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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1118 5

I NTRODUCED BY HI LL, MESSI NGER, O PAKE, COPPERSM TH, SCHAEFER
GEKAS, HAGER AND DWYER, OCTOBER 3, 1977

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 3, 1977
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol i dated Statutes, redefining nurder of the second

degr ee.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2502 of Title 18, act of Novenber 25,
1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, is anmended to read:

§ 2502. Murder.

(a) Murder of the first degree.--A crimnal hom cide
constitutes nurder of the first degree when it is commtted by
an intentional killing.

(b) Murder of the second degree.-- A crimnal hom cide

constitutes nurder of the second degree when [the death of the

victimoccurred] it is coonmitted while defendant was engaged as

a principal or an acconplice in the perpetration of a felony.
(c) Murder of the third degree.--All other kinds of nurder

shall be nmurder of the third degree. Murder of the third degree
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is a felony of the first degree.

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section the foll ow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
subsecti on:

"Fireman." Includes any enpl oyee or nenber of a nunici pal
fire departnment or volunteer fire conpany.

"Hijacking." Any unlawful or unauthorized seizure or
exercise of control, by force or violence or threat of force or
vi ol ence.

"Intentional killing." Killing by nmeans of poison, or by
lying in wait, or by any other kind of willful, deliberate and
prenedi tated killing.

"Perpetration of a felony." The act of the defendant in
engagi ng in or being an acconplice in the comm ssion of, or an
attenpt to commit, or flight after commtting, or attenpting to
commt robbery, rape, or deviate sexual intercourse by force or
threat of force, arson, burglary or ki dnapping.

"Principal.” A person who is the actor or perpetrator of the
crime.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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