequent offense.

11 Section 7. The Departnent of Justice nmay nmeke rul es and

12 regulations to carry out the purposes of this act.

13 Section 8. This act shall take effect in six nonths.
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